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EDELWEISS. 


BY SAMUEL W. DUFFIELD. 


NE gave me, gathered from an Alpine height, 
A small, pressed flower,—they call it edelweiss ; 
It grows upon the confines of the ice 
In dangerous places, standing snowy white 
Next to the rnow, mocking a careless sight ; 
Nay, even life and limb have been the price 
To him who plucked it,—therefore sage advice 
Has bade men wear it, having won the right. 
And I look up to cliff and crag,—my face 
Bright in my hop of purposes untried.— 
I only ask to wear among my race 
The token I have gathered ere I died ; 
And the fair honor, modest in its place, 
Shines like a star upon the mountain-side. 


THE THREE REVIVALS! . 
BY WILLIAM W. PATTON, DD, 


HERE are three reviva's in progress, or at least in 
earnest preparation,—the first commercial], the second 
political, and the third religious. The fact has its in- 
structive suggestions. For, much as men of the world 
ridicule Obristians, in the matter of revivals, as though 
these were something new or strarge, something without 
precedent or analogy in secular affsirs, the truth ir, that 
they are among the commonest f¢xperiences. Nothing 
becomes “dead,” smong human interests, without the 
attempt of a‘ me interested party to infase “life” into it, 
or, in other words, to secure a revival. 

S »metimes it is business which is ata lowebb. The 
times are dull. There is little or no trade. Pr'ces tend 
downward. Merchants fiad their stoc ks of goods remain- 
ing on their bande. Manufactories stop running. Mines 
sre not worked. Failures are announced. All interests 
eoffer. A ‘ter a while, the tideturns, Sales begin to be 
more rapid and remunerative. The mines and factories 
regume work. The merchants are busy, and the streets 
show increased traffic. Then the newspspers sound the 
note of j y, the people catch it up and echo it on all 
rides—* There is a revival of business”—and men go 
»round congratulating one another, with a smile on their 
faces. They are so g'ad to have a revival again, afier 
these dull, dead timee! To listen to their words, one 
might think a great religious movement had taken place. 
Read the financial department of the papers, as this fact 
will sppear in every line. 

And we see, in a similar manner, the politicians, at 
this very time, hard at work to produce a political re- 
vival, They are not abashed by any cf the current ob- 
j-ctions against revivals. They do not cease to labor, 
for fear the resu'ts should be “ spurious,” or “ temporary,” 
or lest men should be too “ excited,” or should come to 
have a “spasmodic” interest in politics. They are, on 
the contrary, much distressed over any appearance of 


apathy, How can a man bea good citizen, they inquire, 








avd not feel a deep interest in his country’s welfare? 
What can be of more importance, in the view of a pa- 
triot, than an election which is to decide who shall be 
the national rulers, and what shall be the national 
policy? And with j xy they mark the rising excitement, 
the overflowing meetings, the long processions; all the 
evidence that the people are awaking to a sense of the 
situation, and are preparing to elect good men and to 
sustain right principles. 

And now, in Chicago, we observe Christians busily en- 
gsged in preparations for the third kind «fa revival. 
They are building, they are praying, they are talking, 
they are preaching, they are laying plans for fature ope- 
vations, They are full of hope and are united in labor. 
They are about to move in solid column upon the com- 
mon enemy. The ministers have consulted, avd sgreed 
upon the plan of the campaign, and the people are man- 
ifestiog a general resdiness for the forward movement. 
Christians are thus acting with reference to spiritual in- 
terests, precisely as men of the world are acting with ref- 
erence to important secular interests. And this will ap- 
pear the more plainly when we notice the specific fea- 
tures of their respective operations. 

Notice, for instance, how similar are the measures used 
in promoting seculsr and religious revivals, When an 
important election is approaching, the politicians prove 
themselves to have great faith in the use of appropriate 
means. They lock around to secure suitable halls, in 
which to hold public meetings; and when these are not 
to be had, they organize their meetings in the open air, 
or even erect temporary structures fi r the purpose. Who 
does not recall the old “ wigwam,” built in Chicago in 
the spring of 1860, and in which the convention met 
which nominated Abraham Lincoln for the presidency. 
We should not be surprised to learn that there are cavil- 
ing men among us, who complain that so much money 
should be expended on a temporary building for the use 
of the Moody meetings, who yet pride themselves on 
havivg contributed to the erection of that ‘‘ wigwam”’! 
The halls, being provided, the politicians convene large 
meetings ; advertisirg them in the papers and by pla 
cards around the streets, and announcing the speskers 
who will take part in the ex-rcises, They secure ad- 
dresses from men of talent and experience, using those 
who can best accomplish the immediate ot j-c', whether 
they are college-bred, or from the ranks « f common life. 
Of course, such wise managers wi!] commend O»ristians 
when they ree them doing | kewise, and c«llirg not only 
on ministers, but on Jaymen also, like Mr. M ody, to 
add to the interest of the occasion. And as the politica 
meetings occur daily, and often continue till late at 
night, they will not cenrure the religious revival, if its 
meetings shall also be f «quent, and should not always 
close at nine o’clock. The politicians encoursge music 
in their revival meetings. They bire brass-bands, they 
engage solo- singers to give telling pieces, and they print 
and circulate special campaign song-bo k+, filled with 
chorus sorgs, so that all voices may join in the jabila- 
tion. This aseures us that we sball have their hearty 
approval, in the approaching M x dy meetirgs, when Mr. 
Sankey shal] sing his sacred solos to the modest accom- 
paniment of a melodeon, and when the trained choir 
shell lead the great congregation in the revival melc dies 
published in the book of Mesers. Sankey and Bliss. We 
hope they will come in and erj +y the music with us. The 
politicians also wisely set us the example in using the 
newspspers to promote a revival. How are men to be 
brought to political meetings, if these are not well ad ver- 
tised beforehard, and their proceedings well reported 
afterwards? Hence we see entire pages of the journals 
occupied with reports of political meetings, in city and 
country, avd with the entire speeches of prominent 
speakers. And soon we shall see the columns filled with 
notices and reperts of the religious meetings, and with 
the sermons of Mr. Moody. Of course it takes money to 
do all these things, and the politicians know that, as well 
a anybody, and pour it ont abundantly, to do printing, 





to bire or build hails, to pay expenses of speakers and 
singers, to supply fiigs and torches and transparencies, 
and to meet a hundred other expenses, It will not atall 
surprise them, therefore, to hear that Christians are 
spending thousands of d »JJars on the inc!dental expenses 
of a great religious revival. 

The results expected are also somewhat the same, as 
related to the respec'ive objects. The pcliticians hrpe to 
create some necessa'y excitement, to draw crowds to the 
meetings, to bring out a full vote of their friends, to 
make converts from the opposite side, and to secure a 
victory for their party and its princ!ples. We Christians 
expect, also, to deepen and intensify men’s interest in 
the far more important question of religion ; to secure 
crowded meetings of the friends, and of those who have 
been the enemies of Christ; to convert a multitude of 
sinners from the error of their ways; to strengthen the 
churches and to weaken the forces of evil. Oar object 
is a noble one, and our means are sppropriate, “ our ene- 
mies themselves being jadges.” We will go forward 
then, fall of courage and faith, assured that we are en- 
gaged in God’s cause, and shall meet with the desired 
success. As the objective point of the campaign is jast 
now in Cricago, we ask the prayers of Obristians every- 
where in behalf «cf these special meetings. 


Chicago, Sept. 29, 1876. 





THE PROGRESS OF CREATION. 
BY OHABLES B, WARING. 


| The Story of Oreation, told in the light of the Two 
Records; the one written some four thousand years ago 
in the first chapter cf Genesis; the other spread out in 
the rocks and sky, but made known to us only of late 
through geology and astronomy. | 


Genesis opens with ‘‘ In the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth.” With this, scientists of all shades 
of belief agree. The evidence that there was a beginning 
due to the Great First Cause is so conclusive that no one 
seriously questions it. The solar system, of which the 
Earth forms a very small part, was at first one great mass 
of gas-like or nebulous matter. Our gl b2 forming as 
yet an integral part of this immense body, had neither 
form nor organ‘zation, and is well described by M wes as 
“without form and void.’ The matter left to itself must 
at first have been at rest, and as light is the re- 
enlt of motion, it must have been enwrapped in darkness, 
and, as Moses says, ‘“‘ darkness was upon the face of the 
deep.” 

Science tell us that force or motion was imparted to 
matter from the same G eat Cause which f»rmed matter; 
and Moses says that it was “the spirit of Gd that 
moved upon the face of the fiaid mass.” I say “ fluid,” 
because that is the exact radical equivalent of the word 
rendered in our Bibles “waters” It is something not 
solid, but mobile and fiywing. The matter once set in 
motion, the first visible « ffsct was the production of light, 
and it is the next ree: ried step in this progress that 
“there was light.” The order of Ganesis and of modern 
science is the same,—G od, matter, motion, light. 


That first light was poor in q1ality as compared with 
the present. It had in its spectrum but two or three 
faint lines of coler. But as the nebulous mass slowly 
condensed, and planet after planet took its p!ace in its 
orbit, there came a time when the earth became, like the 
sun, a ball of molten matter surrounded by an intensely 
hot atmesphere. Then the light reached its present 
wealth of color, and was fi:ted for all its present uses. 
For ages before this, the earth had, like the sun, re- 
volved upon its axis, but there had been as yet no suc- 
cession of days and nights. It was only after the earth 
had so far cooled as to become a black, non-laminous 
ball that there were any nights. You will note as one 
of the exquisite coincidences of the two records that 
Moses places the verdict of completion, “ Aad God saw 
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the light that it was good,” before the solid and non-lu 
minous earth divided between the light and the dark. 
ness, adding that this light was day and this darkaes 
night, As there could not possibly have been any day 
before that, Moses is right when he says that the evening 
and the merning were the first day. 

The world, however, was, as science tells us, still in. 
teneely hot, and consequently covered with mists and 
clouds many bundred miles in thickness, The next step 
absolutely necessary before life should be possible, war 
the cooling of the earth and the consequent deposition 
of the waters, as well as the admission to its surface of 
the light cf heaven. In exsct accord Moses next teller 
us that God made an ¢xpanse in the midst of the waters, 
and divided the waters below it from the waters above 
it. The atmosphere, however, as geologists tell us, war 
loaded at first with carbonic acid, a deadly poison fur al) 
the higher animals. In harmony with this, the writer 
omits to pronounce it “ good,” 

This deposition of the water was a very long process, 
but the day came when the work was done, and the 
writer could say, ‘“ And it was s0,”—this day, memorable 
as marking the close of the ante-life period and the com- 
mencement of this, in which it was possible for anima) 
and vegetable life to begin. It was well worthy to be 
remembered as the second of these epochal days. 

The waters at first covered the whole globe, As Pro- 
fessor Huxley said, in the first of his lectures a few days 
ago, “ All that is now dry land has once been at the 
bottom of the waters.”* The next step ia the “evolution” 
of our world, was for the Jand to come up fiom beneath 
the water, This is what is next said: “ Let the water 
be gathered into one place, and let the dry land appear.” 
The narrative gives no intimation whether the process 
was long or short, but the other record has revealed the 
fact that the process was very long, occupying many 
thousands of years. It has also told us, among other 
matters not mentioned by Moses, that the world was 
furnished with plants without seeds, or bearing those 
which were naked like those of present pines and other 
cone-bearirg trees, but among them was neither gras- 
nor “ fruit-trees bearing fruit whose seed was inside of 
it.” 

In this early pesind was the strange and abundant 
flora of the coal beds, There was also a vigorous anima) 
life, but « f now extinct species. As to all these the Mo- 
saic account says nothing, At last, in what geologists 
call the Tertiary pericd, the land was completed essen- 
tially as it stands to-day, and, filted and fisished for its 
higher inbabitants, it is pronounced “gocd.” Not long 
before this, as geology counts in time, scientists tell us 
that vegetation culminated in grasses, and in those 
higher kinds of plants whose distinguishing peculiarity 
is that their seed is inside of their fruit,—argiosperm 
and palms botanists call them. These became the pre. 
vailing plents in that seme period in which the conti- 
nents were completed. Mores also places these comple- 
tions in one period, for they are followed by but one day 
of announcement for both. God saw that they were 
“ good,” and the day on which he gave this verdict was 
the “third day.” 

We learn from geology that this same period alac 
brought to an end tbe ancient type of climate. There 
were previously “no zones of climate.” We also learp 
that not one species of fish, reptile, bird, or mammal 
existing before or during that last period is extant to 
day. 

The sun and moon which had been shining upon the 
earth for countless ages now received an app :intment to 
new daties, ‘“ Let the lights in the firmament of heaven 
be for signs and for seasons, and for days and for years 
And it was so.” Before this, the axis of the earth was 
nearly perpendicular, and consequently there had been 
no seasons, no ready means of measuring the years, and 
the days and nights had been equal. Lest the Jews, 
who with all Eastern nations were prone to worship the 
sun and moon, should claim some exemption for these 
bodies, the writer asserts God’s creatorship, and adds, 
God made the two great lights, the greater light to rule 
the day, and the lesser light to rule the night, He made 
the stars also, and God set them where they are in the 
expanse of heaven to give light upon the earth, and to 
rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the 
time between the light and the darkness, givig to each 
its ever-varyiog share, After this came the modern type 
of climate, with reasons, and un+qual days and nights, 
renderiog possible the present living races, When this 
great change ould be pronounce! completed, i, ¢. 
“good” for its present uses, the day on which it was so 

* This little o’ause is the only statement made by Professor Huxley 
in his three lectures of any fact having any beariug upon the story 
found in Genesis, and this one is in exact harmony with,it. 








said was worthy of being commemorated as the fourth 
of this series, 

After this, which geology calls the Glacial period, came, 
( know not how long ago, the living species of fish and 
fowl], and when this culmination of this division of 
animal life was completed, the day in whioh it was pro- 
nounced “ good” was the fifth day. 

After this there was a pr duction of living species of 
cattle, reptiles, and beasts « f the earth, 

Darirg this late period God made map, and then he 
pronounced it a)l very good; and this day of approval 
was the sixth of this series. 

The reader will note that “good” in this account 
refers only to completion—‘“ good” for its use; also that 
there is no indication of how much time intervened 
between any two recorded events, 

The “days” differ in no respect from other days. 
B-tween them are intervals,—enough for the fullest claim 
of geology and astronomy, 

Oroton-on-the Hudson, Sept. 28, 1876. 





“SONGS IN THE NIGHT.” 
BY MRS, 8. C. WILKINSON, | 


LOVE to think of Jesus,— 
He left his Father’s throne, 
And, moved with pity, “ Lo,” he said, 
“To do thy will I come.” 
I love to think of Jesus,— 
Love’s banner he unfurled, 
And on the wings of mercy flew 
To save a guilty world, 


I love to think of Jesus,— 
Love, love beyond control ! 

He found me sick and dying, 
And he has made me whole, 


I love to think of Jeeus,— 
Sufficient is his grace ; 

While his left hand supports my head, 
His right hand doth embrace. 


I love to think of Jesus,— 
In darkest hours of night, 

When sleepless, feverish, on my bed, 
I watch for morning light. 


I love to sing of Jesus,— 

And high this note shall swell, 
Above my every murmur, 

“ He doeth all things well.” 


But, O dear Saviour, Jesus, 
These aching limbs would rest ; 
And fain I’d lay my fevered head 
To sleep on Jesus’ breast. 
Ann Arbor, Mich. 





SALVATION, 
BY W. P. BREED, DD, 


ALVATION is first a great rescue, and secondly, a 
welcome home. 

Years ago a railway train eped over the land bearing 
the members of many families to their several destina- 
tions. Some were conversing, some were reading, some 
sleeping, some fondling their children, all hastening 
home or hastening abroad with no thought of danger 
But the route lay over a biidge with a draw, and the 
draw in the bridge was turned to sllow the passage of a 
vessel, The warning signal was fiying, but owiog tu 
the direction of the wind only its edge was presented to 
the engineer of the train, and he did not s2e it. On 
cams the train! Ose man who saw it coming 
on to certain ruin fainted away under the rush of emo- 
tion ! 

Bat now a puff of wind struck the flag, and presenting 
its side to the coming train, exposed the danger to the 
engineer, and in an instant down went the brakes, but 
on came the train toward the gulf of death! On it came, 
grinding and crunching along, slower and slower, bat 
still coming on! The loc: motive went cver; the tender 
went over; the baggage-car went over; and there the 
train stopped, the baggage-car actually hanging into 
the gulf without falling! It was aglorious, a wonderfal, 
a most merciful reaue! What emotions shook those 
passengers when the truth as to their peril and rescue 
broke uponthem? And religion is a great rescue from 
a plunge into a gulf that is bottomless. 

But it is also a welc’ms home, Twenty miles farther 
on a family are waiting for a husband and father on 
that train. Tidings of his peril and rescue have reached 
them over the wires, and how the hearts throb at the 
sound of the shrill whistle announcing his approach! 
And as he enters, what a welcome of joy and tears greets 





him! Ah! so shall it be with the rescued sinner as he 
enters heaven, Loved ones are waiting for him there, 
and no such j-ys on earth can human hearts ever know 
as thrill the soul under that welcome home! 





“SUNDAY-SCHOOL SUNDAY.” 
BY JAMES DURYEE STEVENSON, 


UCH was the title given last October by one of my 
class to the best day in our Sanday-school year, 
She meant, not the “anniversary day,” nor that happy 
time when so many of the school confessed Christ, but 
the day when we were to pray. Of course, we always 
pray; but ‘‘Sanday-school Sanday” is the Sabbath in 
which the sun all day long, as he moves westward from 
land to land, locks down on succersive thousands of 
Sabbath-school teachers and the friends of their work, 
in special prayer for Sabbath-school scholars. 

It was a grand thought when out of the blood and 
ashes of the Sepoy rebellion, the missionaries in India 
were inspired to set a world-wide church praying for 
the world lying in wickedness. Nota year goes by but 
the Week of Prayer finds quick responses somewhere, 
in God’s Spirit being powerful to save through Jesus 
the Obrist, 

It was a happy thought when Ohristian hearts our 
Ignd over began to keep a chosen day to pray for our 
schools and colleges, and every year some of the gather- 
ing places of our youth see answers to those special 
petitions. 

It was an arrangement grateful to the hearts of our 
young men active for Jesus, when the Young Men’s 
Ohristian Associations’ Sanday in November was ap- 
pointed, and every year it cheers and comforts as it 
draws all the associations to Him who is the source of all 
their strength. 

But, teachers! I thiak it was the grandest thought of 
all, when the Holy Ghost put it into the hearts of our 
Eoglish fellow-workers of the London Suaday School 
Union, to suggest to the Bible-teaching thousands 
sround the earth that they keep Sanday, October 20, 
1872, with the Monday following, as days of universal 
prayer for Sabbath-schools, and then to renew the sug- 
gestion yearly since. It is grand to pray for a heathen 
world that it may be converted into a Christian world ; 
or to pray for our studying youth that they may have 
wisdom from above ; or to pray for our Christian young 
men that they may be associated with Onrist and be 
strong in the Lord's work. But it is not the missionary 
work, nor efforts among the youth in our academies and 
colleges, nor our Young Men’s Christian Associations’ 
cause, that needs our prayers most. While anxious that 
they all be blessed, none of these is the citadel; and as 
we could better give up, one by one, rifis-pit and moat, 
abattis and parapet, than the citadel of final strength 
behind them, so if we had to select among these agencies 
of the charch’s work of to-day, we would cling to the 
Sabbath Bible-school to the last. Beside God’s own 
ordained institutions of the family and the church, 
stands the Sabbath Bible-school of this generation, and 
from these three go forth the inflaences that uader God 
lead our youth in secular school and college to C arist 
for true learning ; that nerve our Young M sn’s Caristian 
Associations for their fight with sin; and that provide 
warm hearts at home to give, and consecrated ones to 
go, that the heathen may be reached and saved. 

How admirable, then, the practice of consecrating to 
united prayer these two days in October, in behalf of the 
agencies he has so wonderfully blessed! And yet, in 
many places, but little is made of these times of near ap- 
proach to God, and in some they are not observed at all. 
Ia examining my helps for October, I find scarce a word 
about these days. Have not our editorial helpers failed 
somewhat, to make much of these grand audience da & 
with the King? And where these days are kept, t 0 
often it is in a perfunctory manner, and with too little 
realization of the wealth of promised blessiag and gra- 
cious fulfillment that gathers about “ Sunday-school 
Sunday.” 

I cannot tell what this service has been to my own soul 
year by year. In 1872 it lifted me, when cast down by 
six months of seeming want of success in a new class, 
and it flooded me with blessings three months later in 
near!y all that class converted. In 1873, among other 
blessings, it warmed to life a sch lar from the chill of 
lor g years of darkness and doubt. Year by year this 
prayer service has given me glimpses into the hearts of 
the parents of my scholars which I could never have had 
without it, and which bound me to these parents in 
sympathy and solemn vows of renewed endeavor for 
their children, A year sgo the days of prayer filled my 
cup to overflowing when the Lord not only led six more 
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from my class to himself, but also, amid last winter’s 
splendid victories over Satan, entered the classes of two 
of my former scholars, each of which had had represen- 
tatives with us on that October Sabbath morning, and led 
six from the one class and five from the other to himself 
No! I cannot tell a tithe of all this blessing, nor give 
even a faint conception of how my heart’s memories and 
hopes cluster arouad the day. 

Fellow-teacher: I want you to keep “ Sanday-school 
Sunday.” Do not look to the superintendent or to the 
teachers to do your duty and arrange for your privilege. 
Keep it specially yourself, with your own class, and with 
their parents and immediate friends, Iavite all these to 
meet the dear Lord and yourself at designated hours in 
those two days, and to plead mightily with God for your 
scholars one and all. Do not forget the absent, nor those 
who have left. They are your scholars still, Make a 
full roll, and call each name in petition, You want them 
all written on the Great Surety’s words, They ought all 
to be first written on your heart. Make earnest efforts to 
get scholars and parents to see the blessedness cf thus 
being “ with one accord in one place,” and as on the day 
of the first blessing of the new dispensation of the Spirit, 
expect the divine infiaence to sit upon you each. Pray 
meantime, until these days arrive, that your class 
gathering msy be a meeting-place with Jesus. Get all 
your scholsrs to join you in thir, ard so occupy that atti- 
tude of earnest, eager expectancy which our Father loves 
to see, and which he always rewards, 


SERMONS TO GIRLS. 
LETTER-WRITING. 
BY MARGARET E, SANGSTER, 


| pe from discouraging anybody from the attempt to 
write for the public, I would give a ccrdial welcome 
to every a:pirant who has a real vocation todo so. It is 
very wonderful and beautifal to think how ‘ast and far 
the words are borne, which the tiny types catch and set 
down on the printed psge. Written in quiet rooms, by 
thoughtful and earnest people, they go out on a mission 
which never seems to end. Years and years after a little 
sorg .f the heart has been sung, or a message of cheer 
written, it keeps on its way when the author’s name is per- 
haps forgotten, or the author’s scul is with the angels. 
Now in an obscure corner of a country newspaper, now 
in a lady’s scrap book, and again in some lovely sheaf of 
selections, bound together and tied with the ribbon of an 
attractive title, it meets the eye of some weary or stricken 
reader, and gives comfort and strength. May God speed 
all who are able to help in this good work! 

Quite as real, quite as beautiful, and quite as helpful, 
is another use of the pen, which is within the reach of 
every one of my friends, Iam sure you can all write 
letters, If there be one who thinks she cannot, then it 
is because she has a mistaken idea of what a letter ir, 
When families in the course of events are separated, 
their scattered members keep mcst closely bound, and 
their interests are best united, by a regular and frequent 
interchange of correspondence. When you live in a re- 
mote rural village, and desire to buy a new drees or bon- 
net from the city, a letter sent to the proper place will 
farnish you with samples, and in due time bring you 
what you select, as acceptably as though you had made 
your choice over the counter. Letters convey congrata- 
lations, condolences, neighborhood news, family gossip, 
business details and furmal arrangements, as exactly and 
pertinently as any of these can be communicated from lip 
tolip. None of you will confess an inability to compose 
an epistle, when you have something which must be said, 
and you have aclear idea how tosay it. It is not for 
the necessary letter-writing that I must plead, but rather 
fur the amenities of correspondence, for kind words sent 
from friend to friend, when there is no particular occa- 
sion, except the prompting of sif.ction,—for letters, in 
short, which are « uvenirs and love-tokens. 

What isa letter? It is:imply asheet of paper on 
which you have told in writing that which you would 
have told in speech, had your correspondent been present. 
There may be+s many varying shades, from grave to gay, 
from lively to severe, ia the different letters you write, as 
in the different people who call them forth, It is proper 
at times to maintain dignity and reserve in your inter- 
couise with the world, and it is in good taste that certain 
letters should not descend to trivialities or familiarity. 


- It is never in good taste to be stilted, affscted, or con- 


ceited in a letter, to embellish it with flowery sentences 
which convey no meaning, or to fill it with commonplaces 
which weary or disgust its recipient. 

A letter of business, addressed to a person of affairs, 
should be as brief as possible. It should say every es- 
sential word on the subject in hand, and not a single 








supe) fiaous one. It can do without useless preambles 
ard ornamental perorations. Plunge at once, without 
pre iminaries, into the theme under consideration, and 
leave cff the moment you have done, 

A letter to your relatives, or to your intimate friends, 
may be as discursive, as extended, and as informal as ycu 
please. It may tell, at any length, the homeliest every- 
day happenings, the drolleries of the household, the 
witticisms of the breakfast-table, aud the plans and en- 
gagements of those around you. It should be, and is at 
its best, a leaf out of your own life- book, with the colors 
fresh and unfaded, a bit of yourself freely given to some 
one who is very near to you, and in whom you are not 


‘afraid to confide. Such a letter should be in its sim- 


plicity an unconscious revelation of chsracter, an index 
to yourself. It should be you, as father and mother and 
sisters know you, in the intimacy of the domestic circle, 
not as you are partly known by those who meet you only 
in a ceremonicus way in society. 

Premising that your letters are cheerfal, bright and 
sunny, I advise you to devote some time every week to 
writing them. It is well to touch lifa at many points, 
It is desirable to have many threads binding you to 
other homes and to other circumstances than your own. 
To use Mrs, Whitney’s happy phrase, you need “ Oat- 
ings.” It is sweet first to have a pure, consecrated and 
beautiful inward life of your own; but there is always 
the danger of growing narrow and selfish, if you allow 
yourselves to revolve in one circle, or slip on always in 
one groove. It is good for us to keep al.:ve cour sympathies 
with cur different friends, by frequent feeling of their 
surroundings, and by entering iato their joys and their 
griefs, 

Write often, therefore, and never allow a letter or a 
postal card to remain unanswered, Postal cards are 
very convenient for those who are in haste, but I fear 
they will do away with some of the sweet, full, long 
letters which women have always found time and incli- 
nation to write. Who can make love on a postal? 
Who can chide in the tender fashion which makes fault- 
finding pleasant as a caress—on a postal? Who can 
tell the gratitude for an anxiety alleviated, or a burden 
lifted, on a postal? Of course, there is no need to use 
the pretiy fiat card for any of these purposes, The 
trouble is that you ean seize one in a second, dash off on 
it the bald facts that the barn took fire last night, or the 
cow died, or that Aunt Patty bought a new dress and 
wants a yard more to trim with,-all in the twinkling of 
aneye. On the narrow margin left you can :queeze in 
a reference to father’s rheumatism, or the baby’s croup, 
and say msgnificently, Love to all. Then conscience, 
which has been pricking you for two days with “ Write 
to Sophy;” “write to Lillie, do, do, do,” ceases. She 
will get the postal, and you’ll send her the long letter 
afterward. It may be a pretty indefinite afverward, for 
there will be the camp-meeting, and the Sanday-school 
picnic, and your new suit, and the peaches to can, 
and other things in their season. The longer you 
defer the writing of a letter, the longer you are likely 
to do so. 

Some of the finest contributions from women to polite 
literature are in the form of letters. You will at once 
think of Madame Swetchine, of Eugéaie de Guerin, of 
Madame de £évigi é, of Lucy Aikin, and of others whose 
epistolary correspondence is still as entertaining and as 
elegant as when it was indited. Evidently these ladies 
delighted in what they did in this line, and thought it 
worth their while to do it well. In passing, let me say 
that it is always worth while to do well even the 
slightest thing of this kind that you undertake. 

There is one use of the pen which I can merely indi- 
cate here, It is ‘he weapon for a Christian woman, who 
desires to serve her Saviour, and bring others to know 
him. Almost without her consciousness, as insensibly 
as the breath of a perfume, if she is in earnest, all the 
letters she writes will have some token of her loyalty to 
Jesus. And she will not fail, often and of set purpose, 
to write letters to her friends, her kindred, and to dean 
children whom slie may love and pet, abcut the things 
of the heavenly kingdom. To comfort those in the 
shadow of sore bereavement, to gently reprove those 
who are wandering, and to strengthen those who are 
trying to do well, what so potent as a letter? To the 
boy away from home, to the girl at school, to the invalid 
in the monotony of her chamber, a word fitly spoken 
goes with the blessing of God on every page. 

Always date your letters from the place where you 
are, writing place and time plainly. Always, except to 
the very dearest, sign your full name. Girls write so 
much alike in these days, that if your correspondent 
receives many letters, she may fail to know at once 
which Nettie or Nellie or Nina it is, who has been so 


kind as to think of her. Always fully pay the postage, 
and if your letter be about your own affairs, and requires 
a reply, enclose return stamps. This is a matter of 
simple justice, though cfien neglected through inad- 
vertence, 

I do not think it well to write letters out of our for- 
lorn, morbid, sorrowful moods, and send them to darken 
friendly hearts. Of course, there are exceptions. There 
are some to whom it is right to unfuld everything. 
Bat generally let your letters be cheerful, brave, and 
tranquil, and do not write when the evil spirit casts his 
gloom over you. Never fill a whole page with excuses 
and apologies; it is a vexatious waste of time. Naver 
cross your letter, or scribble it in such frantic haste that 
it is a puzzle to read it. That is an unpardonable sin 
against good manners. Never write when you are dis- 
turbed by anger, for you may say more than you will 
mean in a cooler hour, and while a spoken word can be 
smoothed over, or explained away, a written one has a 
permanence that may rise up in judgment against you, 
when your passion has abated. Indiscreet letters have 
severed the fciendships of years. Never write silly sen- 
timentalism, which it would embarrass you to have 
critical eyes see, though bear in mind that honest loving- 
ness is nothing to be ashamed of. While you are a girl 
at home, be above carrying on secret correspondences 
with strangers or mere acquaintances, Let your life in 
this, as in all else, be open and aboveboard, in the 
radiant atmosphere of trath and purity which the whole 
world can observe, 


WAITING FOR A SIGN, 
BY ELLA A, DRINKWATER, 


E kept a few geraniums up stairs last winter, which 
we watered when we thought of it, and occasion- 
ally we remembered to draw the shade when the nights 
were cold or raise it when the sun shone brightly ; but 
they often suffered from drought, were touched by the 
frost, and sometimes passed whole days in gloom because 
the sun was not permitted to shine on them. I do not 
understand the happy circumstances to which it was 
owing ; but, despite all these contrary ixflaences, I one 
day discovered a tiny germ of a bud on the Tom Thumb 
geranium. 

The pot was immediately carried down stairs into a 
room of more even temperature, placed in a sunny win- 
dow, shielded from the cold at night, and watered faith- 
fally. On Christmas Day the buds opened, the scarlet 
blossoms forming a pretty contrast to the feverfew by 
which they were surrounded, 

“T should never have thought to bring the geranium 
down stairs if I had not seen those buds,” I said one 
day, and then I felt conscience-stricken with the thought, 
80 sadly, solemnly true, that we seldom strive to benefit 
others antil we have received some hopeful sign. Some 
one says, “I believe your son Charlie is serious,” 
“ Ab!” replies the Caristian father, “I will talk with 
Oharlie. And he does talk with him very affectionately. 
At family worship he chooses to read something that 
Charlie can understand ; he prays with and for him, and 
he tries to keep his own temper, and does not find fault 
with the boy as often as usual. And Charlie enjoys 
the new state of affairs, wondering a little why his father 
was never so kind and interested ir him before, but be- 
lieving that his “ trying to be a Ohristiam” makes all the 
diff-rence, 


Perhaps Mrs. H. notices a moistening of the eyes, an 
indifferent manner assumed to conceal emotion, or a 
slight tremor in the voice when repeating certain Bible 
traths, and then she begins to pray for her class as she 
never prayed before, She writes little notes to each 
scholar, making the way of salvation plain to them, and 
striving to remove every obstacle to confessing Carist be- 
fore men ; her words are received joyfully by longing, 
trembling, hoping hearts, that might have commenced 
the Ohristian life years before, perhaps, if just this help 
had been given them. But Mrs. H. had been teaching 
them the length of the river Jordan, and the age of 
Moses, and waiting for asign. And how often we wait 
until the drunkard has risen for prayer in our meetings 
before we remember his temptations and trials, or seek 
to benefit his family in any way. Is it any wonder that 
he thinks that he must do something to earn God’s 
respect and forgiveness, when God’s children neglect 
him until he makes some effort for his own deliver- 
ance? 


Ohildren slip away from our influence like sand through 


the fingers, our young people are filled with the bitter 
frait of their own way, and our old people die without 








hope while,we wait for some sign of promise, 
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8, Oct, 15 —Stepben’s Martyrdum Acts 7 : 51-60 
4. Oct, 22.—Bimeon, The SOrcerer.........ceeseceercresseesseerees Acta 8 : 9-2 
6. Oct. 29 —Philip and the Ethiop’am.........c-ccecese~ coors Acts 8 : 26-46 
6. Nov. 5.—Baul’s COnversiOn, ..........0000- ceesereereneeseeenenens Acts 9; 1-1+ 
7. Nov 12.—fan)’s Karly Mimistry.............ccccccessrerseveees Acta 9 : 19-80 
8. Nov. 19.—Dorcas Restored to Life.........ceeecereesenees Acta 9 : 31-48 
9, Nov.26.—Peter’s . ision Acta 10 : 1-2 
10, Dec. 8.—The Gentiles Received.........sesreessosessenes Acts 10 ; 84-4 
11, Dec. 10.—Spread of the Gospel.........ccsecrerreeseeeneees Acts 11 : 19-30 
12. Dee 17.—Peter’s ROlOas@.....00.0..c0cseesceseresereesereseeeseeness Acta 12; 1-17 
18. Deo. 24.—Review ; or, a Lesson selected by the school. 
14, Dec, 81.—Annual Review or Selection. 


LESSON 5, SUNDAY, OCTOBER 29, 1876. 
Title: PHILIP AND THE ETHIOPIAN, 
GOLDEN TEXT: HE THAT BELIZVETH AND Is 
BAPTIZED SHALL BE SAVED —Mork 16: 16 
Topic : THE WAY OF LIFE. 


HOME READINGS, 


Monday, October 28: Acts 8: 26-40. The way of life. 
Tuesday, October 24: Isa 58:1-12 The way foretold. 
Wednesday Oclober 25 John 14:1-14 The way revea'ed. 
Thursday Octobr26 Matt 7:1-14 The way descr bed. 
Friday, October 27: John 10:1-18. The way proclaimed. 
Saterday Oclober 28; John 3: 1-21. The way sought 
Sunday, October 29; Col. 8: 1-17. Chr st our life, 


LESSON TEXT. 
[Acts 8 : 26 40.) 


26. And the angel of the Lord spake unto Philip, saying, Arise, and 
go toward the south, unto the way that goeth down from Jerusalem 
unto Gaza, which is desert 

27. Aud he arose and went: and, behold, a man of Ethiopia, an 
eunuch of «reat authority under Candace qveen of the Ethiopians 
who hed the charge of ail her treasure, aud had come to Jerusalem 
for to worship, 
> 28 Wes rturning; and sitting in h's chariot, read Esaias the 
prophet. 

29. Then the Spiritsaid unto Philip, Go near and join thyself to 
this chariot. 

8%) Aud Philip ran thither to him, and heard him read the prophet 
Eaaias, and sa'd, Uncerstandest shou what thou reade t? 

81. And he said, How can I, ex ept acme man shou d guide me? 
And he d sired Philip that he would come up aud +i: with him. 

82. The piece of the: ccipture which he read was this, He was led 
as a sheep to the slaughter; and like a lamp dumb before his shear 
er, 80 opened he not his mouth: 

88. In his huwiliation his jadgment was taken away: and who 
shall declare his generation ? for his life is taken fri m the earth. 

84 And the eunuch answ:r.d Philip, and said, I pray thee, of 
whem speaketh the prophet this? of himself, or of some other man? 

85 Then Philip 0; eved his mouth, and began at the same script- 
ure, and preac he u. to hiw Jesus 

86 And as they weut on their way, they came unto a certain water 
and the eunuch said, fee, here is water; what duth hiuder me to be 
baptised ? 

87 And Philp sa'd, If thou believest with al\ thine beart, thou 
mayest. And he auswered and said, I believe that Je.us Christ is the 
Son of God 

8& And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they wnt 
down both futo the water, both Ph.lip, and the eunuch ; and he bap- 
tiz d bim. 

389. And when they were come upo t ofthe water, the Spirit of the 
Lord caught away Philip, that the cunuch saw him no more: and e 
wentonhawayrj cing 

40. But Philip wes found at Azotus: and passing th.ough, he 
preached fu all thecili s, till he came to ( esarea, 





EXPOSITION. 
BY WILLIAM ORMISTON, D.D. 


N the last lewon we had an sccount of the visit of 

Philip the evangelist to the populous city of S uma- 
tia, where he successfully proclaimed the gospel to 
crow¢es of anxious a'd believing hearers, and where 
there was grea jy. Ia the present lesson, which is a 
continuation of the narrative of P.ilip’s labors and the 
ever-wideniog spread of the gospel, we havea charmirg 
account of his mission to an uniahabited desert, to 
preach Carist to a solitary unhappy traveler, who, after 
receiving the glad tidiags from the lips of the heaven. 
sent messenger, went on his way rejoicing. This ex- 
quisitely told story forms one of the most romantic and 
intereatiog e} isodes in missionary work. 

No sooner had the apostles Peterand John completed 
the object of their mission ia the city of Samaris, and 
departed for Jerusalem, preaching the gospel ia all the 
towns and villages through which they passed, than a 
messenger from the Lord came to Pailip with special 
inatrac'ions as to what he should do, This divine mes- 
sage and its fulfillment constitute the su! jzct of 


THE LESSON, 
Wea have 9 full and instructive acoount given of the 


way cf life, of bow it waa earnestly sought, clearly shown, 
and polagaliy entered, 





1. THE WAY OF LIFE SOUGHT (26 81). 

Angels are ihe ministers of God, and have frequently 
heen employed by him in the affsirs of our world. They 
appeared in v'sible form to many persons under the Old 
Testament dispensation, and during the early history of 
he Coristian church their visits were more frequent 
than at any other period. An angel sppeared to Zicha- 

iss, to Mary, to Joseph, ard to the shepherds, in con- 
nection with the advent; they ministered to our Lord 
juring bis life, and they were seen around his sepulcher, 
and took part in the glories of the ascension. Subsequent 
to that event, an angel appeared to Peter, to Philip,—as 
mentioned in the lesson,—to Cornelius, to Paul, and to 
John. Ask the class to pame individuals to whom 
sngels appeared, +s recorded in the Od Tes‘ament. 
Angels are still mioistering spirits sent forth to minister 
or those who are heirs of salvation (Heb. 1: 14; Psalm 
34: 7). 

What form the angel assumed in communication with 
Philip we are not told; nor are we told how he recog- 
aized the message as from God. Bat the message was 
listinct, and Philip promptly obeyed it. 

He was directed to go to a lonely, desolate part of a 
road which led from Jeruea'em to Gaza. a city at the ex 
treme south of the land of Canaan, Toere were mere 
roads than one leading southward frem the holy city ; 
and so the one intended was marked by the phrase 
“which is desert.’’ The heaven-directed evangelist, like 
acaptain of a vessel sailing with sealed orders to be 
opened only in mid ocean, wended his way, wondering 
wherefore he was sent. Meanwhile, a stranger and for- 
‘igner of high rank, treasuver of an E hiopian q een, 
who, having heard—-probably from some wandering Jow- 
ish merchants in his native land—something about the 
Lord God of Israel, had come up to attend one cf the 
J +wish festivals to worsbip desiring to learn more of the 
e igion of which he had heard, and was on his return 
jarney hy ms, Whathis iatercourse and experience 
were, while waiting at the temple, we know not; bat 
doubtless he heard not a little about Jesus of N+ zareth, 
whom many believed to be the Messiah spoken of by the 
prophets. So he procursd, it may be with d fficulty and 
at no little expense, a copy «f the O d Testament script- 
ires, to take wish him, in order that he might learn more 

f the revealed will of Jehcvab, and espec’ally of the 
promise and comiog of the Mssiah. Sitting in h's 
thariot, he read, as he jourseyed, from the prophecy of 
{ aiab, pre-eminently the Messianic prophet; and, as is 
uastomary among the pec pleof the East, even when read 
ing to themselves, he read aloud. 

These two travelers, the persecuted evangelist on foot, 
and the E:hiopian grandee In his chariot, were, unknown 
‘o themse) ves, on their way to meet each other. A; 
Pui'lp looked up, he saw the chariot rolling essily over 
he sandy plain ; and, guided by a distinct divine im- 
pulse, he hastened to the side of the charjot, where he 
heard the person within reading what he, Philip, knew 
o be a passage from the book of Isaish Then be asked 
with great s'mp'icity and directness,» ‘ Uuderstandest 

hon what thou readest?” The mind of the eunuch 
was s) intently occupi‘d with the subject, that he re- 
garded the friendly qvestion of Pailip as both natura! 
and appropriate, and with great candcr and buaility he 
replied, “ How can I, except some man should guide 
me?” There is here the earnest desire to find the truth 
which leads to life, and a readiness to receive instruction 
from any source. 

The nobleman, impressed with the idea that Philip 
could aid bim, invited bim to take a seat in the carriage. 
The invitation was accepted. Pailip understands now 
the ot jxctof bis j urpey. God bhsd a work for him to do 
in leading this distinguished foreigner and yearning 
seeker into the light. 

These two men meet for a little, and then part to meet 
no more on earth; but how momentous the result to the 
eunuch! At first anxious, fall of fears and doubts, he 
sadly said, “How can 1?” When Pailip left him, he 
went on his way rejoicing. 

(a) Study the word when thou risest up, and when 
thou liest down, and when thou goes‘ by the way. Light 
will come to the prayerful, diligent student, 

(.) Gladly receive instruction and guidance from any 
of the people ef God. 

ll, THE WAY OF LIFE SHOWN (82 85). 

What an interes'ing picture is here presented! The 
eunuch avd Philip sitting s’d3 by side in the carriage. 
The one eager to leara, aud the other able and ready to 
teach; the word of God in their hands, and the S pirit of 
God in their hearts. The passage of 8 :ripture which they 
are reading is a quotation from the fifty-third chapter of 
Isaiah —a prophecy delivered many centuries before the 
crucifixion of Carist, yetso minute in its details that it 





reads a] most like a narrative. The leading truth taught 
in the passage is the silent, self-sacrificing, vicarféus saf- 
ferirg: of Ohrist. The chapter whence the verses are 
quoted contains no less than eleven references to the 
great truth that Jesus died for us, for our sins; ask the 
scholars to mark each of them. In answer to the question, 
“Of whom speaketh the prophet this?” Philip from that 
scripture preached unto him Jesus, the Saviour, his in- 
carnation, life, works, suffering, death, resurrectio”, and 
ascension, and he shows how a sinner sec 1res an interest 
ia this salvation, by believing and being baptized. While 
the evangelist ¢x pounded the word and sp: ke of the love 
and grace of Jesus, light dawned upon the miad of the 
inguirer, and love filled his heart. 

(a) All who know the way of life should be ready to 
guide others. Specially explain to them the Scriptures. 

(5) Toall irqairers after the way of li‘e, speak of 
Jesus, Tell them who he is, what he has done, where he 
is, and what he is doing. 

(c) If we would learn, we must be humble, modest and 
docile. Ask experieaced Christians for advice and 
guidance. 

(qd) Many meetirgs like that of the lesson occur all 
the time,—teacher with scholar, friend with friend, and 
strar ger with stranger, Jesus and N codemus, Jesus and 
the woman of Samaria, Peter and Oornelius, Paul and 
Ananias. 

(e.) When reading the Bible, often stop and ask your- 
self the question, “ U aderstandest thou what thou readest?”’ 
If you do not, get some Phi ip to explain it to you. 

Il, THE WAY OF LIFE ENTERED (36-40). 

The eunuch having sincerely sought the way of life, 
and attentively listened while it was distinctly shown by 
Pailip, now j»yourly entered up n it. As the teacher 
and taught passed along, they came to a certain water, 
and in the joy of his fresh faith the eunuch said, “ What 
doth hinder me to be baptized?’ B-ngel says, “‘ Faith 
within and water without were ready.’’ The verse which 
contaics Pailip’s reply is regarded by some as of doubtful 
authority; but as it stands, it is quitea natural part of the 
narrative, and is ia accordance with the context, and 
with other parts of Scrip‘ure, 

Oa entering the way of life, we notice: 

1. He believed in Christ, as preached by Philip, as he of 
whom the prophe's spoke,—the M-s-ish, the 8 »n of God; 
and his faith was not, like that of Simon, assumed for a 
selfish end, but cordial, with all his heart. 

2. He was baptized. In obedience to the command of 
the Master and the teachings of his servant, he publicly 
professed his faith by receiving the ordioance of baptism 
at the hands of Pailip, in the presence of his servants, 
whem he ordered to stop the carriage till the rite could 
be performed. 

8. He went on his way rejoicing. He had obtained 
clesr views of diviae truth and the way of life; Carist 
had now become all his salvation and all his desire. His 
varden was removed. He had been taken outof the 
pit, p!aced upon a rock and « new song putin his mouth. 
Like Z ccheus he received C rist j »yfully, and like the 
the Pailippian jiilor he rj iced, believing in God. 
Surely, though he saw Pailip a0 more, he never forgot the 
meeting of that day, and o:ten looked forward to the time 
when they would meet before the Father’s throne. 

Having accomplished the work given him to do, Philip 
seems to have been supernaturally removei and carried 
to Azvius, a city near the sea, between Gaza and Joppa. 
Here he recommenc:d his evangelisiic labors, and 
preached in all the cities along the eastern shore of the 
M-diterranean, as far north as Cz area, his own home 
Tais city was built by Herod the Great, and is described 
as magoificent. It was a royal residence, andthe R man 
military heac q iarters. It is noted as the scene of at varal 
strikiog events recorded in the Ac s,—Peter’s visit to 
Cornelius, the Roman centurion; the impious act and 
fearful death of Herod Agrippa; and the in p isonment 
and tral of Paul. At the time of Puilip’s residence there 
the city was large and prosperous, and chic fly inhabited 
by Gentiles, so that Philip might be truly termed the 
Evangelist of the Gentiles. 

What should be the great theme of all evangelistic 
preaching? What the chief object of the sianer’s faith 
and hope? What is reqaisite to a proper public confes- 
sion of Chris‘? Have you sought the way of life? Have 
you found ik? Are you rej viciog in it? 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER, 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 
FTER the death of Stephen, which one of the seven 
deacons went to Samaria and preached? What 
strange thirgs did Pailip perform? Did many people 
believe? Whw else had been doing wonders in Samaria? 
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Did Simon’s megic cure any lame or sick pe’ ple, or make 
any one any better or hsppier? Did you ever hear of 
any good done by a magician or fortune-teller? 

What kind «f feeling was in the city after Philip 
preached and so many beiieved? Ia Samaria he preached 
to listenirg. believing crowds; but in this lesson we hear 
a story of Poilip sitting in a carriage by the side of a 
traveler, an cfficer of a queen in a far-off country. As 
they rode along over a lonely road, Pailip preached Jesus 
to him. He had only one to hear,—except, perhaps, the 
servants who traveled with the cfficer,—but Philip told 
of Jesus just as plainly as if he had been preaching to 
buodreds in a splendid temple. D> you know that Jesus 
is just as truly with you at homs, at school, when you 
are riding or walking alone, as he is with you in the 
chureh or the classon Sunday? Do you know that you 
can think and speak of him justas well in one of these 
places as in another? 

In Samaria there was oneman who stayed by, watching 
Philip and Peter and J»hn, to try and learn how to 
make something for himself. Waoowashe? What was 
the matter with his heart? Odar lesson to-day is of a 
diffsrent kiid of man, one who was trying to learn how 
to love and serve God aright. Whose eye watched 
Simou’s beart when he would have served himself in- 
stead of God? What kind of hearts has God given u; 
some pictures of, to shc w tbat every hidden sinful thought 
is open to his sight? He also gives us pictures of hearts 
that really want to love him ; and this lesson is one of 
the ways by which he shows us how ready he is to fill 
such hearts with the knowledge of his Son. The first 
thing in these verses which proves this is 


THE ANGEL- MESSAGE, 


Philip had been busy in Samaria, but there was work 
for him todo somewhere else. An angél came to him 
and said, “ Arise, and go toward the south.” Did you 
ever, when y: ur mother had told you to go somewhere, 
say, ‘‘ Where? What for? Why?’ Pailipasked none of 
these q 1estions, He did not need toask where, for the 
angel tuld bim exac:ly the way. He did not wk any 
questions about what he was to do on the way; for he 
kuew the angel-message was from God, and that he who 
sent the order to go, would also show him his work. Yt 
he must have wondered what he could do there, as much 
of the way from Jerusalem to G.za was a desert coun- 
try. 

Do you remember the strong man who lified off the 
great gates of thecity of G za and carried them off to 
the top of a bigh hii? Who was he? That city had 
been uite:ly destroyed, and a new one of the same pame 
built some milcs away from the ruins of the city where 
Samson destroyed the heathen temple, and died himseli 
with the thc usands who had come to see their prisoner. 
The old G zs ismow and was partly in Puilip’s time 
buried ia the sands of the desert. That, however, made 
no difference to Pailip; he arose and went. Just how 
far he had traveled, we do not know; but, on the road 
south of J crusalem, he found why Gd had sent him there. 
He heard the sound of rumb.i_g wheels, and saw a great 
chariot coming. Ia it was a man dressed like a prince 
or scme high « fliver, holding in his hands a roll, which 
he wss reading. Then the Spirit said to Pailip, “Gv 
near, a: dj ia thyee\fto this chariot.” Not an angel 
m¢ssage \his time, ,ut the Holy Spirit spcke to Puilip. 
What matier was): that Philip was an humble traveler, 
his clotbi. g worn and soiled by his journey, his sandals 
dus'y f.om the weary miles, that the chariot was fi.e aod 
grand, and the man dressed ia glittering uniform and shin- 
ing sword, riding with ali the show and bright cvlors used 
in that southern land. Puilip did not stop to thu k of all 
this. See how eagerly he obeyed when the Spiri; epuke. 
Pailip ran, a) d as he came near he heard the man read. 
ing aluud. He could not have been reading the Now 
Testament, which tells us this stury ; for Juhn and Luke, 
ard the othe:s who knew Jesus on earth and wrote of 
him, were then living, and had not yet written the N.w 
Testament, bat God was guiciog him to read of a Savivur 
yet tocome, Gud had Leiped Moses and Isaiah and 
other prophets to write of J.sus hundreds of years before 
he came, to teli of how he wouid jive and suffer and die. 
Philip heard the man read these very words, “He was 
led as a sheep to the slanghter, and like a jamb, dumb 
before his shearer, so he. pened not his muuih . . . bis 
life is taken from the earth.” Yuu know who that means, 
—the Oue who prayed for his enc mies un the Cross, who 
gave his life a ranxm formany. Who was ii? Bat 
this man did not k.ow, and so Philip asked, “ Do you 
understand what you arereadung?’ Hs answered, “ How 
can I, exceps some man should guide me ?” 

Who was guiding bim ali the while? Who guided 
Philip to that very spot to meet him? Who put it in 








Philip’s heart to ran ard speak to bim? Who pat it ip 
the man’s heart to ask Pailip to come and sit beside him 
and make him listen while Pailip read on, and talked 
and told who it was who was dumb before his enemie 
except to pray for them, and then died to save them and 
all the world beside ? 

The man lis ened while they went riding along ; the 
great lord learned lessons like a little child while Puilip 
wid how Jesus had lived doing guod every day, working 
muracles and teaching ; how his enemies had bsted him ; 
how he died on the cruas and rose again; how he now 
lives, the Suncf G din heaven, and yet will dwell in 
every heart that belicves aud loves. 

THE MAN BELIEVED. 


Did the man hear the story as so many children do, as 
if it were only one of the wunder-stories they hear apa 
turge.? D.d he say, ‘ Well, 1 am ou a j.urney now, and 
1 mast drive on, I nave business of imp rtance, so I will 
think of this sgain when [ have time’? No, he eagerly 
listened and quickly believed. He wanted toowa Oarist 
as Ais Savicur. Pnilip must have told him the words of 
Jcsus Carist in our golden text of to-day ; for the man 
wanted to confess that he believed, and be baptised. As 
they rode along, they came to a stream of water by the 
way-side, and tne man said, “ See, here is water, wha. 
doth hinder me tu be baptiz:a?’ Philip was giad and 
willing te receive him as a disciple of his Master, and tu 
hear tne man say, “I delicve tua Jceus Carist is the Sun 
of Gud.” Tne man commanded ibe servants to stup the 
chariot. Then the new disc ple and the way-side 
preacher went togecher into the water, and Pailip bap 
uzsd him “in the name of the Father, and of the Sun, 
and of tne Holy Ghost.” 

If the man could have taken Philip with him in his 
long charios ride tu his southera hume, would they nov 
have had swee: talks and prayers by tne way? Suppose 
he cuuid have intruduced Pailip to his queen, snowu 
him ner treasures, given him a reception at her court, 
would it not have been a great piessure to the Mau 
aud tov Paiiip? Ovuid be nut have served G.d by 
preachirg io tuat far country? But God does his wurk 
io his own way, nutia ours. The man turned to get 
oack in his chariot, and Paulip was no longer with hiw ; 
he had disappeared. We cannot teil how, for in some 
miraculous way God tovk Patiip away frum the man’s 
sight. if you tak ic can assist che cuudren, give simi- 
jar examples, as of Evijap, Ezckiel, Such «xampies 
would pruvably not heip unem, put it would be cf great 
vaiue fur them to leara that some siatements of Scripture 
and cf G.a’s deali:gs with us we are wo accept as /ucts, 
and walt for tne ligac uf everni.y to undersiaad what he 
bas not chosen to reveal to Us here, 

Pailip’s work on the desert-road was done ; congrega- 
tions were waiting to hear him preach in mapy cities. 
Tne man went oa, not doubting aud igoorantas Pailip 
found him, aad nos alone, the Saviour in his heart went 
with him, and so he ‘ went on his way rj vicing.” 

WHO WAS THE MAN? 


We are not told his name; only that he was a chief 
officer of a queen of Africa. He had been to Jerusalem 
tv worship, su perhaps he was a Jew who had traveled 
much, a wise business may, who knew how to make ana 
keep money, aud soempluyed by the  ieen to oversee 
her treasures and arrange the mouey barivess of her land. 
He may have been glad to be in Je:usaiem dwiig some 
great feast, to see Svicmon’s temple once more, Whiit 
there he may have heard of ali that had h,ppened in 
the yeas since he left; how Oarist had come aad bees 
put to death, and how his fo.lowers were iacreasing 
«Verywhere, preaching and doing muracies in his name. 
Perhaps he thought cf ibis as he rode hume ward, and su 
socked for the promise vf his coming, which he could noi 
understand untii Patlip was sent tu teach him, Whar 
queen once Came irom the south to hear Svlomon’s wis 
dom? Now the se: vant of auother queen came agaia tu 
near cf O.e greater than Sliomor. Peshaps he wen 
nome aud tpread the knowledge of Jesus, fur one whe 
was r joicing would not be stent, 

WHAT WAS HE READING? 

He was not reading s pilukd book such as we read 
now. Tne B.ble Suciety now p:ints this same Biole 1 
one hundred and six y fur ditfesent languages and ways 
of writing (dialecu),”so that almost every nation on 
earth can read it in their own language. But ia olden 
\imes printivg had not been discuv.red; every copy vi 
the B.ble—and they were few—had to be written with a 
pen, «. metimes on rolis of parchment, and sometimes on 
pager. Perhaps some of you have seen in the Oenien- 
nial Exoidition, or in museums, c pies of the Bible 
in writen letters, some of the ietters painted by hanu» 
which spent a life-time in making one copy, Ought we 





not to rej ice more than Pailip did when we have B bles 
and Testaments and lesson saves and colored texts as 
plentiful as the blossoms of summer? Will you let a 
servant of an African queen love the Bible and believe 
and rejoice more than you du? 





BIBLE LIGHTS ON THE LESSON. 


CTS 8:26. The angel . . . The angel of the Lord by night opened 
-% the prison doors Acts 5:19... Cornelius .. . was warped 
from God by an holy angel to send for thee into his house, and to 
hea~ words of thee, Ac's 10:22 .. . And, beho d, the angel of the 
Lord came upon him, and a light shined in the prison ; acd hesmote 
Peter on the rile, aud raiseddim up. Acts 12: 7. 


Vv. 27. Hearose ... And the dsciples went, and d'd as Jesus 
commanded them, Matt. 21:6... By faith Abre ham, eben he was 
called to go out into a place which he +h: u d after receive for anin 
heritance, cbeyed ; and he weut out, not knowiag wh ther he weuat, 
Heb. 11: 8. 


Aman of Ethiopia . \ . E hiopia shall soon str-tch out ber hands 
uato God, Pas. 68:31 . . . I will say ts the noith Give up; acd to 
the south, K ep not back: biing my sons ficim f r, and my d- ugh.ers 
from thee. ds of the earth. Isa 48 6... And ths Ge itiles shall 
come to thy light, and kings to the br’ghtness of thy rising, ‘sa 60: 
8... Can the Ethiopian change hi.skiu, Jer 13:23 . . . From be- 
yond tho rivers of Eth opia my suppliants, even the daught-r of 
my dispersed, shall bring mine off ring, Z ph. 3: 10. 

Had come to Jerucaem . . . Moreover, concerning a stranger, that 
is not of thy people Israel, but come.h out of a far count’y for thy 
name’ssske ... whea heshall vom: and pray towa d this house; 
hear thon in heaven thy dwelling place, 1 Kings 8: 41-43 . . . Be- 
cause of thy tempie at Jerusalem shall kings briug prevents u.to 
thee, Psa 63:29 .. Aud there were certain Greeks among them, 
that came up t> worship at the feast, Jobn 12: 20 


V. 28. Read Esaias the propre! . . . Tuese were more noble than 
those ia The salonica, in that they receivet the word w.th all rcadi- 
ness 0. mind aud searched the criptures daily. whether ‘hose things 
were so, Actsl7:11 . . This book of the law sheli wot depart out of 
thy mouth ; but thou shalt med tate thereia cay aud night, that thou 
mayest ob erve to do a cording to all that is wr tren therein, Josh 1: 
8... But bis de igh: isin the law of the Lord; andin his law dvth 
he meditate day and night, Pea 1:2 . . . Search he Scripiuces; for 
im them ye thi: k ye have eterna! life; and they are thry which 
testify of me, Juhn 5: 39. 

Vv. 30. Philip ran thither . . . I willrun the way of thy command- 
Ments when thous alt enlarge my heart, Psa lly: 32... Whatso- 
ever thy ha .d fiudsth to do, doit with thy might, E.cl.9:10... 
Jesus saith unty them My meatis to do the will of nim that sent 
me, and to finish bis wurs, Juhn 4: 34. 


Uncerstandest thou? . . . When auy one heareth the word of the 
kiugdom, a.d uaderstandctau it not, then cometu tne wicked one, 
and catcheth away what which was sown ino his heart, Matt. 13: 19 
. . » He taat received seed into ths good grouad, is hethat hea eth 
the word, and uaverstaudeth it; which a.suv bearcth fruis, Matt 18: 
23... Jesuseaith uute them Have ye understood all these .hings? 
They say unto Lim, Yea, Lord, Matt. 13: 61. 

v.31. Hweani? . .. Whosoever herefore shall humble him- 
self as this iittse chi.d, thesam » is greace.t in the kiugdom of heaven, 
Matt. 8:4... How shall they believeiu hum of whom they have 
uot heard ? and how shall they hear without a preacher? R m. 10; 
14... If any mau thiuk th.t he Anoweth auything, he knoweth 
nothing jet as he cug_t to know, 1 Cor.8:2... Receive with 
meekuess the evg afted word, wuicd is able to save your sous, Jas, 
i:21 .,. . AS new-born babes, desirs the siucere mi.k of the word, 
th.t ye may grow thereby, 1 Pet. 2. 2. 

Vv. 34. Of whom speaketh the prophet this? . . . Whereis he that is 
b. rn King of the J.ws? Matt 2:2... Them auswered Peter, and 
said untu nim, Deciare unto us this parable, Matt. 15: 15. 

Vv. 36 Preached unto him Jesus . . . He shail sand Jesus Ch-ist, 
which befure was preacned uot», you, Acts3:20 . . . But we p.each 
Christ crucided 1 Cor. 1:23... Ldetermi- ed not to knuw any- 
thing amoug you save Jesus Christ and him c.ucified, 1 Cur. 2:2 
. . » But God sorbid that I shuuid glury, save in tae cross of our 
Lord Jesus Che st, Gal 6: 14. 

Vv. 37. Jf chow believest . . . Goye therefore. and teach all nations, 
be ptizing them iu the name of the Facher, aud vf the Son, and of the 
Huly Ghost, Mat; 28:19... He thas believeth, aud is baptized, 
shail be saved, Mark 16: 16 

Ibedieve . . . Aud Simon Peter answered and sald, Thou art the 
Christ, the 8on of tue .iving Gud, Matt. 16.16... We believe, 
aud are sure that thou ars that Christ, the Son of the ving God, 
John 6: 69 . . . And he said, Lurd, I believe, Juha 9: 38 
. + . She saith unto him, Yea, Lord; I believe that thou 
ait the Christ, the Son of Gd, whish should come into the 
wor.d, John 11:27. . . Whosvever shail c nfess tnat Jesus is the 
Son of Gud, God dwelieth in him and nein Goa, tJunu4.165... 
Who svever be ieveta that Jesus is the Corist, is boru of God, 1 John 
6:1, 

Vv. 39. When they were come up . . . And Jesus, when he was bap- 
t zed, went up atraightway out of the watr, Maw.3:16... Aud 
rtruightway Coming up vut of tae water, ne saw the neavens opened, 
Maik 1:.0 


The Spirit caught away Philip ... And it shall come to pass, as 
so0u a4 1 aM gO. frum thee, ihat the Spirit uf tae Lord small carry 
thee whither I know wot, i Kings 18:12... . 2¢ ad. enture she 
Spirit of the Lurd haih takeu him up,andcasthim pin some moun- 
taln, Of li ty Sume Val.cy,2 Kirgs 2:16... 1 kuewa man iu Christ 

. such au one Caugut up tv the third heaven, 2 Vcr. 12: 2. 


Went on his way rejoicing . . . Aud the disc pes were fil.ed with 
joy, aud with tbe Huiy Ghost Acts 13:02... me tue juilos] . .. 
rejuived, be.ie. ing in God with aii his house, Acw.6:34..,. We 
miso j yu Gud, Rum 5:11... Now tue Gud of bope fili you with 
ail joy aud peace iu believing, Rom. 15:15... Rejvice in whe Lord 
always: &ud again I say, Rej vice, bil, 4: 4. 


ECLECTIC COMMENTARY, 


CTS 8:26. The angel of the Lord.—Nut the angel, 
WHicu sigNiacs goutfaily, if uvl always, We dame 
porouR, Damely, Jcsus Caries Uoserve the tust 
commu. ication w Palys by an angel, aad presump- 
tively by ove appearing ia Vision or dream ; the 
commanication is by tne Spirit of God biawelt (v, 28), 
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and presumptively without appearance or audible voice. 
Obedience to the first direction leads to a higher and 
more direct communication.— Abbott, 


Toward the south —This Me oe points out, not the 
direction of the road from Jerusalem to Gaza, but that 
oo Philip was to travel, in order to fiad the road. 
— Hackett, ss 


Which 18 desert —Gaza was at the southwest point of 
Judea, It was destroyed by Alexander the Great, and so 
made desolate; whence Strabo describes it as having 
been and still continuing “ desert.” — Wells. 


The words “ which is desert,” seem to be added to dis- 
tingvish the Gaza here meant from another Giza in the 
tribe of Ephraim (1 Chron, 7 : 28).—Lighéfoot, 


Which is desert,—ie., the way, not Gaza itself... . 
To go from a city, where his hands had been fall of work, 
so far away on « desert road, could not but be £ 
to the faith cf Pailip, especially as he was kept in igao- 
rance of the obj:ct of his journey.— Brown. 


V. 27. Ethiopia.—Ethiopia embraced the highlands 
on the south of Egypt, or the territories to which, in 
modern times, the names of Nabia, Kordofan, and Abys- 
sioia have been assigned; the island of Meroe. . . 
was the central point of the religion and commerce of 
the kingdom. As far as the color of the skin of this man 
is — we have reason to regard him as a negro. 
—Lechler, 


Candace.—Oandace had long been the name of the 
queens of this country, as we learn from Pliny, Strabo, 
For to worship —What gave this distinguished Ethio- 
pian favor in the sight of God, was his extraordinary 
piety, which led him to the temple at Jerusalem.— Horne, 
V. 28. Read Esaias —Perhaps the fame which he had 


heard in Jerusalem of the suffarings and resurrection of 
hathy may have induced him to read this prophet,— 














































He had gone to Jerusalem to worsbip ; he had profited 
by his religious exerci-es, and even in traveling, he is 
improving his time. God sees his simplicity and earnest- 

and provides him an instructor, who should lead 
him into the great traths of the goepel.— Clarke, 


29. The Spirit said.—This was more than an in- 
wd influence. it was a personal communication, which 

'Milip would recognize as such; just as in v. 26 it was 
“an angel of the Lord.” He was conscious of being in- 
ed by the Holy Spirit to do this particular thing. 


pnear and join thyse//—Go so vesr that the gentle- 
take notice of thee. We should study to do 

1 to thos i in compavy with upon the road : 
* ne i of the righteous may feed many. We 
it beso shy of all strangers as some sffect to 

'we know nothing else of, we know this of, 


. , 
os 


dere thou aged marvellous << to 
) im, too, a great man. In hol 
without circumlocution, to poem 
ath i Philip cid not mske a be- 
lly done, with such topics as these,— 
of the day, ete.—Bengel, 
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n passage, that 
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Though probably not genuine, it unquestionably em- 
bodies the spirit of the rite, which, whether infants were 
baptized or not, was certainly never administered to 
adults except upon the condition of faith in Jesus Ohrist 
as a divine Saviour,— Abbott, 

V. 38, Philip —He is put in the first place ; for he 
was greater, as the baptizer, than the eunuch, who was 
being baptized.— Bengel. 


V. 39. The Spirit caught away Phiip.—The miracu- 
lous disappearance of St. Pailip was perhaps intended to 
afford the eunuch an additional attestation of the truth 
. the new religion he had now gladly embraced.— 

ales, 


Went on his woy rejoicing —Thus he who came from 
E'hiopia, treasurer to Q ‘een Candace, made his entrance 
into it again in a far different character, that of an apos- 
of Jesus Christ, fall of joy in the Holy Ghost.— 

lorne, 


Philip ... became the instrument of bringing the 
first seeds of the gospel into Ethiopia (the kingdom of 
Oandace at Meroe), though, as far as our knowledge of 
history goes, without any important consequences, But, 
what is more deserving of notice, he publishes the gospel 
in the cities of Palestine, on the southern and northern 
coasts of the Mediterranean. till at last, probably af er a 
considerable time, he settled at Ce xarea Siratonis, where 
on his arrival he found a Obristian society already 
pried which he enlarged and built up in the faith.— 


The object of all this whole transaction; this call, 
this journey, this baptism ; was one single conversion, 
one single salvation. Surely we see in it a proof, not 
al that God will have all even to be saved, but that he 
will have each man separately tobe saved. With thank- 
fulness we may rest, as upon the universality, so upon 
the minuteness, of God’s love and of God’s care for us. 
None of us can say that he is too insignificant for God’s 
regard.— Vaughan. 


ILLUSTRATIONS, 


ROMPT OBEDIENOE.—Though full of work in 
Samaria, and able to assign a score of good reasons 
for remaining there, yet at the Lord’s command Philip 
went at once to the place “ which is desert.”—So Abram 
obeyed, and went out, “not knowing whither he went.” 
—So war-vessels sometimes sail under sealed orders. 
Tey go, ready for any services, and find to what they are 
assigned when they sre fairly out at sea.—On the seal 
of the American Baptist Missionary Union is the repre- 
sentation of an ox standing between a plow and an altar, 
the motto being, “ Ready for either.” Philip stood in 
such a position. 

MEETING THE EvunvcH.—Ia a desert and little-trav- 
eled way, “behold,a man of Ethiopia.” God directs 
the steps of his people to places where they meet oppor- 
tunities for good. The pastor of a church in Philadel- 
phia recently returned to his home at a late hour in the 
evening. No sooner had he reached it, than he felt a 
strong prompting to go, late though it was, and call on 
an unconverted man whose wife was a devout Christian. 
So strong was this prompting that he could not refuse, 
although at every step he chided himself for s'arting 
upon so untimely an errand. Hs reached the house of 
his feiend, but all was dark. With much hesitation he 
ascended the steps and gantly rang the bell. Immedi 
ately he heard hurrying footateps within, and in an in- 
stant the Obristian woman welcomed him, saying, “I 
have felt that you would come to-night, My husband 
and I have been prayiog together. He is deeply con- 
cerned about his soul, and he desires to see you above 
all others, that he may learn the way of life.” . 


PersonaL WorRK.—During Mr. Moody’s work in 
London, two prominent business men were converted. 
They had a third brother who lived in a distant part of 
England, and who was not a Christian. In their great 
concern for him, they telegraphed him in these words: 
* Oome to London at once. Important business.” In a 
few days he arrived, anxious to know what the impor- 





; | tamt business was. The trothers took him to a private 


room, told him what Ohbrist had done for them, and 
urged that he at once settle the most important item of 
all business—his personal salvation. He could not resist, 
but he bowed to Christ and was saved. 


SEARCHING THE &cRIPTURES—At the Oentennial 
Exhibition, hundreds of persons may be seen on apy 
day going about the buildings and grounds with cata- 
logues and guide-books in their hands. In these books 
they expect to find the informatipn they need. Parsons 
seeking salvation may well expect to find in the Scrip- 


| tures what they need to know. These records are able 





rat to make wise unto salvation (2 Tim. 3:15). Sometimes 






at the Exhibition fail to get information from 
, and they ask the officers and attendants, By 
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needs to know, but they have no advice of value beyond 
what is written in the word of God. 

Preacuine Jesvs.—Ko-tha-bu was an early convert 
among the Karens, a mountain tribe of Barmah. §8o 
successfully did he labor among his countrymen, that he 
was finally known as the Karen apostle. He was nota 
man of learning, or of what the world calls genius. He 
did not preach or teach as preachers and teachers usu- 
ally do. He simply went among his countrymen, and, 
sitting in their humble huts, he would tell them about 
Jesus, As hedwelt upon his own former life of sin, and 
upon his fall salvation by the grace of Ohrist, he would 
weep tears of gratitude. Thus he preached Jesus, and 
won many converts. 

Wuat porH Hinper?—“ Why can’t I make a pin- 
cushion for my msm na?” asked a little girl six years old. 
“ Why can’t 1? She’s so god, I want to make her one.” 
So the E:hiopian wanted to see any existing hindrance 
to his baptism, that he might remove it at once. 





THE JOYFUL TRAVELER. 
[From Bonar's Bible Thoughts and Themes, ] 


E was a heathen ; he had lived among heathen ; he 
was returning to his heathea brethren and a hea- 
then land, yet “he went on bis way rj icing.” He had 
not become richer in earth’s goods; he had not been 
loaded with the world’s honors; he had not secured an 
alliance with the Roman emperor; yet he went up n his 
way rejricing. So should it be with us. Tnis is the de- 
ption of a Ohristian’s life and walk on earth. 
Where did his joy come from? He had not brought 
it with him. He had come up on the mere reprrt that 
went abroad through heathendom of the temple, and 
altar, and sacrifices at Jerusalem ; he was but gropipg 
his way to the true mercy seat; he seems to have leit 
Jerusalem much as he came, with but a glimmer of 
light. Where, then, did his jxy come from? Not from 
within, but from without. It came from what he heard 
from Pailip, or rather from what he read in Isaiah. 
Bat how did. that statement bring him joy? I: told 
him of a sin-bearer, long predicted, come at — 
It was the knowledge of this sin bearer that sent him 
on his way rejoicing. There had previously been a bur- 
den and a sorrow upon him. Sin oppressed him. Ua- 
pardoned sin made him asorrowful man. He had come 
from Ethiopia to Jerusalem with this burden; he was 
going away with it, much as he came, when the Holy 
Soirit turned his eye to the sin-bearer, the Lamb of Gd. 
He saw that the sin-beariug work was done; he accepted 
the divine testimony to that finished work ; and in the 
acceptance of that testimony he found immediate joy. 
That testimony was to him a joyfal sound. He went 
apon his way rej icing, What we read was as blessed 
as it was true. 
Where should our joy come from? From the same tes- 
timony to the same fiaished work. The passage of Scrip- 
ture may be diff:rent; that matters not. There are a 
thousand passages, and a thousand testimonies, ail bear- 
ing on the one cross, the one propitiation, the one Lamb 
of God, the one blood, the onesacrifice. Any one of these 
testimonies in the hand of the Holy Spirit can pour in glad- 
ness iatothe soul. Thesinneris not happy. His sincomes 
between him and joy. The more he knows of sia, the more 
his sorrow increases ; the heavier his burden grows. That 
burden must be removed ere he can taste of joy ; and it 
can only be removed by approaching the cross. The 
hand of the crucified One is the only hand which can 
life it off. The sorrowfal soul looks to the cross and is 
lightened. Taat which he sees there speaks peace to 
him, and bids him go upon his way rejsicing. The 
sources of peace is one, for former ages and for this. 
There is but one well of living water, out of which all 
the flrck from the beginning has been watered by the 
Good Shepherd ; one treasure-house of joy, out of which 
the family of faith has been made rich. ; 

We are called to make use of this sworehouse of joy. If 
we do not, we sin. We despise the provision which God 
has made for the sinner's jy. It is a free and open full- 
ness, and great is our guiis if we remain unfilled. I: is 
our sin as well as our calamity if we g» not on our way 
rejoicing. God means us to b: joyfulmen. He has made 
provision for our being so. Hz calison ustobeso, He 
makes the refusal to be j »yfal one item of our condemna- 
tion. “Thou meetest him that rejoiceth” (Isa. 64: 5); 
we are told to “ hold fast the rejoicing of the hope” (Heb. 
3: 6) ; to “rejoice in the Lora”; to “ rejoice in Onrist 
Jesus” (Phis. 3: 1-3), 





PHILIP THE EVANGELIST. 
[The Rev. E. H. Plumptre in Smith’s Bible Dictionary.) 


fig first mention of this name occurs in the account 
of the dispute between the Hebrew and Hellenistic 
disciples in Acts 6. He is one of the seven ap ted 
to superintend the daily distribution of food and alms, 
and so to remove all suspicions of partiality. The fact 
that all the seven names are Greek, makes it, at least, 
probable that they were chosen as belonging to the 
Hellenistic section of the 
closs which had sppesaed Datea ie inthe atti- 
C0 : 
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and had so won the sf*-ctions of the t body of be- 
lievers as to be among the objects of their free election, 
possibly (as iming the votes of the congregation to have 
been taken for the different candidates) gaining all bu: 
the highest number of suffrages. Whether the cffice, to 
which he was thus sppointed. gave him the position and 
the title of a Descon of the Church, or was special and 
extraordinary in its character, must remain unc:riain. 

The after history of Pailip warrants the belief, in any 
case, that his office was not simply that of the later 
diaconate. It is no great presumption to think of him 
as contributing, hardly less than Stephen, to the great 
increase of disciples which followed on this fresh organi 
zation, as sharing in that wider, more expansive teach- 
ing which shows itself for the first time in the oration of 
the proto- martyr, and in which he was the forerunner of 
8t Panl. We should expect the man who had been his 
companion and fellow-worker to go on with the work 
which he left unfioished, and to break h the bar- 
riers of a simply national Jadaism. And 8» accordingly 
we find him in the next stage of bis history. The per. 
secution «f which Saul was the leader must have stopped 
the “daily ministrations” of the church, The teacner: 
who had been most prominent were compelled to take 
to flight, and Paoilip was among them. The cessation of 
one form of activity, however, only threw him forward 
into another. It is noticeable that the city of Samaria 
is the first ecene of his activity (Acts 8). He is the pre- 
cursor of St. Paul in his work, as Stephen had been in 
his teaching. It falls to his lot, rather than to that of 
an apstle, to take the first step in the victory over Jew- 
ish prejadice and the expansion of the church, accord- 
ing to its Lord's command, A: preparation for that 
work, there may have been the Messianic hopes which 
were cherished hy the Samaritans no less than by the 
Jews (John 4: 25), the recollection of the two days 
which had witres ed the presence there of Christ and 
his disciples (Juhn 4 : 40). even, perhaps, the craving fur 
spiritual powers which had been roused by the strange 
influence .f S.mon the sorcerer. The scene which 
em - the two in contact with each other, in which the 
magician has to acknowledge a p »wer over nature greater 
than his own, is interesting. ratber as belonging to the life 
of the beresiarch than to that of the evangelist. It sug- 
gests the inquiry whether we can trace through the ais- 
tortions and per versions of the “hero of the romance of 
heresy,” the influence of that phase of Ohristian truth 
which was likely to be presented by the preaching of the 
Hellenistic evangelist. 

This step is followed by another. He is directed by an 
angel of the L»rd to take the road that led down trum 
Jerusalem to Gaza on the way to Egypt. A chario 
passes by in which there is a man of another race, whose 
complexion or whose dress showed him to be a native o1 
E.hiopia. From the time of Pssmmetichus there had 
been a large body of Jews settled in that region, and the 
eunuch or chamberlain at the court of Csodace m'ght 
easily have come across them and their sacred bvvuks, 

ht have embraced their faith, and become, by circam- 

on, & proselvte of righteousness. He had been on a 
pilgrimage to Jerusalem. He may have heard there of 
the new sect. The history that follows is interesting as 
one of the few records in the New Testament of the pro- 
cees of individual conv and one which we may 
believe S:. Luke obtained, during bis residence at Czesa- 
rea, from the evangelist himself. The devout proselyte 
reciting the prophecy which he does not understand, the 
evangelist preacher running at fali speed till he over 
takes the chariot, the ab: upt question, the simple-hearted 
answer, the unfolding, from the startioag-poiat of the 
prophecy, of the giad tidings of Jesus, the craving for the 
means of admissivn to the blessing of fellowship with the 
new socie'y, the simple bapiism in the first stream or 
spriog, the instantaneous, abrapt departure of the mis- 
siooary-preacher, as of one carried away by a divise im- 
pulse,—these help us to represent to ourselves mucn of the 
life and work of that remote past. Oa the bypothesis 
which has jast been suggested, we may think of it » 
being the incident to which the mind of Philip himseif 
recurred with most satisfaction. 





CONCERT EXERCISE. 


—_— @——— 


JESUS PREACHED FROM ISAIAH. 
BY ANNA M. KENNARD 
Reading of Scripture: Acts 8: 26-36. 





Hymn : 
Men of God, go, take your station, 
Darkness reigns throughout the earth. 
Prayer. 
PHILIP THE PREACHER. 
All in Concert : 


Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, 
and preacned unto him Jesus (Acts 5: 85), 


CONDITION OF THE NATION. 


Leader : 


Behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the 
people (Isa. 60: 2). 


School: 
Watchman, what of the night ? (Isa. 21: 11). ° 

Leader : 
The morning cometh (Isa, 21: 12). 


THE ADVENT. 
Leader : 
P > people that walked in darkness have seen a great light (Isa. 
School : 


A light to lighten the Genti'es, and the glory of thy people Israel 
(Luke 2: $2), 


Leader : 


For unto us a chi!d is born, unto us a son is given; and the govern- 
ment abali be up »n his show lder; and his name sha:l be called Won- 
derful, Connselior, the mighty God, the everlasting Father, the 
Prince of Peace (Isa. 9: 6). 


Girls : 


And there were in therame country, shepherds abiding in the 
field, keeping watch over their flock by night (Luke 2: 8). 


Boys : 
And the angel said unto them, Fear not; for, behold, I bring you 
£904 tidings of gre.t joy, which shall be to ali peop’e. For unto you 


s born shis day, in the city of David, aSaviour, which is Christ the 
Lord (Luke 2: 10, 11). 


THE MISSION OF JOHN. 
Leader : 


The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way 
s Ga Lord ; make straight in the deser: a highway for our God (Isu. 
7 


Boys: 


In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness 
of Judea (Matt. 3:1). 


Girls : 
For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias, saying, 


The voice of one cryi. g in the wi:derness, Prepare ye the way of the 
Lord, make his patie S.raight (Matt. 3: 3). 


THE MINISTRY OF JESUS. 
Leader : 


The Le pa of the Lord God is upon me; b°cause the Lord hath 
an iuted me to preach giai tiuings unto the meek ; he h+th sent me 
to bind up the brokeu hearted, tu proclaim liberty to the captives, 
and the opening of the prisun to them that are bound (Isa. 61: 1). 


Pastor : 


And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, 
as his custom was, he went in o tue syn»gogue On the sabbath day, 
aud stood up for to read. And tuere was uelivered unto him the 
book of the prophet Esaias. And when he had opened tue book he 
found the piace wh: re it was writteu, T: e Spirit of the Lora is upoa 
me because he hath anvi.ted me tu preach the gorpel t» the pour; 
he hath s. nt met. heal the biokenhear ed. to pr. ach deliverance to 
the Capliv:s, aud recovering of sight to the biind. tu set at sivert 
them that are bruised. to preach t.e ac eptuble y-ar of the Lor 
And he ciowd the book, and he gave it again to the mini ter, and 
sat down And we eyesof all them that were in the synagogue 
were fastened on him (Luke 4: 16-20). 


School : 


And he began to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled 
in your cais (Luke 4: 21), 


Leader : 


Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened. and the ears of the 
Goat ry unstopped; then snail the lame man leap as an hart 
(18a. : 


Pastor: 


In that day shall the deaf hear the words of the book, and the e 
of the b.ind shali see out of obscurity and out of darkn:ss he 
meek also shali .ncrease their joy iu the Lord, and the pour among 
men shall rejoice in the Holy Oue of Israel (Isa. 29: 18, 19). 


School : 


And Jesus said unto them, Go your way and tell John what things 
have sesn and heard; hw ihat the bind see, the lame waik, the 
epers are Cleaused, the dcaf hear, the dead are raised, and to the 
poor the gospel is p eached (Matt. 11; 5). 


Singing: 
The Great Physician now !s near, 
The sympathiz ng Jesus 
Goopel Hymns and Sacred Songs. 
THE INVITATIONS OF JESUS. 
Leader : 


Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters (Isa, 55: 1). 
School: 


In the Jast day, that great wg $ the feast, Jesus stood and cried, 
say ing, if any mao thirst, let him come uuto me, and drink (Jonn 
7:37). 


Leader : 
Py unto me,and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth (Isa. 


Schvol : 


Beh old the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world 
(John 1; 29), 


Leader : 


Come now and let us reason together, saith the Lord: though your 
sins be as scarlet they shail be as waite as suow; though they be 
red like crimson, they saall be as wuol (Isa. 1: 18). 


Boys : 
When Jesus saw thelr faith, he said unto the sick of the palsy, 
... Thy sins be forgiven thee (Mark 2: 5). 


Girls: 
Her sins, which are many, are forgiven (Luke 7: 47). 
Singing : 
Your many sins are all forgiven ; 


Oh, near the voice of Jesus! 
Goepes Hymns and Sacred Songs, 


Leader : 

He shall feed his flock like a shepherd (Isa. 40; 11), * 
School : 

I am the good shepherd (John 10: 14). 
Leader : 

He shall gather the lambs with his arm (Isa. 40: 11). 


. . said unto them, Suffer the little children 
ms tbl them not 10% of wach i the K-ngaom of Gods At 
them (Mark 4u: 14,16. mew — 





Aine te 


Ma 5 





Boys: 
Pi ate saith unto them, What shall I do, then, with Jesus which 
called Christ? (Matt. 47 : 22.) 


Girls : 
They all say unt» him, Let him be crucified (Matt. 27: 22). 
Boys: 


And they cried out all at once, saying, Away with this man 
(Luke 23: 18) 


Leader : 
A man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief (Isa. 53: 3). 
School: 


And Jesus said unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful even 
unww death (Mark 14: 34). 


Leader : 
We hid as it were our faces from him (Isa. 58; 3), 


School: 
And they all forsook him and fied (Mark 14: 50). 


GETHSEMANE AND CALVARY. 


Leader : 


Who is this that cometh from Edom, with dyed garments from 
Boziah? This that is giorions in his apparel, traveling in the great- 
ness of his strength ?(Isa. 63: 1.) 


Boys: 

And it came to pags, when the time was come that he should be 
a Ngo up, he steadfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem (Luke 
Girls ; 

But I have a biptism to be baptized with (Luke 12: §0). 

Leader : 


Whi refore art thou red in thine apparel, and thy garments like 
him that treadeta in the wine-fat? (Isa. 63: 2), 


Bouse: 


And belng in an agony, he prayed more a and his sweat 
Wes a0 it were grcas drops of b.ood, falilug to grouad (Luke 
22: 44). 


Girls: 


And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood ; and his name 
is caLed The Word of God (Ray, 19: 18). et 


Ihave trodden the wine-press alone; and of the people there was 
no.e with me (Isa, 63: 3). ‘ 


Congregation : oF 


Then all the disciples forsook him, and fled (Matt.26:56), e ae sca 
Leader e - 


Asasheep before horshearers is dumb, so he openeth not hismouth 
(Isa 58:7). eee 
S ee 


Boys: 
And the high priest arose, and said unto him, 
noth. ng? ( Mau. 26: 62.) 
Girls: 
But Jesus held his peace (Matt. 17 ; 63). 
Leader : 


And he made his grave wi h th) wicket, 
death (Isa. 53: 9). <u 



































School : 

When the even wascome, there came arich 
who aiso humseif was Jesus’ % 
the body of Jesus ( Mats. 27; 57, 58). 

Aud he was numbered the with tr 
Girls : aod 


And the sun:recr! of his 
THE KiNG OF Tae SE wo ‘ 
thieves; tue oue ou his rigut b 
15: 20, 47). 

























And the scripture was 

With the transgressurs ( 

Sip 2 SQA 

ging Jesus keep me ne 
There a 

Leader : hg: 
Swely he hath 1 

(Isa 584). — 


That it 
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and presumptively without appearance or audible voice. 
Obedience to the first direction leads to a higher and 
more direct communication.— Abbott, 


Toward the south —This ression points out, not the 
direction of the road from Jerusalem to Gaza, but that 
ee Philip was to travel, in order to fiad the road. 
— Hackett, ms 


Which ws desert —Gaza was at the southwest point of 
Judes, It was destroyed by Alexander the Great, and so 
made desolate; whence Strabo describes it as having 
been and still continuing “ desert.” — Wells. 


The words “ which is desert,” seem to be added to dis- 
tingvish the Gaza here meant from another Gizs in the 
tribe of Ephratm (1 Chron, 7 : 28).—Lightfoot, 


Which is desert,—ie., the way, not Gaza itself... . 
To go from a city, where his hands had been fall of work. 
#0 far away on a desert road, could not but be staggering 
to the faith «f Pailip, especially as he was kept in igno- 
rance of the obj -ct of his journey.— Brown, 


V. 27. Ethiopia.—Ethiopia embraced the highlands 
on the south of Egypt, or the territories to which, in 
modern times, the names of Nabia, Kordofan, and Abys- 
sioia have been assigned; the island of Meroe... 
was the central point of the religion and commerce of 
the kingdom. As far as the color of the skin of this man 
is yt we have reason to regard him as a negro. 
—Lechler. 


Candace-—Oandace had lovg been the name of the | % 


neens of this country, as we learn from Pliny, Strabo, 
iad Dio— Wel. 2s 


For to worship —What gave this distinguished E:hio- 
pian favor in the sight of God, was his extraordinary 
piety, which led him to the temple at Jerusalem.— Horne, 


V. 28. Read Esaias —Perhaps the fame which he had 
heard in Jerusalem of the sufferings and resurrection of 
Christ, may have induced him to read this prophet.— 
Whitby. 

He had gone to Jerusalem to worsbip ; he had profited 
by his religious exerci-es, and even in traveling, he is 
improving his time. God sees his simplicity and earnest- 
ness, and provides him an instructor, who should lead 
him into the great traths of the gospel.— Clarke. 


V. 29. The Spirit said.—This was more than an in- 
ward influence. it was a personal communication, which 
Philip weuld recognize as such; just as in v. 26 it was 
‘an angel of the Lord.” He was conscious of being in- 
pear: by the Holy Spirit to do this particular thing. 
—Jacobus. 


Go near and join thyself —Go so rear that the gentle- 
man may take notice of thee. We should study to do 
good to those we _ in compavy with u the road : 
thus the lips of the righteous may fi many. We 
should not be so shy of all strangers as some affect to 

Those we know nothing else of, we know this of, 
they have souls.— Henry. 


V.80 Understandest thou ?—A marvellous address to 
make to one unknown, and him, too, a great map. In holy 
conversation we ought, without circumlocution, to come 
at once to the truth itself, Philip did not m»ke « be- 
ginning, as is usually done, with such topics as these,— 
the weather, the news of the day, etc.— Benge, 


V. 82 Like a lamb —This comparison represents the 
pre ter game submission with which the Saviour 
yielded himself to the power of his enemies. The death 
of Obrist was so distinctly foretold in this that 
Bolivgbroke was f rced to assert that Jesus brought on 
his own crucifixion by a series of preconcerted measures, 
merely to os the disciples who came afier him the 
triumph of an appeal to the old prophecies.— Hackett, 


V. 38. His judgment was taken away.—That 
base avd detestabie wrong, or oppression of him, he was 


condemned, and delivered up unto death against all law. 
—Du Veil. 


_ Not his own mental faculty of judgment; but a fair 
judicial trial which was taken away by violence and 
fraud — Whedon. 


The eunuch appears to have been readin the Sep- 
tuagint translation of the Old Testament, which diffars 


y ay respecis from the original Hebrew.—London 
8 


Who shall declare his generation —That is, set forth the 
wickedness of his contemporaries in their treatment of 
him. The Hebrew sustains fully that translation. It is 
woe also, to render the Greek and the rj. ee thus 

ho shall declare Ais posterity, the number of his spiritual 
descendants or followers? The prophet in this case 
points, by an incidental remark, from the humiliation of 


Christ to his subsequent triumph, or glorification.— 
Hackett, 


V. 35. Preached unto him Jesus —Proved to him, not 
only from that pssssge of Isaiah, but from other passages 


also ¢f the Old Testament, that Jesus was the Son of God 
(v. 87).—Pearce 


V. 86. See, here is water.—More simply, “ B:hold 
water!’ as if already, bis mind filled with light and his 
soul set free, he was eagerly looking out for the first 
water in which he might seal his reception of the trath 


and be enrolled among the visible disciples of the Lord 
J esus,— Brown, 


V. 87. And Philip said, ete.—This verse is wanting in 
the best manoscripts, It is omitted by Alford and Tis 
chendorff. Dr. Hackett declares against it, 1; is thought 
to have been ‘inserted from a primitive baptismal liturgy. 


by a 





Though probably not genuine, it unquestionably em- 
bodies the spirit of the rite, which, whether infants were 
baptized or not, was certainly never administered to 
adults except upon the condition of faith in Jesus Christ 
as a divine Saviour.— Abbott, 


V. 38. Philip —He is put in the first place; for he 
was greater, as the baptizar, than the eunuch, who was 
being baptized.— Bengel, 

V. 39. The Spirit caught away Philip.—The miracu- 
lous disappearance of S:. Pailip was perhaps intended to 
sfford the eunuch an additional attestation of the truth 
of the new religion he had now gladly embraced.— 
Hiales. 

Went on his way rejoicing —Thus he who came from 
E'hiopia, treasurer to Q een Candace, made his entrance 
into it sgain in a far different character, that of an apos- 
of Jesus Christ, fall of joy in the Holy Ghost.— 

lorne. 


Philip ... became the instrument of bringing the 
first seeds of the gospel into E‘hiopia (the kingdom of 
Oandace at Meroe), though, as far as our knowledge of 
history goes, without any important consequences, But, 
what is more deserving of notice, he publishes the gospel 
in the cities of Palestine, on the southern and northern 
coasts of the Mediterranean. till at last, probably af er a 
considerable time, he settled at Cesarea S:ratonis, where 
on his arrival he found a Obristian society already 
formed, which he enlarged and built up in the faith.— 


The object of all this whole transaction; this call, 
this journey, this baptism ; was one single conversion, 
one single salvation. Surely we see in it a proof, not 
pe = that God will have all even to be saved, but that he 
will have each man separately tobe saved. With thank- 
fulness we may rest, as upon the universality, so upon 
the minuteness, of God’s love and of God’s care for us. 
None of u« can say that he is too insignificant for God’s 
regard.— Vaughan. 


ILLUSTRATIONS. 


ROMPT OBEDIENOE.—Though full of work in 
Samaria, and able to assign a score of good reasons 
for remaining there, yet at the Lord’s command Philip 
went at once to the place “ which is desert.”—So Abram 
obeyed, and went out, “not knowing whither he went.” 
—So war-vessels sometimes sail under sealed orders. 
Tey go, ready for any service, and fiad to what they are 
assigned when they sre fairly out at sea.—On the seal 
of the American Baptist Missionary Union is the repre- 
sentation of an ox standing between a plow and an altar, 
the motto being, “ Ready for either.” Philip stood in 
such a position. 
MEETING THE EvunvoH.—Ia a desert and little-trav- 
eled way, “ behold,a man of Ethiopia.” God directs 
the steps of his people to places where they meet oppor- 
tunities for good. The pastor of a church in Philadel- 
phia recently returned to his home at a late hour in the 
evening. No sooner had he reached it, than he felt a 
strong prompting to go, late though it was, and call on 
an unconverted man whose wife was a devout Christian. 
So strong was this prompting that he could not refuse, 
although at every step he chided himself for s'arting 
upon so untimely an errand. Ha: reached the house of 
his feiend, but all was dark. With much hesitation he 
ascanded the steps and gantly rang the bell. Immedi 
ately he heard hurrying footsteps within, and in an in- 
stant the Ohristian woman welcomed him, saying, “I 
have felt that you would come to-night. My husband 
and I have been prayicg together. He is deeply con- 
cerned about his soul, and he desires to see you above 
all others, that he may learn the way of life.” . 


PersonaAL WorkK.—During Mr. Moody’s work in 
London, two prominent business men were converted. 
They had a third brother who lived in a distant part of 
England, and who was not a Christian. In their great 
concern for him, they telegraphed him in these words. 
“ Oome to London at once. Important business.” Ina 
few days he arrived, anxious to know what the impor- 





. | tant business was. The trothers took him to a private 


room, told him what Ohrist had done for them, and 
urged that he at once settle the most important item of 
all business—his personal salvation. He could not resist, 
but he bowed to Christ and was saved. 


SEARCHING THE f&cripruREs.—At the Ocentennial 
Exhibition, hundreds of persons may be seen on any 
day going about the buildings and grounds with cata- 
logues and guide-books in their hands. In these books 
they expect to find the informatipn they need. Persons 
seeking salvation may well expect to find in the Scrip- 
tures what they need to know. These records are able 
to make wise unto salvation (2 Tim. 3:15). Sometimes 
visitors at the Exhibition fail to get information from 
their books, and they ask the officers and attendants. By 
this means they may get am answer more quickly, but 
not more correctly, than from the printed guides. 
Preachers and teachers may tell a sinner just what he 





needs to know, but they have no advice of value beyond 
what is written in the word of God. 

PREACHING Jzesus.—Ko-tha-bu was an early convert 
among the Karens, a mountain tribe of Barmah. So 
successfully did he labor among his countrymen, that he 
was finally known as the Karen apostle, He was nota 
man of learning, or of what the world calls genius. He 
did not preach or teach as preachers and teachers usu- 
ally do. He simply went among his countrymen, and, 
sitting in their humble huts, he would tell them about 
Jesus. As hedwelt upon his own former life of sin, and 
upon his fall salvation by the grace of Obrist, he would 
weep tears of gratitude. Thus he preached Jesus, and 
won many converts. 

WHAT DOoTH HInDER?—“ Why can’t I make a pin- 
cushion for my mam na?” asked a little girl six years old. 
“Why can’t 1? She’s so god, I want to make her one.” 
So the E:hiopian wanted to see any existing hindrance 
to his baptism, that he might remove it at once. 





THE JOYFUL TRAVELER. 
[From Bonar's Bible Thoughts and Themes. ] 


E was a heathen ; he had lived among heathen ; he 
was returning to his heathea brethren and a hea- 
then land, yet “he went on bis way rj icing.” He had 
not become richer in earth’s gocds; he had not been 
loaded with the world’s honors; he had not secured an 
alliance with the Roman emperor: yet he went up n his 
way rejricirg. So should it be with us. Tais is the de- 
scription of a Ohristian’s life and walk on earth. 

Where did his joy come from? He had not brought 
it with him. He nad come up on the mere reprrt that 
went abroad through heathendom of the temple, and 
altar, and sacrifices at Jerusalem; he was but groping 
his way to the true mercy seat; he seems to have left 
Jerusalem much as he came, with but a glimmer of 
light. Where, then, did his j>y come from? Not from 
within, but from without. It came from what he heard 
from Philip, or rather from what he read ia Isaiah. 
Bit how did. that statement bring him joy? I: told 
him of a sin-bearer, long predicted, come at — 
It was the knowledge of this sin bearer that sent him 
on his way rejoicing. There had previously been a buar- 
den and a sorrow upon him. Sin oppressed him. Ua- 

onedsin made him asorrowful man. He had come 
rom Ethiopia to Jerusalem with this burden; he was 
going away with it, much as he came, when the Holy 
Soirit turned his eye to the sin-bearer, the Lamb of God. 
He saw that the sin-beariug work was done; he accepted 
the divine testimony to that finished work ; and in the 
acceptance of that testimony he found immediate joy. 
Thats testimony was to hima joyful sound. He went 
apon his way rej icing. Waoat we read was as blessed 
as it was true. 

Where should our joy come from? From the same tes- 
timony to the seme fiaished work. The passage of Scrip- 
ture may be diffrent; that matters not, There are a 
thousand passages, and a thousand testimonies, al! bear- 
ing on the one cross, the one propitiation, the one Lamb 
of God, the one blood, the one sacrifice. Any one of these 
testimonies in the hand of the Holy Spirit can pour in glad- 
ness iatothe soul. The sinner isnot happy. His sincomes 
between him and joy. The more he knows of sia, the more 
his sorrow increases ; the heavier his burden grows. That 
burden must be removed ere he can taste of joy ; and it 
can only be removed by approaching the cross. The 
hand of the crucified One is the only hand which can 
life it off. The sorrowful soul looks to the crozs and is 
lightened. Taat which he sees there spsaks peace to 

, and bids him go upon his way rej»icing. The 
sourca of peace is one, for former ages and for this, 
There is but one well of living water, out of which all 
the flock from the beginning has been watered by the 
Good Shepherd ; one treasure-house of joy, out of which 
the family of faith has been made rich. 

We are called to make use of this sworehouse of joy. If 
we do not, we sin. We despise the provision which God 
has made for the sinner's joy. It is a free and open full- 
ness, and great is our guiis if we remain unfilled, I: is 
our sin as well as our calamity if we g» not on our way 
rejoicing. God means ustob-joyfulmen. He has made 
provision for our being so. Hz calis on usto beso, He 
makes the refusal to be j »yfai one item of our condemna- 
tion. “Thou meetest him that rejoiceth” (Isa. 64: 5); 
we are told to “ hold fast the rejoicing of the hope” (Heb. 
3:6); to “rejoice in the Lora”; to “rejoice in Onrist 
Jesus” (Phis. 3: 1-3), 





PHILIP THE EVANGELIST. 
[The Rev. E. H. Plumpitre in Smith’s Bible Dictionary.) 


HE first mention of this name occurs in the account 
of the dispute between the Hebrew and Hellenistic 
disciples in Acts 6. He is one of the seven = 
to superintend the daily distribution of food and alms, 
and so to remove all suspicions of partiality. The fact 
that all the seven names are Greek, makes it, at least, 
very probable that they were chosen as belonging to the 
Hellenistic section of the church, representatives of the 
class which had appeared before the apostles inthe atti- 
tude of complaint, The name of Philip stands next to 
that of Stephen, and this, together with the fact that 
these are the only two names «f which we hear again, 
ee Ng Fey cmon Recenter pen Bryne 
prominent ose so chosen. © was, at any ra’ 
as fall of the Holy Ghost and wiadom,” 
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and had so won the sff-ctions of ep any body of be- 
lievers as to be among the objects of free election, 
ee (ass ming the votes of the congregation to have 
een taken for the different candidates) gaining all bu: 
the highest number of suffrages. Whether the cffice, to 
which he was thus sppointed. gave him the position and 
the title of a Descon of the Church, or was special and 
extraordinary in its character, must remain unc: riain, 

The after history of Philip warrants the belief, in any 
case, that his office was not simply that of the later 
diaconate. It is no great presumption to think of him 
as contributing, hardly less than Stephen, to the great 
increase of disciples which followed on this fresh organi 
zation, as sharing in that wider, more expansive teach- 
ing which shows itself for the first time in the oration of 
the proto- martyr, and in which he was the forerunner of 
St. Paul. We should expect the man who had been his 
companion and fellow-wcrker to go on with the work 
which he left unfinished, and to break through the bar- 
riers of a simply national Judaism. And 89 accordingly 
we find him in the next stage of his history. The per. 
secution «f which Saul was the leader must have stopped 
the “daily ministrations” of the church. The teacher: 
who had been most prominent were compelled to take 
to flight, and Pailip was among them. The cessation of 
one form of activity, however, only threw him forward 
into another. It is noticeable that the city of Samaria 
is the first ecene of his activity (Acts 8). He is the pre- 
cursor of St. Paul in his work, as Stephen had been in 
his teaching. It falls to his lot, rather than to that of 
an apostle, to take the first step in the victory over Jew- 
ish prejadice and the expansion of the church, accord- 
ing to its Lord's command, A:a on for that 
work, there may have been the Messianic hopes which 
were cherished hy the Samaritans no less than by the 
Jews (John 4: 25), the recollection of the two days 
which bad witres ed the presence there of Christ and 
his disciples (Juhn 4 : 40), even, = the craving fur 
spiritual powers which had been ro by the strange 
influence .f S.mon the sorcerer. The scene which 
me - the two in contact with each other, in which the 
magician has to acknowledge a p »wer over nature greater 
than his own, is interesting. rather as belonging to the life 
of the beresiarch than to that of the evangelist. It sug- 
gests the inquiry whether we can trace through the ais- 
tortions and pe’ versions of the “hero of the romance of 
heresy,” the inflsence of that phase of Ohristian truth 
which was likely to be presented by the preaching of the 
Hellenistic evangelist. 

This step is foilowed by another. He is directed by an 
ancel of the L»rd to take the road that led down trum 
Jerusalem to Gaza on the way to Egypt. A chario: 
passes by in which there is a man of another race, whose 
complexion or whose dress showed him to be a native ot 
E.hiopia. From the time of Pssmmetichus there had 
been a large body of Jews settled in that region, and the 
eunuch or chamberlain at the court of Csudace m'ght 
easily have come across them and their sacred bugs, 

ht have embraced their faith, and become, by circum- 

on, & proselvte of righteousness. He had been on a 
pilgrimage to Jerusalem. He may have heard there of 
the new sect. The history that follows is interesting as 
one of the few records in the New Testament of the pro- 
cess of ind: vidual conversion, and one which we may 
believe Si. Luke obtained, daring bis residence at Cx sa- 
rea, feom the evangelist himself. The devout proselyte 
reciting the prophecy which he does not understand, the 
evangelist preacher runniog at fuli speed till he over 
takes the chariot, the ab: upt question, the simple- hearted 
answer, the uafolding, frum the startiag-poiat of the 
prophecy, of the giad tidings of Jesus, the craving for the 
means of admissivn to the blessing of fellowship with the 
new socie'y, the simple bap‘ism in the first stream o 
spriog, the instantaneous, abrapt departure of the mis- 
siooary-preacher, as of one carried away by a divise im- 
pulse,—these help us to represent to ourselves much of the 
life and work of that remote past. Oa the bypothesis 
which has just been suggested, we may think of it a 
being the incident to which the mind of Philip himseif 
recurred with most satisfaction. 





CONCERT EXERCISE. 


——_@—— 


JESUS PREACHED FROM ISAIAH. 
BY ANNA M. KENNARD 
Reading of Scripture: Acts 8: 26-36. 


Hymn : 
Men of God, go, take your station, 
Darkness reigns throughout the earth. 
Prayer. 
PHILIP THE PREACHER. 
All in Concert : 


Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, 
and preached unto him Jesus (Avts 5: 85), 


CONDITION OF THE NATION. 
Leader : 


Behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the 
people (Isa. 60: 2). 


School : 
Watchman, what of the night ? (Isa. 21: 11). 
Leader : 
The morning cometh (Isa, 21: 12), 
Singing : 
Watchman, tall us of the night, 
What its signs of promise are. 


his hymn may be responsi as @ semi-chorus between 
at girls and the boys, or between py &- and the school.), 





THE ADVENT. 
Leader : 


. > people that walked in darkness have seen a great light (Isa. 


School : 


A light to lighten the Genti'es, and the glory of thy people Israel 
(Luke 2: 32), 


Leader : 


For unto us a chi!d is born, unto usa son is given; and the govern- 
ment abali be up »n his showlder; and his name shal be called Won- 
derful, Connselior, the mighty God, the everlasting Father, the 
Prince of Peace (Isa. 9: 6). 


Girls: 


And there were in thesame country, shepherds abiding in the 
field, keeping watch over their flock by night (Luke 2: 8). 


Boys : 
And the angel said unto them, Fear not; for, behold, I bring you 
g00d tidings of gre.t joy, which shall be to ali peop'e. For unto you 


s born ‘his day, in the city of David, aSaviour, which is Christ the 
Lord (Luke 2: 10, 11). 


THE MISSION OF JOHN. 
Leader : 


The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way 
. ry Lord ; make straight in the deser; a highway for our God (Isa. 
: 2). 


Boys: 


In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness 
of Judea (Matt. 8:1). 


Girls : 
For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias, saying, 


The voice of one cryi..g in the wiiderness, Prepare ye the way of the 
Lord, make his paths s.raight (matt. 3: 3). 


THE MINISTRY OF JESUS. 
Leader : 


The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me; b°cause the Lord hath 
an iuted me to preach gia‘ tiuings unto the meek ; he hth sent me 
to bind up the brokeu hearted, tu proclaim liberty 10 the captives, 
and the opening of the prisun to them ihat are bound (Isa. 61: 1). 


Pastor : 


And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, 
as his custom was, he went in 0 tue syneggue on the sabbath day, 
aud stood up for to read. And tuere was uelivered unto him the 
book of the prophet Esaias. And when he had opened tue book he 
found the p:ace wh: re it was written, T’ e Spirit of the Lord is upoa 
me becuuse he hath anvi.ted me tu preach the gorpel t» the pour; 
he hath 8. nt met. heal the biokenhear ed. to pr. ach deliverance to 
the Captives, aud recovering of sight to the biind. tw set at slvert 
them that are bruised. to preach t.e ac eptuble y ar of the Lor 
And he ciowd the book, aud be gave it again to the mini ter, and 
sat down And the eyesof all them that were in the synagogue 
were fastened on him (Luke 4: 16-20). 


School : 


And be began to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled 
in your cais (Luke 4: 21), 


Leader : 


Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened. and the ears of the 
Geet eee unstopped; then snail the lame man leap as an hart 
(isa. 29, , 


Pastor: 


In that day shall the deaf hear the words of the book, and the e 
of the b.ind shali see out of obscurity and out of darkn: ss he 
meek also shali .ncrease their joy iu the Lord, and the pour among 
men shall rejoice in the Holy Oue of Israel (Isa. 29: 18, 19). 


School: 
And Jesus said unto them, Go your way and tell John what things 
e have sen and heard; h>w chat the b:ind see, the lame waik, the 


epers are cleaused, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and to the 
poor the gospel is p eached (Maut. 11: 5). 


Singing: 
The Great Physician now {s near, 
The sympathiz ng Jesus 
Gospel Hymns and Sacred Songs. 
THE INVITATIONS OF JESUS. 
Leader : 


Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters (Isa, 55: 1), 
Schiol: 

In the Jast day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, 
seine if any mao thirst, let him come uuto me, and drink (Jonn 
Leader : 
om unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth (Isa. 


Schvol : 


Beh »ld the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world 
(John 1: 29), 


Leader : 

Come now and let us reason together, saith the Lord: though your 
sins be as 8Cariet they shail be as wnite as suow; though they be 
red like crimson, they saall be as wuol (Isa. 1: 18). 

Boys : 


When Jesus saw their faith, he said unto the sick of the palsy, 
... Tny sins be forgiven thee (Mark 2: 5). 


Girls: 
Her sins, which are many, are forgiven (Luke 7: 47). 
Singing : 


Your many sins are all forgiven ; 
Oh, near the voice of Jesus! 


Gospe. Hymns and Sacred Songs, 

Leader : 

He shall feed his flock like a shepherd (Isa. 40: 11). 
School : 

I am the good shepherd (John 10 : 14). 
Leader : 

He shall gather the lambs with his arm (Isa. 40: 11). 
School: 

Jesus... said unto them, Suffer the little children to eome unto 


me,aud forbid them not: tor of such is the kingdom of God. And he 
wok them up in his arms, put his hands upuyn them, and hiessed 
them (Mark lv: 14, 16), 


Siogiag by Infant Olass : 


Jesus, tender Shepherd. 
Songs for the Little Ones. 


JESUS REJECTED. 
Leader : 
He is despised and rejocted of men (Isa. 58: 3), 





Boys: 

Pi ate saith unto them, What shall I do, then, with Jesus which 
called Christ? (Matt, 47: 22.) 
Girls: 

They all say unto him, Let him be crucifie1 (Matt. 27: 22). 
Boys: 

And they cried out all at once, saying, Away with this man 
(Luke 23: 18) 


Leader : 


A man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief (Isa. 53: 8). 


School: 


And Jesus said unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful even 
unww death (Mark 14: 34), 


Leader : 
We hid as it were our faces from him (Isa, 58: 3), 


School: 
And they all forsook him and fled (Mark 14: 50), 


GETHSEMANE AND CALVARY. 


Leader : 

Who is this that cometh from Edom, with dyed garments from 
Boziah? This that is _s.: in his apparel, traveliug in the great- 
ness of his strength ?(Isa. 63: 1.) 

Boys : 

And it came to pags, when the time was come that he should be 
received up, he stwadfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem (Luke 
9:51). 

Girls ; 

But I have a biptism to be baptized with (Luke 12: 50). 
Leader : 

Whi refore art thou red in thine apparel, and thy garments like 
him that treadeta in the wine-fat? (Isa, 63: 2), 

Boys: 

And belng in an agony, he prayed more earnestly ; and his sweat 
Was as it were grcat drops of b.ood, falliug to the grouad (Luke 
22: 44), 

Girls: 

And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood ; and his name 
is cased The Word of God (Ray, 19: 18), 

Leader : 

I have trodden the wine-press alone; and of the people there was 
no.e with me (Isa, 63: 3), 

Congregation : 

Then all the disciples forsook him, and fied (Matt, 26: 56). 
Leader : 

Asasheep before hershearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth 
(Iea 58: 7). 

Boys: 

And the high priest arose, and said unto him, Answereth thou 
noth.ng ? ( Mat. 26: 62.) 

Girls: 

But Jesus held his peace (Matt. 17 ; 63). 
Leader : 

And he made his grave wi h th» wicke1, and with the rich in his 
death (Isa. 53: 9). 

School : ‘ 

When the even wascome, there camearich manof Arimathea... 


who aso humseif was Jesus’ discipie. He weut to Pilate and begged 
tne budy of Jesus (Mats. 27; 57, 53). 


Leader : 
Aud he was numbered the with transgressors (Isa, 53 : 12). 
Girls : - 


And the suvy:recr’ption of his accusation was written over, 
THE KiNG OF THe JEWS. aad wuo him theg crusvify two 
thieves; we oue Ou his rigut hand, aud the otaer ou the .eit (Mark 
15: 20, 27). 


And the scripture was fulfiile’, which saith, And he wasnumbered 
With the trausgressurs (Mark 15; 28,, 


Singing : 
Jesus keep me near the cross, 
There a precivus fuuniain. 
Gospa Hymns and Sacred Songs. 
SUBSTITUTION OF JESUS. 


Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows 
(Isa 58. 4). 


School: 


That it might bo falfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the 
pruphet, saying, Himseif tvok our infirmitivs aud bare our sick- 
uesses (Matt 8:17). ‘ 


Leader : 


But he was wounded for our transgr?ssions, he was bruised for 
our iniquides; tae chastremeut of our peave Was upon nun; and 
with his str:pes we are hewed .. aud the Lord hath laid upon 
him the iniquity of us ali (Isa. 03; 5, 0). 


School: 

Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he saith, Sacrifice and 
off mong thou wouldest nut, Dut a b-day nase thou prepared me : 
in burut off-riugs aud sacrifices fur sia th u has: nad ov pieasure. 
then said | Lo, | come (iu th; voluin;of the buok is is wriuen of 
me) to do thy wil, O Gud (Heb 10; 5-7). 
© Thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin (Isa, 53: 10). 


School: 


By the which will we are sanctified, through the offering of the 
boay of Jesus Christ once fur aii (Heb. 10; 10), 


Singiag : 
“ Free from the law, oh happy condition! 
Jesus has died, and there is remission ” 
ospe. Hymns and Sacred Songe 
GLORY OF JESUS. 
Leader : 


He shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure 
of the Lurd shali prosper in his nand (laa, 53: lv), 


School: 

Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into 
his g.ocy ? (Luke 24: 26.) 

Leader : 

And without controversy, great is the mystery of godliness: God 
Was maniiest in the flesh, jusified in tne Spirit, seen of angela, 
| sey unto the Geutiles, pelleved on in the world, received up 

to glory (1 Tim. 3 ; 16), 
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Norics,.—SUBSCRIBERS WHO DO NOT WISH THEIR 
PAPER DISCONTINUED WILL NEED TO SEND THEIR RE- 
NEWALS BEFORE THE DATE OF EXPIRATION, WHICH I8 
PLAINLY PRINTED ON THE YELLOW LABEL OF ADDRESS. 
THE PAPER WILL BE STOPPED TO SUBSCRIBERS NOT 
RENEWING BY THAT DATS. 





Our readers are always glad to see anything from the 
pen of Professor W. OC. W.lkinson, of R chester, and we 
are sure they will welcome the glimpse of his good 
mother which we give to them this week in her “Songs 
in the Night.” They were sent to him as a birthday 
offsring on her compleiion of threescore years and five 
of a useful life, 


Tosacco smoking is never peculiarly attractive to 
another man than the smoker, yet it has its degrees of 
offensiveness, When, for instance, a sensible man, in a 
public street, sees a lighted cigar in the mouth of a boy 
who is hardly more than twice as tall as the cigar’s 
length, or between the lips of a gentleman in the ders 
of a Caristian 2'ergyman, the «¢ff-ct on the observer's 
moral sense is much like the effsct of the first cigar on 
the sensitive stomach of a young smoker. 


“By mid October,” says a writer in Scribner's, “ most 
of the Rip Van Winkles among our brute creatures have 
laid down for their winter nap, The toads and turtles 
have buried themselves in the earth, The woodchuck 
is in his hibernaculum, the skuok in his, the mole in 
his ; and the black bear has his selected, and will go in 
when the snow comes,” The superintendent of many a 
country Sanday-school, also, has pointed his teachers 
and scholars to the winsome ways of the toad and the 
turtle, and counseled that they sball enroll themselves 
among the Sunday-school Rip Van Winkles. 





ome friends of the venerable Dr, Muhlenberg, of 
Now York, recently presented to him, on the occasion of 
his eightieth birthday, twenty thousand dollars, with 
which to carry on bis enterprise at St. Johnland. 8:. 
Johnland is an institution on Lovg Island, having for 
its ot jsct the care of aged men, and orphan and deati- 
tute children. Connected with this insti u ion is a farm, 
on which all work who are abe; a printing establish- 
ment, which turns out books entire; a number of cot- 
tages, which are rented to families in moderate circu n- 
stances ; a school for the children; also a chapel for 
public worship called ‘The Church of the Testimony of 
Jesus” This church is ia commuaion with the Protes- 
tant Episcopal Oburch in America, but certain rights 
and liber.ies are reserved to its rector, as, fur instance, 
the liberty of extemporaneous prayer and the liberty of 
ministerial fellowship with clergymen of other denomi- 
nations. Dr. Mahlenberg is an Episcopalian of the liberal, 
evangelical school, and ia his reservations expre:s3s in 
substance what he conceives to be the rights and privileges 
of the Oburch at lerge, For forty years he has been 
contending for greater liberty in his branch of the 
Oharch, and at Sc. Joholand he carries out his views by 
the use of a revised liturgy, or as he calls it, “ The St. 
Johniand Directory,” also by opening the pulpit of the 
church to all evargelical ministers, and by inviting all 
Protestant Evangelical Caristians to the Lord’s Sapper. 
Dr. Mahlenberg is also the fuunder of 8: Luke’s Hoepi- 
tal, near Dr. Hall’s church, on Fifth Avenue, an irs itu- 
tion which is open for all for whom it is intended with- 
out regard to sect or religion. Dr, Muhlenberg is best 
known to the world at large es the author of the hymn, 
“TIT would not live alway,” though he always smiles at 
the mention of it, and probably thinks that his work in 





the founding of St, Lake’s and 8:, Johniand is of much 
more consequence—especially to the poor. 


Now that fresh attention is called to a supposed con- 
flict between the teachings of Genes!s and geology, the 
article on our first page, by Mr. Waring, on “ The Pro- 
gress of Oreation,” will have a special interest to many 
of our readers. Mr. Waring is the author of “ The Mo- 
saic Acc uat of the Oreation,” a book which seems to 
show, with remarkable clesrarss and simplicity of state- 
ment the entire accord of the disclosures of Revelation 
and modern science, His claim is, that the order and 
progress of creation as declared in Genesis are abun- 
dantly verified by the fullest discoveries of the scientists 
He deems the days named in the Mosaic r:cord as actual 
days of twenty-fcur hours each; but that the period be- 
tween each day and the day next succeeding was of vas’ 
and yet unknuwn duration. When one stage of creation 
was fully completed, God pronounced it “ good,” and the 
day of that divine verdict was noted as the representative 
day of i's epoch, and as precedent to another stage of 
progress. So, for an illastration, the dsy on which Oo- 
lombus discovered America might be called the first day 
in our American history; the landing cf the Eaglish at 
Jamestown might mark another dey; the landing of the 
P.Jgeims at Plymouth yet another; the declaration of 
American independence still another, and so on through 
all our history. Exch event marks an epoch, but is desig- 
nated by a single day. This ¢xplanation seems wonder- 
fally simple. The surprise on reading it is, that nobody 
ever stated it so clearly before. OC’ ancellor Crosby ex 
presses his cpinion that Mr, Waring’s book is “ one of 
the most valuable con'ributions to biblical exegesis ever 
published,’ and is a “complete mouth-shutter to those 
who would pit science and Genesis against each other.” 
8» profound a thioker and scholar as Professor Tayler 
Lewis pronounces the book “a very valuable contribu- 
tion to the literature of the creative account.” Mr. Glad- 
stone further says that it seems “in various points to 
throw light upon the interpretation of this most remark. 
able and valuable chapter [of Genesis], to whith fair 
play is so seldom givan.” I.deed, so important a work 
is this, that it might be well for Professor Haxtey to try 
his hand at showing any inaccuracies in its statement of 
the Two R cords, now that he has exposed the flaws and 
fallacies of Milton’s geology. 


ALLITERATIVE and ac ostical exercises are by no 
means confined to the Sanday-school blackboardist 
They are a general epidemic. Many of the secular 
p»pers seem to rely quite as much on the alliterative 
headings to their local news items as on any manifesta- 
tion of their editorial ability. Ia reporting fire alarm, 
they tell of “ Fighting the Fire Fiend.” If a cut-throat 
is arrested, they announce him as a “ Maddened Mar- 
derer Manacled.” When the summer vacations of the 
public schools are over, they herald the fict as * S:arting 
the September Sessions of the Secular Schools.” Mean- 
while the advertisers are rirging their changes on the 
alphabet, as the best means of attracting the public eye, 


A stove-dealer ¢ ffara a 
ASE REEN HOUSE 
Bourse FOR WARMING AND 
RAPERIE 


OLLER 

A lumberman promises 
UMBER 
OW AS THE 
OWAST. 


A printer declares that 
porciar prices paeval. 


AT THE 
Pitxzise 
LACE. 
A Western baker’s advice is : 
ALL FOR VAIL & CRANE’S CRACKERS. 
+ ATES THE BE3T IN THE MARKET. 
CKNOWLEDGED TRUE BY EVERY ONE. 
ANNOT BE DUPLICATED IN DETROIT. 
+ EPT BY ALL FIRST-CLASS GROCERS. 
YATEN AT THE RATE OF 8,000 POUNDS A DAY. 
) EFUSE ALL OTHERS AND 
QTICK TO THE BOS3 CRACKER ONLY 


Aud finally comes the anncuvcement of the 


pyaar 
EA 


which may have come from a gardener, but more proba- 
bly from a wholesale blackboardist, This thing is by no 
means confiaed to America. Great Britain is full of it. 
The Churchman mentions that “the mania for double 
acrostics, in the Eagluwh papers, is something wonderful,” 
and that “‘ papers like the respectable and ponderous John 





Bull ust needs furnish weekly a doub'e acrostic to task 
the CE lipean faculties of their readers.” More: ver, “ as if 
the thiog itself were not bad enough, a premium is ac- 
tually offered for the solution of the greatest number of 
these absurd and stupid riddles.” I: is evident that not 
all the folly in this line is in the Sundsy-echool, When 
the measles are prevalent, even the Best Behaved Boy is 
liable to catch them. 





A TEACHER'S CO-WORKERS 


EFUNDAY-SOHOOL teacher ought not to count 
himself alone in his work. He should recognize 
and consider his co-workers, 

In the first place, he ought to look to the Lord as not 
only his master and gaide, but as his co-worker. ‘ For 
we are laborers togethe: with God” in all efforts to 
minister to those whom God loves. ‘“‘ We then, as work- 
ers together with God,” ought to learn God’s methods of 
work, and have acare to conform our methods thereto. 
A teacher should realizs that God is with him in his 
stuly, with him in h's planning for his class, with him 
in his teaching, with him in every endeavor to learn and 
meet the wants of each scholar of } is charge. Why should 
he have a doubt of his sufficiency or success while God 
works with him in all his Sunday-school labor? : 

A teacher ought also to be a co-worker with his pastor. 
The pastor is the earthly head of the church. The Sun- 
day-school work isa department ofchurch work. A teacher 
is therefore an assistant of the pastor, and ought to plan 
and co-work with him, Ordinarily a pastor recognizes 
this fact, and is glad to be actively an sssociate with his 
Sunday-school teachers, in their sphere ; but what ifhe is 
not? A teacher ovght to do his duty, even if a pastor is 
slack in his. He should seek his pastor's counsel con- 
cerning particular scholars, should keep his pastor in- 
formed of the condition and needs of his class; should 
urge his scholars to atteod on the pastor’s preaching; 
should question them about the sermons, and should feel 
a responsibility for interesting them in his pastor—and 
theirs, A teacher can never work toso g70d advantage 
without a pss‘or’s co-work as with it. Sach co-work he 
-hould spare no pains to secure. 

Of course, a good teacher will feel that his superinten- 
dent is his co-worker. The superintendent is the head 
of the Sunday-school department of church work. Ia 
an important sense, the sv p2rintendent may be said to 
make the school what it is—to give to it its peculiar 
character, and to shape its special direction. Ualesa a 
teacher co-works with his superintendent, he might 
almost as well not work at all in that school. He ought 
to counsel freely with his superintendent; know what 
his superintendent wants him to do—and try to do it, 
Ualess, for instance, he leads his class in the direction 
of the superintendent’s plans of review, the best review 
work of the superintendent will fail of completeness ; 
and unless the members of his class get the full benefit 
of the desk reviewr, they lose one of the more important 
advantages of their school. If a teacher is to be tem- 
porarily absent from his place, the superintendent ought 
to know the fact in advance, and the teacher ovght to 
work with his superintendent in securing a fitting sub- 
stitute during his absence, N > teacher in any depart- 
ment of a Sanday-school can do his legitimate work in a 
proper manner except through co-work with the super- 
intendent «f that school. 

His fellow-teachers, moreover, must not be overlooked 
as workers with him, in the special mission to whicha 
teacher is set in his Sanday-echool. He cannot stand or 
fall by himself, apart from them. They and he cught 
to co-work for the common good of the school. Ualess 
they d> this, the school will be the loser, and all who 
are of the school will lose in consequence. A peculiar 
advantage of the Sunday school system is, that it brings 
together a number of Cu:ristian workers as laborers 
together toa commonend, The many are made one, for 
a certain purpose. The power of sympathy and of co- 
operation is felt by each and by all alike. Hence a 
teacher ought to meet his fellow teachers for the study 
cf the lesson. He ought to leara their methods of work, 
and tell them of his. He can do much to help his fel- 
lows. They can do much to help him. By this mutual 
hs lping the school is advantaged, and all who are of it 
share the resulting ben fis. A good teacher cannot 
fairly shirk responsibility for his fellow-teachers; nor 
ought he to fail of co-work with them ; for in the Sun- 
day-school, as in the human body, “ whether one mem- 
ber suffer, all the members suff-r with it, or one member 
be honored, all the members rejoice with it.” 

Nor should a teacher fail to co-work with the parents 
of his scholars. A mother’s help, or a father’s help, is 
not to be slighted in the teaching and training of a 
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child, If that help is freely proffered toa Sunday-school 
teacher, in his work for the scholars of his class, he 
shoald accept it gratefally. If it is lacking, he ought to 
seek it persistently, He should know the homes of his 
scholars, and, if possible, wia the co-operation of the 
parents there. Many a parent who now takes no 
interest in the Sanday school lessons of his or her child, 
might bs induced by a loving teacher to pay attention 
to that important matter, and to aid the scholar in his 
home study. If a teacher ventures to attempt his work 
for any child without seeking the co-work of that child’s 
parents, or if he consents to contiaue that work without 
home co-operation, he makes a sad mistake, and labors 
at a serious disadvantage. 

There is one other set of co-workers which a Sunday- 
school teacher cannot afford to slight or undervalue, and 
that is, his scholars. He has not only a work to do over 
them, but he has a work todo withthem. Many a teach- 
er fails of success because he does not co-work with his 
scholars in his labors for their good. He studies for 
them, but not with them ; he prays for them, but not with 
them ; he feels for them, but not with them ; he plans for 
them, but not with them ; he talks to them, bat not with 
them. He does a great deal. They do very little or per- 
haps nothing. The trouble is, he thinks he has all the 
work to do—and he does it. He does not try to co-work 
with his scholars. Asa matter of course, they do not 
co woik with him. Now, in addition to all that he does 
for his scholars, he has a work to do with them. He 
needs to get di wa alorg-ide of them, to learn their ways 
of thinkirg, planning, and doiog, and to understand 
their purposes, preferences, and needs. He has a mis- 
sion to study with them, to talk with them, to feel 
with them, to pray with them, that they and he may 
pursue the same direction—the direction which he knows 
to be the right one, but which they are not likely to 
take when it is merely pointed out tothem. The best 
taught scholars are always those wih whom their teacher 
is a co-worker. No teacher filly fills his place as a 
teacher, who does not recognize and consider his scholars 
as his co-workers. 

Teacher, have you b:en trying to do your work alone? 
or have you realized and erjoyed the help ready for you, 
in the co-work of your God, your pastor, your superin- 
tendent, your fellow-teachers, the parents of your achol- 
ars, and the echolars themselves ? 





“DBAWING THE NET.” 
HIS is, we believe, a favorite phrase with Mesers. 
Moody and Sankey, and the prac ice it ssggesta is, we 
are sure, a constant one with them. They never have a 
service, never sing and pray and exhort men to repent- 
ance, bat they end with drawing the net. Ii is not their 
idea at all, after having presented the good things of the 
kingdom, to dismiss the audience and let everybody go. 
They understand well enough how soon impressions are 
lost, and how easily religious conviction may end in re- 
ligious indiffsrence or aversion. These eminent fishers 
of men therefore have their “ icquiiry rooms” as surely as 
they have an audience room or a pulpit. They have 
places in which to draw the net, and make the fiaal 
eff ort to gather men into the kingdom who have been 
brought near it through the i: flaence of preaching and 
the strivings of the Spirit. It is true, the vast multitude 
may gO away, j ist as from a great school of fishes the 
most may ec»pe the net, or come nowhere near it. Bat 
the idea ir, to draw the net, whether the catch be few or 
many. Ifthe result is a great multitude of fishes, so 
that the net breaks, well and good ; but if it is only one 
fish, which is secured, how supremely worth while that 
the net be drawn! Oan any one, in fact, doubt that these 
evangelists owe their great success quite as much to faith- 
fully drawing the net as to any other instrumentality 
on their pari? 

Here, then, is a lesson for the churches, a Jesson which 
already some have begun to leara, Take, for instance, 
the five hundred conversions, to which we referred ‘a 
short time since as having taken place in Dr. Tyng’s 
“Gepel Tent.” Their ingathering was another result of 
drawing the net, As regularly as the goepel has been 
preached, night after night, in that tent, persons have 
been invited to gointo the inquiry rooms, and to ¢ pen 
their hearts on the subject of personal religion. The 
idea has been to take them for Ohbrist; not merely to 
produce impressions and convictions, but to deepen these 
by personal conversation ; for the preacher to come hand 
to hand with the anxious sculs, and answer questions 
and objections, and point out the way in case of iguo- 
rance or uncertainty, and to urge trast in Caorist upon 
each and all as an immediate duty. It has not been a 
question of believing to morrow, or the next day,—who 
can tell what will become of men, or of fishes, if the pre- 





sent oppor uci y is lost, and they are suffered to go their 
way 7—it has been a question of believing then and 
there,—a question of an immediate discipleship. Can 
any one doubt for a moment, that, if those congregations 
had been dismissed without drawing the net in this way, 
the mrj>rity of those from their number who are now 
newly r-j icing in Christ would have failed of coming to 
a decision for the right? The siogiog might have been 
as attractive and the preaching as earnest and impressive, 
but that would not have met the case; conviction is not 
necessarily believing, and impressions are so easily dis- 
sipated, unless brought directly to the point. It would 
have been a case of sowing the seed and not thrusting in 
the sickle ; and how surely the harvest is lostif not gath- 
ered at the proper time ! 

Bat ought people who are in earnest about religion to 
be so easily turned aside, and to stand in need of being 
caught in such artful ways? Ocertainly not ; they ought 
to press into the kingdom of their own accord; but he 
who said, ‘“‘ Let the dead bury their dead, but go thou 
and preach the kingdom of God,” understood that noth- 
ing must divert the attention where one is thoughtful 
about discipleship. Pople under conviction of sin 
ought not to harden their hearts; but est they harden 
their hearts, they are to hear God’s voice to-day. 
* Behold, now is the accepted time ; behold, now is the 
day of salvation.” Drawing the net, then, when persons 
are under conviction, is merely being as wise as the 
children of this world, who seiz: the present opportanit; 
to drive s bargain or to compass a favorite plan. How 
many 8 scheme will miscar:y unless it is attended to at 
once. Thetime to take advantsge of people is when 
their sympathies are touched, and their hearts are open. 
The time to strike is while the iron is hot,—a moment 
after, everything is changed. How truly ts this the case 
in the matter of repentance, when, unless a person is won 
to an acceptance of Christ when he is almost persuaded, 
he may be easily diseuaded, and a serious impression give 
way to a light impression, or to u'ter thoughtlessness. 

Are we wrong ia saying that not a few excellent 
ministers do everythixg except to draw the net? They 
are ex:mplary in their lives, earmst and effsctive as 
preachers, desirous of doing good; but owiog to shyness, 
or ignorance of human nature, or to their undervaluing of 
those prac'ical methods which sara used in worldly 
sffairs, they miss the « pportunity of bringing ia some 
sculs which might easily be gathered by a timely draw- 
ing of the vet. Of course, there are times when drawing 
the net would be somethicg worse than useless, as every 
fisherman knows. There are times when there is nothing 
to be taken, or nobody in a condition to be taken. Bat 
in how many cases souls are seemingly lost to Christ 
and the church because congregations are dismissed 
Sunday after Sunday, and month after month, with no 
chance for personal inquiry, and no eff rt made that 
seric us impressions shall result in immediate repentance. 
What a di-sipation of thoughtfulness and serious 
mindedness, which, if taken advantsge of at onca, might 
easily, by G d’s blessing, be made to culminate in true 
discipleship! Ought not ministers and Sanday-school 
teachers to think of this, seeing that everything fails if 
the ingathering fails? 








WAYS OF WORKING. 


—_——»——_— 


NION meetings for lesson study have become an 

established institution in many cities. U-sually, 
however, there is but one meeting of this kind even in 
the larger cities. The result is that many interested 
parties cannot reach the place cf meeting. Mr. Israel 
A. Barker, preeident of the Brooklyn Sunday-school 
Uaion, informs us of a plan to relieve this d fficulty, 
which is now in process of arrangement in bis city. In 
the Brooklyn Sanday-zchool fisid there are nine well- 
known “ Anniversary Districts.” In each of these the 
plan is to have a weekly union teachers’ meeting, so that 
those who need a help of this sort can find it at their 
doors. 


Rules for the guidance of tesciers have their va'us in 
the line of instruction and counsel, even where absolute 
conformity to them is not insisteion. At many a point 
cf uncertainty, or of slackness, tuch helps may dispel 
doubts or prompt to renewed endeavor. The superin- 
tendentof 8:. Peter’s Protestant E viscopal Sanday-school, 
of Brooklya, has prepared fr his teachers what he calls 
“The Teachers’ Guide and Companion,” in the form of 
a folded card, on the four pages of which are printed 
timely directions and words of suggestion, which the 
teachers are requested to preserve for consultation. 
While they are not entirely novel, we repeat them, in 


‘whom? 





substance, for the benefit of those to whom they are, in 
this shape, not fami iar: 
PREPARING THE LESSON. 

Pray—morning and evening: 

“ Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wongrous things 
out of thy law.” ' 

Begin to prepare the lesson early, instead of late in the 
week. 

Read slowly, verse by verse, and note words, phrases, 
customs, etc , requiring explanation. 

Obtain a Bible Dictionary, and such other aids to study as 
you can. 

TEACHING THE LESSON. 

Know thoroughly and familiarly whatever you would 
teach. 

Get and keep the attention of your scholars; now speak to 
one, then to another ; find illustrations. 

Use Janguage which your scholars understand, and explain 
the meaning of every new term you employ. 

Begin with what is alr‘ady known, and proceed to that 
unknown, making each step thorough before taking the next, 

Excite the mental activity of the echolar, that he may 
himee!f think. 

Require the scholar to re-state, in his own language, what 
he has learned. 

Sometimes review the previous lesson. 


COUNSELS. 

Be present before the opening of the school ;—a teacher 
absent or late need not exp-ct regular or punctual scholars. 

Be courteous, kind and social with your schglars ; —speak 
to them when they come in; visit them; remember that we 
must influence through love. 

Profitably occupy the spare moments, before or after open- 
ing, by inquiries after the absent, or the sick; rebuke or 
remonstrate in private; narrate some incident which his 
fallen under your observation during the week, susceptible 
of a moral or spiritual spplication. 

Never forget you are a teacher, and observed. 

Insist on order at all times. Require each echolar to find. 
the bymn, if not t> sing it, See that the request of the 
superintendent for the school to respond aloud, is complied 
with. 

Remember the force of example in all things. 

Bring Christ into every lesson. 

Create in the scholar a deep interest in all that pertains to 
our parish. The young may help by attendance, work, 
prayer. 

Urge a regular uee of all the means of grace. Inquire 
who attended church last Sunday. Who will meet me at 
the weekly service ? 

Encourrge your scholars to contribute systematically, and 
from pure motives, to all the benevolent enterprises of the 
church 

Seck and pray that every child may Jive as a Christisn, 
and early become and continue a commun‘cant. 

Be on the lookout for ministers and teachers from your 
c’ass, and for new scholars. 

See that your scholars know how to use their prayer- 
books, 

Work on in faith; often, “one soweth and another 
reapeth ;” but “God will not forget your work apd labor 
of love.” 

CAUT.ONS. 

Don’t preach. Bearin mind that your scholars remember 
long what they tell you, but may soon forget what you tell 
them. Draw out their observations; a mass of information 
may be told wh ch is no sooner heard than forgotten, because 
the scholar is not worked, and takes no part in the lesson. 

Don’t linger after the school closes, and so lose a part of 
the church service, and disturb wors! ipers, 

Don’t neglect the dull scholars; it is easy to teach a child 
who is anxious to learn, but the dull and careless ones went 
the most care. 

Don’t let a echolar be lost to the school or the church 
through your fault. Immortal souls are given to your care. 
QUESTION-GUIDE. 

(1.} Parallel passages.—Is the incident, parable, conversa- 
tion, or discourse of the lesson, or anything like it, elsewhere 
given in Scripture ? 

(2.) Persons. ( Biographical.) —Who wrote this lesson? To 
What persons are menticned? What do you 
know about them? 

(3.) Places. (Topographwcal.)\—Where did these persons 
live? Places mentioned—where situated—size—distance 
and d’rection from Jerusalem ? 

(4) Dates. (Chronological.)—In what year of the world 
and of Christ did these things occur? 
Allusion to days, hours, seasons, etc. 

(5.) Doings. ( Historical..—What did each person do? 
Who had the most todo? Why? 

(6.) Doctrines. (Theological )—What truths about God, 
man, character, conduct, the future, the present, are taught ? 

(7.) Duties. (Practical )}—To God, man, self, to church, 
nation, neighbor, enemy, friend, world, young, old, good, 
bad ? 


Age of persons, 
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WORKERS IN CONNCIL. 


(Information for this department—including early reports of Oon- 
ventions, Institutes, Normal-classes, and Teachers’ Associations—wil) 





New Jersey, State, at Salem............ccvsserseeseeeeree NOVEM DEF 14-16, 1876, 
Maryland, State, at HagerstowD........0....00+.s0s-0+.NovemM ber 22-24, 1876, 
New Hampshire, State, at LAGOmIS.......00...0+00+++0+-.. December 4-6, 1876, 





NORMAL-CLASSES AND ASSOOLATIONS. 


Toronto, Oan., Teachers’ Union Meeting for the exposition of the In- 
ternational lemons every Saturday, in the hall of the Young Men’s 
Ohristian Asociatien. Led by the Rev. Principal Oavan, of Knox 
College. 

Boston, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, at Wesleyan Hall, 8 Brom- 
field Street, every Saturday at 8 P.m. Led by the Rev. H. M. Parsons. 

Rochester, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lemon Study, every Thursday 
evening. in the Y. M. 0. A. Hall. 

Syracuse, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 
8 p.u., in the Y. M. 0. A. Hall. 

Elmira, N Y . Union Normal Class at the different churches, on the 
second Monday evening of each month. 

New York, Superintendents’ Meeting every Tucs/ay at 4 p.m , in the 
Fulton *treet Chapel: Condnctur, the Rev, Dr Inglis. Primary 
Ciass Teachers’ Mating every Saturday at 245 p.m, in the Y. M. 
OC. A. Lecture-room; O.nductor for October, Mrs. 8, W. Clark. 
Normal Class every Friday at 745P ™_ in the chapel of the Fourth 
Avenue Presbyterian Church; Conductor, Ralph Wells. 


Brooklyn, N.Y, Sunday-school Union, the seeond Monday evening 
of each month, at Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church. Union 
Meeting for Lesson Study \n the Warren Street M. E. Church, every 
Saturday at 8 p.m. Led by R. E. Selmes. 


Philadelphia, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday 
evening at the VY M.O. A. Hall, No. 1210 Chestnut Street; also, at 
noon »verv Saturday, at the Tenth Presbyterian Church, corner of 
Twelfth and Walnut Streets. 


Pittsburgh, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at 
noon, in the Y, M. C. A Rooms, No, 88 Fifth Avenue. 


Baltimore, Md., Meeting of Infant-clags teachers every Saturday, at 
4 P.m., at No, 8 North Charles Street, 
Louisville. Ky . Usion Meeting for Lewon Study, every Saturday, at 
5 rp. M., atthe Y. M. 0. A. Rooms, . 
St. Louis, Teachers’ Normal-class and Lesson Study every Thursday 
in the Fir.t Presbyterian Church, Corner Fourteenth Street and 
Lucas Place,at8 P.M. Teachers’ Association (Union), meets for 


Inatitute work the first Tuesday evening of each month, in 
Pilgrim Congregational church. 


Chicago, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, at Farwell Hall, every 
Saturday at noon. 

Burlington, Towa, Sunday School Association (Union), meets for 
Institute work on the First Wednesday evening of each month. 
Detroit, Mich., Union Méeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday 
evening, at the ¥Y. M. 0, A. Hall, Led by the Rev. A. T. Pierson. 





NEW HAMPSHIRE CONVENTION. 


[y. M. c. A.) 
REPORTED BY 8. BE. BRIDGMAN, 


HE Ninth Annual C nvention of the Young Men’s 
© aristian Associations of New Hampshire, held in 
Keore three days, closing Sunday, October 1, has special 
significance, because of its being linked with the evan- 
gelical ‘churches of the state. Delegates were prere1t 
from far and near from prominent churches, who came 
with liberai pledges of support for sustsining a “ gospel 
canvass” the coming year, For this object two thousand 
dollars were raised on the spot, churches and individaals 
giving as high as one hundred dollars each. The last 
year one hundred and twelve towns have been visited, 
taking three hundred and twenty-seven days. A general 
salaried secretary conducts the canvass, assisted by 
volunteer workers who receive no compensation for their 
labor. Oae man has thus given seven months and 
another five months to this delightfal work, so fall of 
blessed results, so promising for the fature, 

At a recent annual conference of the pastors of the 
state, they spoke most gratefully of the gracious outpour- 
ings of God’s Spirit, of the increase of church-rhember- 
ship (thirteen hundred having been added by profession), 
of the healthful state of religious life in their various 
localities, ard recognized the valuable assistance rendered 
by the Young Men’s Oaristian Associations, which, under 
God, have been the leading instruments in the work. 
M. B. Oritehett, of Concord, presided over the Oonven- 
tion; and tender, spiritual addresses were made by lead- 
ing laymen from New Hampshire and other states. 
President A, D Smith, D.D, of Dartmouth College, was 
specially eloquent in speaking of the relation of the 
laity to the pastors, endorsing most heartily the work of 
the Associations, entering into the discussions with loving 
heartiness, K. A. Burnell, the widely known and loved 
“Lay Evangelist,” added much to the interest of the 
meetings. 

On Bunday the two largest churches of the city were 
well filled, the five leading pastors, including Dr, Brown, 





of the Episcopal Ohurch, being present. As indication 
of the fraternal spirit of the Convention, we copy the 
following Resolutions passed : 


Resolved : That we pledge ourselves individually, the in- 
fluences which centre in this Convention, and the churches we 
represent, to the support of the state canvars for the coming 
year. We promise it what men, money and prayers it shall 
need, and invoke upon its efforts a blessing so large that there 
shall not be room to receive it. 

Resolved: That we send Christian salutations to all co- 
workers in the Lord’s vineyard everywhere, at home and 
abrosd, to all Christian mi+ionaries, to feeble churches, to the 
faculties of our institutions of learning, to all who are the 
friends of our Lord Jesus Christ. The outlook for the future 
of the old Granite Siate is cheering and encouraging. The 
young men receiving so lovingly the benediction of our leaders 
—Ged’s chosen ones, the clergy—will go forth with renewed 
zeal and enthusiasm to the labors before them. As we turn 
from Keene, glowing in its autumnal beauty, our hearts will 
long treasure the Coristian hospitality of her citizens; and the 
memory of her pastors, who fraternize so lovingly together, 
and who gave such words of welcome to their guests, will 
abide as a benediction. 





OTHER GATHERINGS 


7 HE Macon C punty, Illinois, Sunday-school Conv antion 

held its annual sesion at D.catur, September 21, 22 
The county contains seventy-four Sanday-schools, with 
6747 members. They expended during the year $2,066 88 
to sustain the work. The convention exercises were 
largely directed to the improvement of Bible study, and 
of home training. 


Oa Tuesday, October 4, the Southern New York 
Baptist Association met in New York. The first cvoen- 
ing was devoted to Sunday-school matters, the question 
for consideration being: “ What are the principal diffi- 
culties to be met with in Sunday-school work?” Some 
of the speakers thought there were no real difficulties if 
the hearts of those engaged in God’s work were but 
right. O hers took a very different view. Pr>miaent 
among the difficulties cited in the discussion were these: 
A lack of consecration among Christian workers; the 
want of close connection wiih the churches; poorly 
qualified teachers ; unwillingness to teach on the part of 
many who could do good work as teachers ; the abse:ce 
of the more experienced Caristians; narrow views of the 
work on the part of those who are in it; lack of a graded 
system ; absence of accommodations for graded Sunday- 
schools; want of money; lack of knowledge of human 
nature. 

At the recent Sunday-school convention for Morris 
C mnty, N. J., action was taken concerning the days of 
prayer for Sinday-schools as follows: 

Resolved : That we bail the approach of the fifth annual 
observance of the days of universal prayer for Sabbath- 
schools, Sunday and Monday, October 22, 23, with earnest 


joy. 


Resolved: That this suggestion of our brethren in the Lon- 
don Sunday School Union, first made in 1872, bas year by 
year been taken up around the earth and has strengthened 
sympathy among all Sunday-school workers, while the 
volume of two days’ united prayer has rolled up before God 
from millions of Christian hearts, and has been the power of 
the Holy Ghost. : 

Resolved: That we advise that every scholar and each 
teacher observe the recommendations of the London Sunday 
School Union for this year, and that, as far as possible, each 
class be gathered at some hour in the two days, with the 
parents and friends represented in it, and plead with God 
for the conversion and upbuilding of every soul in that 
class. 








The Seventh Annual Sunday-school Convention of the 
East Pennsylvania Conferences of the Evangelical Asso- 
ciation was held at Pottsville, September 19. The con- 
vention continu:d two days, and discussed the following 
topics: (1.) The work; (2) The workshop; (3) The 
workers; (4) The workers’ text-book; (5) At work. 
“The work” was viewed retrospectively and prospec- 
tively. Normal-classes, conventions and institutes, and 
teachers’-meetings, received due attention. The pastor, 
superintendent, teachers, and officers were brought under 
examination, and subjected to close and searching in- 
spection. 

Great stress was laid upon the necessity of a thorough 
knowledge of the Bible, the workers’ text-book. Divine 
and human aids were pointed out as helps in acquiring 
such knowledge, as were the necessary methods of in- 
struction. A meeting of children closed this inter- 
esting and instructive convention. The following sta- 





tistics show the condition of the work of the conference 
distric' : 


Schools, , : . . - Ts 
Officers, - - - . - - 960 
Teachers, . - - - - - 2204 
Scholars, - - 16324 


Volumes in libraries, - - 


- 21,864 
Sunday-echool periodicals taken, - 11,450 
Lesson leaves used, - 11,995 
Conversion during the year, - - - - 716 
Infsnt departmenta, - - - : - 41 
Teachers’-meetings, - - - - - 78 
Sunday-schools using International lessons, - - 134 
Expenses during the year, - - $9,600.73 





IN PROSPECT. 
N Institute for Oape May County, N. J , will be held 
at Oape May Court House, October 17, 19 
A Oonvention for the Fourth Sanday-school District 


of Illinois, will be held at Winchester, Scott County, 
November 14 15. 





PROGRESS OF THE KINGDOM. 


—When ye see these things come to pass, know ye that the King- 
dom of God is nigh at hand. 


etter 
EMBERS and clerks of the London Stock Exchange 
have organizei a Caristian Association from their 

own numbers. Its membership increases steadily. 

—In Linn C punty, Mo., there are two Sunday-schools 
superintended by ladies, They are both country schools, 
and both of them continue throughout the whole year. 

—Mr. Edward Kimball, well known as the former 
Suanday-school teacher of Mr. Moody, is working as a 
lay preacher with the Westminster Caurch, of San 
Francisco. 

—Mr. James F. Huber, Sate Sunday-school Secretary 
for Kentucky, has become General Secretary of the 
Louisville Young Men’s Christian Asscciation. He will 
henceforth devote his entire time to Caristian work. 

—In connection with the conferen _.s of the Evargeli- 
cal Association of the United S ates. there are 1,743 
Sunday: schools, having 19,551 « flicers and teachers, and 

105,556 scholars. E:.ch of these items shows a large in- 
crease over the numbers of the preceding year. 

—Some of the Sunday-rchools which have not before 
observed a Oentennial Sunday are now attending to 
the matter. THz &unpDAy ScHOoL Times Centennial 
Service, issued June 17, is still in frequent demand, and 
bids fair to continue so during 1876. 


—‘‘Ka-tsiv-leng” is the title of a tract exhorting to 
total abstinance, which, at the request of the Ningpo 
Missionary Association, Dr. 8. P. Barchet, Medical Mis- 
sionary, has just published in hope of checking the 
rapid increase of intemperance among the Chinese, 

—London has a ‘Children’s Medical Missionary 
Society.” It was organized in July, 1875 Its object is 
to educate children every where into an intelligent knowl- 
edge and love of the M-dical Mission work at home and 
abroad, Its first annual report, jast made public, speaks 
very cheerfully of the work accomplished, 

—The China Inland Mission was organized in E gland, 
in 1865, forthe purpose of carrying the gospel into the 
heart of the Ohinese Empire. It has opened more than 
fifty stations, or out-stations, at all of which either mis- 
sionary or native preachers are at work. The efficient 
forces of the mission at present consists of fifty-two mis- 
sionaries, and seventy-five native helpers. 

—During the recent Pennsylvania Oonvention of 
Young Men’s Christian Associations, at Danville, the 
delegates entered heartily into evangelistic services in the 
open air, and with the churches. Uader date of October 
2, one of the pastors of that city writes: ‘The Lord is 
pouring out a blessing upon us here. The meetings will 
be continued this week. We had a number of conver- 
sions last week, and some remarkable ones. Last evening 
two professed for Christ, and later at one of the churches 
two arose for prayer.” 


—City mission work seems to be vigorously pushed in 
Cincinnati. The last annual report of the Rev. Joseph 
Emery, city missionary, gives an account of his labors in 
the City Hospital, which he visited 133 times, in the 
City Infirmary, in the Widows’ Home, ia dhe three 
orphans’ asylums, in the Home for the Friendless, in 
the Children’s Home, in the Work House, in open-air 
meetings, and in visits to families. In the last-named 
work, 2 057 visits were made, In all the lines of work, 
this one missionary made some 2,600 visits during the 
year, 
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—Extensive preparations for evangelistic work in the 
West have been completed. The central point will be 
the great Moody and Sankey Tabernacle in Chicago. 
Bat preaching and singing evangelists have been yoked 
together for outside work ia various directions, Messrs, 
Whittle and Bliss, Needham and Stebbins, and perhaps 
Morehouse and Johnson, may be enrolled among these 
“two and two” laborers. Thomas K C-ee, who was 
general secretary of the Moody and Sankey meetings in 
Philadelphia, has taken similar supervision of the work 
at the West. 


—* Asan evidence of the growing interest in the study 
of God’s word in our Territory,” writes a missionary 
of the American Sunday School Union in Dakota, “I 
mention that, in a Sanday-school organized by me in 
a community where, two years ago, there were no reli- 
gious services, there has been such growth of interest—as 
well as numbers—that, in the special preparation made 
by the school for the last quarterly review, the adult 
Bible class became so excited that they spent three hours 
together in going over the points of the lesson. Yet, many 
of our Sunday-school workers in Dakota are laboring 
under great disadvantages.”’ 


—A correspondent—P. D. F.—at Washington, D C., 
tinder date of October 1, sends this brief note of Christian 
work in that city: ‘“‘ To-day, the first Sunday in the 
month, the churches were filled by a returning congrega- 
tion. Pastors, who.have been long absent from their 
charge, some of them for four months, appeared in their 
pulpits. Sunday-schools that have passed through the 
summer with a sickly existence show signs of returning 
life, vigor and strer g'h, and the Young Mens Christian 
Association inaugurated its afternoon meetings (3} P. M.) 
by an excellent address from General O. O. Howard, who 
is now stationed in Oregon. He spoke on the topic 
“Seek fimt the kingdom of God.” He addr2ssed his 
remarks more particularly to the young men, telling 
them, in the words of his topic, “ The old, old story,” so 
often told, yet ever new, and when coming from the 
heart, listenen to in rapt attention. Ganeral Howard 
earnently presented to his hearers, and pathetically illus- 
trated from his personal observation, the topic, bringing 
it home so closely to young men, espe-ially to those ad- 
dicted to intemperance and immorality, that his words 
possessed an unusnal power. Lincoln Hall was well 
filled, mostly by Christian people. The secretary, Mr. 
Stewart, presided, and Dr. Rankin pronounced the bene- 
diction.” 


—Evangelistic work, under Messrs, Moody and San- 
key, began in Chicago, Sanday, October 1. The attend- 
ance has thus far exceeded that at either B-ooklyn, 
Philadelphia, or New York. The tabernacle is on Mon- 
roe street, between Market and Franklin. It is one 
hundred and ninety feet front by one hundred and sixty 
feet deep, and access is gained upon three of its sides. 
Fcom reports given in the The New York Daily Witness, 
we learn that this immense house was filled at three 
services on Sunday, October 1. Ia the evening, it is 
estimated that 10,000 persons came, but were unable to 
gain admittance. An auxiliary meeting was held in 
Farwell Hall, which was filled to overflowing. Admis- 
sion to the tabernacle are by ticket, Mr. Moody’s pur- 
pose being to reach Christians first. The sermon of 
Sanday morning was upon John 11 : 39, “ Take ye away 
the stone.” In opening his exposition of the stones to 
be removed, Mr. Moody ssid: “Now I have not any 
doubt but that all in this congregation are looking for a 
blessing in Chicago, and expect a great work to be done. 
If you are not expecting it, you ought to be. If a great 
and mightv work is not done, it will not be God’s fault, 
but our own.” Tae afvernoon sermon was from John 
4:36, “He that reapeth receiveth wages.” In this, 
Mr. Moody said : 

There is no luxury like working for the Lord. He gives 
us something more than silver and gold. If the Mayor of 
Chicago were to issue a proclamation for 10,000 men, offer- 
ing to give them one dollar and a half wages, you would 
think it very good; but here is a proclamation from the 
throne of God that 10,000 women and children can be used 
in the Lord’s vineyard in gathering the treasures of life. The 
Lord can use the oldest and the youngest. 

I am thinking it is well for us to have a fair understanding 
with you. We have come just to gather in the harvest. 
Now, the first class we want is the ministers. I was cheered 
when I came here to-day, but it was not the vast audience 
that cheered me, it was not the grand building; it was the 
presence of the ministers on this platform, who seized me by 
the hand and gave me a “ God bless you.” It gave mea 
light heart. There are some ministers who get behind the 
poste, as if they were ashamed of being seen here at these 
meetings, but come to criticize the sermon and pick it to 
pieces. Any one can criticize ; it don’t take brain or head to 


- 


“desire to know of their western neighbors, 





do it. Oh, if the ministers were of one spirit now, flame 
of fire would rise up in Chicago which would spread out into 
the country and through all the Northwest. 

The next class we want to help us is the Sunday-school 
teachers. What they want is a quickening to bring the chil- 
dren under their charge to Christ. Of course, the Lord can 
bless in epite of minister or Sunday-school teachers; but he 
does not generally. Bring your classes here, and try to con- 
vert them. Let every teacher in Chicago say: “By the 
help of God I will try and lead my class to Christ this sea- 
son.” 

Another class is the young men. There are many jewels in 
those saloons and billiard halls. Bring them to this hall and 
take a seat near them. Take them by the hand and say: 
“John, I wish to see you a Christian.” Ask them in the 
name of the Master to come. I know someof you will look 
on this in a scoraful way, and say, “I have been insulted. ’ 
I have visited one hundred saloons in this city, and seldom 
or never get insulted. Some of the best young men we have 
have been found in billiard halls. The spirit of the gospel 
is to seek such men. 

And now, mothers, I want your sympathy. Not one of 
you but should be in sympathy with me. If your children 
are Christians it will be much easier for them to steer clear 
of temptation and Jead better lives. Shall not the matter be 
the m>ther’s and the father’s? Gather around the family 
altar. Utter prayers for these wayward children. There was 
a mother in London who constantly prayed for her boy. He 
at last said: “ Mother, I am not gcing to be bothered by your 
prayers any longer; I am going to America.” Said she: 
“Your mother’s prayers can reach you there; you will 
find that God is on the sea and in America.” He 
left there and came to this country. When he got to New 
York harbor some one told him we were holding meetings in 
the Hippodrome. When he got on shore he found that God 
was waiting for him. He became a Christian, and is now 
one of the best workers in New York city. Before he went 
to bed he sat down and wrote to that mother that he had 
found the Saviour. If, mothers, you are going to work for 
God you must be up and about it. We have but a little time. 
Some of you say you have nottime. Take time. Give 
fifieen or twenty minutes a day to God. You don’t know 
what the result may be. Go among men, They are waiting 
for you tocome. Talk to them about Christ; take them by 
the hand and lead them to Christ. 








BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


—— 


THE MIKADO’S EMPIRE.* 


oun volume before us meets the want long felt and 
expressed of a truthfal and impartial account in the 
English language of the history, politics, customs, ideas, 
and status of the Japanese Empire. Aimé Humbert’s 
inimitable work, Japan Iilust:é, is a dead letter to all 
but the French reader; but Professor Griffis has given 
in pure and simple English that which many Americans 
He brought 
to his task an intimate personal contact of eight years 
with the Japanese, accumulated information, and good 
scholarship ; and his work commends itself to the erudite 
scholar, to the lover of history or romance, and yet more 
especially to all who are in sympathy with a nation’s 
struggles toward constitutional liberty and political or 
religious reformation. The book is not a narrative of 
travels; neither is it merely an historical treatise, nor a 
book of archz>logy, nor a commentary on the works of 
others, It is ali these and much more, In the first of 
the two volames as bound in one, we have a history of 
Japan from 660 B.O, to 1872 A.D. 

We have in this an elaborate treatise of a dynasty of 
rulers who boast of twenty-five centuries of unbroken 
succession, of a‘ nation that has passed through the 
soveral stages of aboriginal migration, tribal government, 
conquest by invaders, pure monarchy, feudalism, 
anarchy, and modern consolidated empire; of the man- 
ners, customs, home-life, houses, farniture, society, 
trades, literature, language, and religion which have 
characterized the changing times, with narrative as 
elcqaent as an epic poem. Professor Griffis says : 7 

The Japanese are intensely proud of their history, and 
take great care in making and preserving records, Memorial 
stones, keeping green the memory of some noted scholar, 
ruler, or benefactor, are among the most striking sights on 
the highway, or in the towns, villages, or temple yards, 
betokening the desire to defy the ravages of oblivion, and 
resist the inevitable tooth of Time. 


Chapters on mythology and the twilight of fable next 
follow, and they are fall of poetic fancy and charming 
story. Like the mythology of Greece, the mythology of 

*The Mikado’s Empire. By William Elliot Griffis, A.M., late of 


the Imperial University, Tokio, Japan. New York: Harper & 
Brothers. For sale by J. B. Lippincott & Co, 








Japan “forms the soil of the national art, whether ex- 
pressed in bronza, porcelain, or colors; or poetry, song, 
picture, the dance, pantomime, romance, symbolism ; or 


| the esthetics of religion.” 


We are tersely told that 


Cannon-balls, commerce, and actual contact with foreign- 
ers, doubtless helped the scales to fall from their [Japanese] 
eyes, but these were helps only. All such means had failed 
in China, though tried for half a century. They would have 
failed in Japan also. It was an impulse from within that 
urged the Japanese to join the comity of nations, The no- 
blest trait in the character of a Japanese is his willingness 
to change for the better when he discovers his wrong or in- 
feriority. 

Perhaps no part of the first volume will be of greater 
interest to the Ohristian reader than the chapters on 
Baddhism, and the Introduction of Ohristianity and 
Foreigners, with the persecutions that followed this 
change, To most readers, these chapters will bea new 
and wonderful relation. As the suthor says, 


Christians must surely be interested to know of the fai h 
they are endeavoring to destroy. . . . When it is considered 
that Buddhist temples are already erected on American soil, 
—that a new development of this ancient faith may yet set 
itself up asa rival of Christianity in the western part of our 
country,—that it has already won admirers, if not professors, 
in Boston, London, and Berlin, the subject will be seen to 
possess an immediate interest.. . . The Japanese are an in- 
tensely imaginative people; and whatever appeals to the 
esthetics of sense, or fires the imagination, leads the masses 
captive at the will of their religious leaders. The priests of 
Rome came with crucifixes in their hands, elc quence on their 
lips . . . and with impressive ceremonies out-daazled the 
scenic display of the Buddhists... . . They preached the 
doctrine of an immediate entrance into paradise after death 
a doctrine which thrilled their hearers to an uncontrollable 
pitch of enthusiasm. Buddhism promises rest in heaven 
only afier many transformations, births, and the repeated 
miseries of life and death, the very thought of which wearies 
the soul. The story of the cross made vivid by fervid elo- 
quence, tears, and harrowing pictures, which bridged the gulf 
of remoteness, and made the act of Calvary near and intensely 
real, melted the hearts of the impressible natives. 


Farther on the author draws a vivid picture of the hor- 
rors of persecution. 

Fire and sword were used to extirpate Christianity, and to 
paganize the same people, who, in their youths, were Chriat- 


ianized by the same means. Allover the empire ... the 
people were compelled to trample on the cross, . . . The 
Christians suffered all sorts of persecutions. They were 


wrapped in straw sacks, piled in heaps of living fuel... . All 
the tortures that barbaric hatred or refined cruelty could in- 
vent, were used to turn thousands of their fellow-men into 
carcasses and ashes, Yet few of the natives quailed. They 
calmly let the fire of wood, cleft from the crozses before which 
they prayed, consume them, or walked cheerfully to the 
blood pit, or were flung alive into the open‘grave, about to be 
filled up. Mothers carried their babes in arms to the fire, 
the sword, or the precipice’s edge, rather than leave them 
behiad to be educated in the pagan faith. If any one doubts 
the rincerity and fervor of the Christian converts of to-day, or 
the ability of the Japanere to accept a higher form of faith, 
or their willingness to suffer for what they believe, they have 
but to read the accounts preserved . .. of various witnerses 
to the fortitude of the Japanese Christians of the seventeenth 
century. The annals of the primitive church furnish no in- 
stances of sacrifice or heroic constancy, in the Coliseum or 
the Roman arenas, that were not paralleled on the dry river- 
beds and execution grounds of Japan. 


Then came a period when the name of Ohrist would 
bate the breath, blanch the cheek, and smite with fear as 
with an earthquake shock. 


It was the synonym of sorcery, sedition, and all that was 
hostile to the purity of the home and the peace of society. 
All over the empire, in every city, town, village and hamlet, 
by the roadside, ferry, or mountain pass, at every entra ce to 
the capital, stood the public notice-boards, on which, with 
prohibitions against the great crimes that disturb the relations 
of society and government, was one tablet, written with a 
deeper brand of guilt, a more hideous memory of blood, with 
a more awful terror of torture, than when the like superscrip- 
tion was affixed at the top of a cross that stood between two 
thieves on a little hill outside of Jerusa'em. Its daily and 
familiar sight startled, ever and anon, the peasant to clasp 
hands and utter a fresh prayer, the bonye (priest) to add new 
venom to his maledictions, the magistrate to shake his head, 
and to the mother a ready word to hush the crying of her fret- 
ful babe. 


The deductions that follow, relative to the causes and 
eff cts of Christianity of the seventeenth cen\ury, are re- 
plete with suggestions. 

In the second volume, the author gives his personal 
impressions and experiences, occasionally in the diary 
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form, which is written in a vivacious style, A Ride on 
the Tokaid»; Life in Tokio; 8 ghts and 8S ands in a 
Pagan Temple; Among the Men of New Japan; Re- 


ception by the Damio; Life in a Japaness H mse; The 


List Year of Fevdalism; and New Japan, are among 
the significant chap‘ers of this volume, 

Passages in this book relative to the course pursued 
hy resident foreigners, and the policy of the Eoglish and 
United States governments, are especially worthy of re- 
flection, 

There is no blacker page in history than the exactions 
and cruelties practiced against Japan by the diplomatic 
representatives of the nations called Christian—in the sense 
of having the heaviest ariillery. In their fioancial and 
warlike operations in Japan, the foreign ministers seem to 
have acted as though there were no day of judgment. For 
a land impoverixhed and torn, for the miseries of people 
compelled by foreigners, for the sake of their cursed dollars, 
to open their country, what sympathy? Of real encourage- 
ment, of cheer to Japan in her mighty struggle to regenerate 
her national life, what word? 

The bork is remarkable for the candor and impar- 
tiality dieplsyed toward all, and, despite solii fact, is 
riclllfully inwrought with humorous incident and amuse- 
ment. 


Daniel Deronds, By Geroga Eliot. Vol. Il, New 
York: Hirper & Brothers —Tais second volume, ending 
with a delightful and most appropriate quotation from 
Milton, brings to a close the most popular and most 

‘discussed novel of the year. With each succeeding 
atory George E iot hascome more prominently before 
the best part of the E iglish and American public, and 
no previous work has been accorded the attention which 
has awalted this ia its serial publication. It has been 
the fashion to talk about Daniel Deronda, but, better 
than that, very maoy of the thoughtfal persons who 
make our best society what it is have been included in 
George E iot’s public. The story is a great one in 
several respects. I: is a masterpiece of good Eaglish; 
it describes men and things with wonderful accuracy ; 
it enlivens a whole pige with some stroke of quiet 
humor; it makes its characters move through life as 
naturally as a dramatist’s men and women must do. 
Bat at the close the impression is assuredly one of dis- 
appointment, What relations, really, have Gwendolen 
and Daniel that they should constantly cross each 
other’s path? Ech is a completely depicted personage, 
bat why are they put in the same novel? And is not 
Dronda’s “ mission,” as diva'ged at the end, a silly ard 
Q iixotic one? These are the questions the reader asks, 
and must answer, we fear, in a manner not likely to 
redouad to George E'low’s future renown, unless her 
next story is as gxod as Middlemarch or Adam Bade. 
We have hsd nothing in recent fiction better than the 
first book of this novel; bat the end does not crown the 
work, Daniel Deronda is not the well-rounded and 
fully proportioned man that is to go down literature as 
the exemplar of the Hebrew race. We cannot help 
feeling toward this novel, great as it is in some respects, 
as we would toward a freshman who passes his entrance 
examinations at the head of his class, but finally fails to 
get a part at Commencement. (For sale by J. B. Lip- 
pincott & Ov.) 





Laura Linwood, By the author of The White Cross 
aud D veof Psarls. New York: T. Y. Orowell.—This 
is in the form of what are called “Javenile Books,” and 
we presume is intended to be so classed. The story is 
not withoat interest, nor the book without merit. It 
incalcates a serious aud important lesson, namely, the 
danger of payiog too high for what arecalled “ aocomplish- 
m yats,” ia the education of girls, At the same time, we 
feel bound to say that the book is far f-om first-rate in 
any respec’, Baiag a repriat from the E iglish, it con 
tains much that is not readily appreciable by American 
children. It contains also many instances of cockneyism 
in expression, such as the use of ‘ directly” for “ as soon 
as” (‘ directly she goes to another schoo’, she will be 
pat to a new one,” p 126); the use of “ whatever” for 
‘‘what” (‘he asks her whatever she meant,” p. 56). It 
has occasional instances «f bad grammar, as “ against 
those whom it was feared might form a state party,” (p, 
188), and sometimes uses words not to be found ia the 
dictionary, as “a squitch of the rod” (p. 152). Worse 
than any of these, is abounds in affectations of foreign 
words, as if the author had a sorry ambition to show off 
her French —olient@le, ennui, en passant, a haute voix, 
spirituelle, pwlie ct strice, aetatis forty, furore, migraine, 
de rigueur, sotto voce sorties made solitaire, grand monarque, 
au reste, bonne madame, ménage, andsoon. This sort of 
affectation, offensive in any book pretending to be 





written in Eaglish, is intolerable ia a book intended for 
children. 


My Own Child By Florencs Marryat. New York: 
D. Appleton & Co.—This is an unpleasant novel, and 
one better described by the school-girl adjective “ hate- 
fol” than by any other word, Its plot is abnormal and 
wholly unnatural. A young girl at fifteen marries a boy 
of twenty-one. He dies; she mourns him as a compan- 
ion or playmate, and regards his posthumous child with 
the curiosity she would have f-lt, a year or two bef re, 
corcerning a new doll or a pink pinafore. This child 
grows up, marries the man her mother wished to wed as 
her second husband, and dies, after a short period of 
misery. We need not elaborate the details, but will say 
that Miss Braddon, George Sand, or the dramatists of the 
Restoration, are preferable to this sort of thing. The tale 
is told with some literary skill, (For sale by Olaxton, 
Remsen & Haffslfinger ) 

The First Two Stuarts and the Puritan Revolution By 
Samuel Rawson Gardiner, New York: S r baer, Arm- 
atrorg & Oo.—Mr, Gardiner has, ia this volamsa, a hard 
period to treat, but he has narrated its history with uni- 
f.rm god temper and a commendable spirit of fairness 
and charity. The Puritans, on the whole, are presented 
in their true light, and the defenders of the Cavaliers 
cannot fiad occasion to criticise seriously their present- 
ment in these pages. Neither was wholly right, but each 
represented a true principle, which the Eogland of to- 
day in large measure unites, This is the philosophical 
theory of the book, which chronicles facts with accuracy 
and gocd sense, (For sale by J. B Lippincott & C».) 





Tie American Tract Society have in prass a book for 
children by Mrs, E. B Riffaasperger, and A recdotes of 
Rowland Hill, by the Rav. V. J. Caarlesworth. 


The second volume in Roberts Brothers’ ‘No Name 
Series” will be a story in verse, entitled DE'rd é. It is 
reported that the ficst of the series, Percy Pailbrick’s 
Cuoice, is by Saxe Holme, 


O wing toa change ia the publishing department of 
the New England Journal of Educ ition, occasioned by the 
death of Mr. O OC. Onatfield, Mc. Taomaw W. Bicknell 
will hereafter act as publisher as well as editor. 

J B L'ppincott & C» announce the publication of a 
new edition of Caambers’s Eacyclops lia which will be 
sold at much lower price than former editions, though it 
will retain the popular form and style of binding. 


Cassell, Petter & Co. purpose publishing a Bible Com- 
mentary that shall rival the &paaker’s Commentary, The 
Bishop of Gloucester and B-istol and Professor Light- 
foot have been secured as general editors of the work, 
ard money will not be spared in obtaining erainent co- 
laborers to give high character to the undertaking. 


The Rev. W. F Cvafts purposes publishing in a 
permanent form for Sinday-school workers the several 
outline lectures delivered duriag the sessions of the 
state Sunday-school Parliament at the Thcu:and Isles, 
These lectures will make a book of about 200 pages, 
which can be obtained of Mr. Crafts, at New Badford, 
Mass, 


The forthcoming work in London of the Rev. Dr. 
Davidson will be entitled The C inon of the Bible; its 
F. rmation, History, aud Fluctuation, It will be a sur- 
vey of all that concerus the formation and history of the 
Bible canon, inv »iving the treatment of the questions of 
inspiration, authenticity, authority, and the age of the 
Scriptures. 


First among the new lesson helps annouaced for 1877 
is a C »mmextary ou the Iaternational Lossons, from the 
press of the Congregational Pablishing 8S ciety, of 
Bwton. The Old Testament poriion is by the Riv. 
John E Todd, of Now Haven, and the New Testament 
portion is by the Rev. Dr. M. B. Rddle, of Hartford. 
Is bids fair to be a valuable aid in Bible study. 





A. 8. Barnes & Oo. have in preparation several works 
of religious bearing, including a work of the Rav. Dr. 
Asa Mahan, first president of Oberlin Oollege, on the 
Paenomena of Spiritualism, Scientifically Explained and 
Exposed; and two sets of the O mgregational Uaion 
Lectures on John the Baptist, by Heary R Reynolds, 
D D.,, and the Priesthood in the sight of the Now Testa- 
ment, 





The art-publishers, L Prang & O1,of Boston. are 
about to issue a book on Tae Theory of C slor in its Rla- 
tion to Artand Art Iadastry, by Peofssor Willian Va 
Bezold, of the Polytechaic 8 shool of Manich. Tae work 
is devoted to the philosophy of c lor, the effsct of con- 
trasts, and the law of their blending. It will be illas- 
trated with plain and colcrad cuts, and is designed to 
furnish aid to artists and all who are employed in deco- 
rative art. 

It would be difficult to obtain popular information of 
practical value in more compact and convenient form 
than is given in the successive Tribune Extras in pam- 
phiet shape. No other “Guide to the Exhibition” is com- 
parable with that supplied, for twenty five cents, in the 
Extra No, 35. And now, all that Professor Huxley 
knows, or pretends to know, is offered at the same price, 
in Extra No. 36 In this way, one can be fully inf rmed 
for fifty cents of all the latest inventions in art and 
“ science.” 

A new map of Modera Palestine, on the basis of 
Kiepert, with the latest corrections, based on recent dis- 
coverles, is pablished by the Americaa Traci Society, 
New York. On it are given both the ancient Scripture 
names and the modern Arabic names of all the principal 
localities. Its siz is about fourteea inches by twenty, and 
it is printed on fine bond p1p2r, also on s iff card p vper. 
This map is really a valaable sid in the study of Bible 
geography. It will be found in the new “ Large Paper 
Edition” of the “ Teacher’s Bible,” aud is also published 
separately.” 

The fall list of Macmillan & Oo. isesp2cially larga and 
noteworthy, embracing several important book: on his- 
tory, biography, science, and religion, A third volume 
will be added to the E:rl of Shelburne’s Memoirs ; travel 
will be represented by Lieutenant Payer’s account of the 
Austrian Arctic Expedition ; science, by Lord Oampbell’s 
Uasclentific Letters from the Challenger, Gaillemin’s 
Application of Paysical Forces, Lckrer on the Tele- 
ee’ p», and a volame on Astronomical Myths, by J. F, 
Biake. Ia religious literature, D:. Vaughan’s Heroes of 
Faith, reviews of Modern Materialism, and D fficulties of 
B lief (new edition), by Pcofessor Birks, and Ministerial 
Daties, by Archdeacon Bithor, are among other works. 
Tae firm will also publish several javeniles, the most 
prominent of which will be a profus+ly illustrated fairy 
story, J bor ykin and the Goblin, by Charles G Leland, 
who, it will be noted, has not been idle in his English 
home. 


Discussion on the question of the Bible in our public 
schools is by no means yet at an end. From the Weat- 
ern Tract 8 ciety comes ‘A Plea for the B ble in the 
Oommon S:hools” by the R v. A R'tchie. It advocates 
its cause with earnestness and fairness, Yt more strik- 
ing is “ The B ble and the R public,” by the Rav. Dz, 
Arthur Mitchell, of Chicago. It bristles with poiats, 
It gives facts which cannot be gainsaid, and it pushes 
them home with word: that are not to be misunderstood. 
D:. Mitchell insists that not alone Protestant Christians, 
but Roman Catholics, J3ws, and infidels, owe all the safe 
liberty which they e'j»y in this country to the place 
which the B ble has had in the training of our people; 
hence that none of them ought to « bject to retaining that 
which is essential which they hold dear ia our instita- 
tions. He says: 

The Bible furnishes the wheat out of which the bread of 
republies is made, If the state has a right to Jive at all, she 
has a right to the means of her life, to whatever tends to 
make her life permanent and prosperou*. Therefore ehe has 
aright to the Bble. Her laws shouli honor it; and all 
friends of our municipil peace, and of American liberty, 
should labor to restore it to our schools, and generously s'rive 
to give it to our entire population. 





PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


{All books received will be ‘promptly noticed unter this head. 
The interests .f our readers will guide us in making further notive,)} 


THE L«vugeL Bush. An Old-fashioned Love Story. By the author of 
Joho Halifax, Gentewan (Mrs D M Mulock) I lusirat-d. 
12m0, pp 197.c oth. 8vo. pp. 64, paper, 50 cents New York: 
Harper & Brotaers. (For sale by J. B. Lippi. cott & Lo.) 


THE UNCOMMERCIAL TRAV&SLEB, HaPp Times and THe MysTERY oF 
EDWIN Dsovd By Charlies Dcken’ LItiustratd (Household 
edition ) 8vo, pp. 328.cloth New York: Harper Brothers. 
(For sa e by J. B. Lippincott & C») 


MEDIAVAL AND MODERN SAINTS AND MIRACLES. Not Ab Uno e Socie- 
tave lesu. 12mo, pp 805,c.oth. New York: Harper & Brothers. 
(For sale by J. B. Lippincott & Co.) 


FrieprRich FrRa@set. A Biographical Sketch. By Matilda H. 
Kriege. With portrait. 16m0, pp. 29, c.oth. New York: E. 
Steiger. 


GUIDE TO CHURCH FURNISHING AND DECORATION. 8q. 16mo, PP, 
124, paper, 50 cents. Chicago: A. H. Andrews & Co. 
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BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


EpurcEon s SeRMons can be bad for 
five centa apiece by eubscribirg for THE 
WaTCHMAN, and seven psges cf first-class 
reading-matter besides! The publisher of 
that p»per ¢ffers to send it to any new 
subscriber from now till Jaruary, 1877, 
for Oae Diliar! Address, simply, THE 
WATCHMAN, Boston, Mass. 








EVERYBODY ought to have a Ooncord- 
ance,—a large one, if they can sffurd it,— 
if not, then the smell, cheap one by the 
American Tract Scciety, with one or more 
references to every verse in the Bible, ex- 
cept the lists of names, It costs 75 cents 
postage, 6 cents. Send to 1512 Chestnut 
Street, Philadelphia, H.N. Thissell, Dis- 
trict Secretary. 








SP BC NAL NO’ icms. 


SARATOGA SPRINGS IN WINTER.—Reasons for going 
to Dr. Strong’s Remedial In-titute, with circular 
Sesgrtbinn its Turkisn, Russian, and Electrical 
Baths, ete., will be set on application. — 
Lung Female, and Chronic D'sea-es a specialty. 








anaes To Punsums VisiTine New YosRE 0&8 


CENTENNIAL.~{-Grand Union Hotel, —— 

Grand Cen! ad ce oe from 

oe Aen ee see eee Sa 
b Face eas oderate Cars and 


the pass 
this Hotel for al parts of the city, aitd to el- 


phia Depot for Cente 








CONFECTIONERY. 


Stephen F. Whitman 
& Son, 


CHOCOLATE 
CONFECTIONS, 


The Finest manufactured in AMERICA. 





FOR FAMILY USE AND FOR PRESENTS. 


S.W. Cor. 12th and Market Sis., 
PHILADELPHIA. 


ny a, Y HA Ex- 
me ~ A KRioaN OEPARTMEE NT. 


CUT THIS OUT. 


The special offer to send THE SUNDAY 
ScHooL TIMEs to any new subscriber for 
three months for twenty-five cents, postage 
free, still holds good. 

If you value THE Times, will you not 
cut this notice out, and send it to a friend who 
is not a subscriber ? 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Business Manager, 
610 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


EIGHTEEN THOUSAND ORGANS 


Have been manufactured and sold by the 


NEW ENGLAND ORGAN COMP’Y 

















Lowest Prices 


AT WHICH 


LARGEST 
NUMBER 


FIRST-CLASS LATE 
WORK ue 
IMPORTANT 


CAN BE 


PRODUCED. 


IMPROVE- 
MENTS. 


Within Four and a Half Years. 
NU'COMPANY IN THE WORLD CAN EXHIBIT SUCH A RECORD AS THIS. 
te proprietors In every tools and machinery, the mosi expert workmen, and the personal supervision 


of the proprieto: derartm: nt guarantee a continuance of that perfection which finds its sequel 


in the UNPARA ALLELED EXTENT OF THE SALES OF 1HE NEW ENGLAND ORGA thin 
ones riod since the origin of the “ompany. ene - 


USTRATED CATALOGUES sent free on application to the 
NEW ENGLAND ORGAN COMPANY, 
Warerooms, Marble Building, 1299 Washington s8t., Boston, Mass. 














/ 0. 1. Pace’s / 


No Color or 
other objec- 
tionable 












SPECIALTIES 


MADE FRESH 
DAILY. 


[a Aree Sef 


RY ND'XEN Ci NTS to L. A Elliot & Co, Fine 
Art D aers, Bo ton, for “T:e Beavtif.1 H me,” 


(Art Hinw, and List of more than 2400 Engravings, 
) 




















e Vines, "it 
Grap S. jeach! dos. 
Concord, Ives, Hartford, Catawba, wd me $1.00 
Delaware, Salem, Rogers, Nos. 1, 3, 9, 19 “ | 2.50 
Eumelan, Croton, Talman or C hampion.*, ° | 40 4.00 
Brighton (red). Elvira and Lady (white), . | 
Martha, Agawam, Wilder, Creveling, | = | 9.50 
Postpaid and warranted to reach purchaser fn good order, 
Also Trees, Small Fruits, ete. WHOLESALE RATES VERY 
Low. Send Stamp for Price and Descriptive List 
T.S. HUBBARD, Fredonia, N. Y. 





CORWiIn’S “ ZEPHYR” INDIARUBBER GaRMENTS. 


This new articles is free from any 
Gisacreeable Od: r handsome asrilk, 
5 cune.s lighter than any «ther 
makes. Toey supersede al! others, 
wilt never stck or peel off Rub- 
bered .n both sides t+ preserve the 
Clota, No person shou d ve without 
suco a w ter proof; ~ sure the name 
isonthe ben! 8 nd r ireular, 

Corwin's' Z pHY#’” RUBBSE TRAy- 
ELING AND TUKM HaT the very | est 
ev riutrofuced for bghwesi dur - 
bility snd keepiag in sh» pe, w-ighs 
13% ounces, Pr oa 8) 5) Tr de, discourt. Manu, 
f,cvun d by JOHN M. CORWIN, 57 LaFayette Ave 
nue, n, N.Y, 








ENTS RL | WS 








NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


INTERNATIONAL LESSONS 


FOR 1877. 
SERMONS BY THE MONDAY CLUB. 





PERIODICALS. 


THREE MONTHS FREE, 


Now—Subscribe—Now 








FOR 
| 400 Pages, only $1.50. 
. H E WATCHMAN ’ | Will be Ready about November 1. 
‘ THE BFfsT 


| Sent by mail on receipt of price. Orders given 
now will have immediate atten.ion on publication 


Religious Paper wy. 
IN 


LOCKWOOD, BROOKS & CO, 
‘ as ENGLAN Boston, Mass, 
E NP. MOODY'S 
EIGHT PAGES 


FULL OF COOD THINGS, | 


PRAYER-MEX) INe 
| T wone verbatim reports, The only comets ser- 
MOLS are in thix autuor.zed evition, e: titled siad 
To New Subscribers, we wi/l send the paper from the time | 
the money is received, tid January 1, 1878, for $3 U0, 


sidings. Beware of imitations, 500 pags pa- 
SAMPLE COPIES, FREE; SEND FOR O4E. 


per cover, $1.00 ; extra cloth, $200. Mailed on 
1@ve ptof price. 14,000 ordered the first » onth, 
TERMS: $300 per year, posiage free ———-—— 
Address, 


Agents sel] 5 to 139 a week of (hisand our NEW 
| BOOK, ibree bry “yy curiosities of 
| the Bibie; <00 . +e $15 
B TREAT, PUBLIS? ER 
THE WATCHMAN, 
Boston, Mass. 
¥. & Rogers, Ma ager. 





80. Broadwey New York. 





25 FANCY CAR®S—AN' st ‘es with name, 10 


) cen ts, pustp id. J B HUS ED, Nassau, N. Y, 





B. T 


Office in Tremont Tempis. | 


ae RABY SOAP, 


nly the pu rest 
etablo olls us- 


















ak GOODS AT | JAPANESE 


we HEADQUARTERS, 
50 per cent. less than Centen- 
u prices. d be convinced 1342 Chestnut, 


f 2 
iia THE 8. 





in bathing children, will prevent eruptions, kec 
© choicest in the wor ‘-babemer soft and smooth, contribute to health, and prev: 
rices—Largest Com in Ameri ve map tet Bee | sateen Angee ogy tg er oy ae 
I Doky merk a— tat A prev ative of chasing itch rng, &e,,in babi s, the 
ap A $23 @—P eases every trade continu. { half the crvin and ¢ , 





rossness of babyhood 
8 its cost to over ther and family eh 
seemed tnt roxca of 19 cake “8 of 6 OF cach nd 6¢ {roe to 
ay v7) 185 OD rece! pt ee Bale 17 all Pru cists, 


Address _ 13,’ T, pabbise, aw Youn Ciry, gf 





i i: ore oding Age w waned everywhere Bost Ly 


avir— nd fo 
ROBT WEL 8 Vesey Bt, N. wer P.O. Bos uae 








INSURAN( EB. 


NEVveY HRA. 
LIFE INSUsA*O® COMPANY 
Of 1876, 

S14 Walnut At., Pailadeiphia,. Pa., 
Furnishes the Cheapest and Safest Insurance ever 





grav . 
Insurance can be effe: i d directly wi h the Home 
d office tor particular.. 


Offive by = il. Se 
ion JAMES ae President. 
THORNTON LONROA, Treas. H.O SFROULE, = 


GET THE BEST! 


THE BEST 


IS THE 





CHEAPEST. 


THE BEST IVSURANCE 


Is the kind you want, in in-uring } our Li’e. You 
want a god article a )d your mouey’s wurtn. You 
wil naturally nquire fi st of ali, ast,the s curity 
‘ffred Net mere:y if the company is so.ven. at 
the p.esent time; but whether it financial conci- 

tion. the chara te: aud methods of its mana,e- 
ment war avtitt>couti. uero. Hs the c mpany 
the abLitv and the disp sittou t. fuifill its con- 
tracts? What you want is Insurance. 


THE BEST PLAN 


Tn Life Insurance is known as the All Cash, Low 
Rate, Suock Plan —ihs p an that gives the most In- 
surnce for a giveu sum. A good ar ice curts 
money. Insura.uce is nota «hari'y it is a business 
Ac wie! cannot sell insura cat — than ¢ st, 
or it wiil soon :uu into bankrupic;. On the other 
hand, itis unnec»s sary t» pay a price c uf. stedly 
exorbita’.t upon he hope of having the surplus re- 
turned as ‘divide ds.” Such hops are seldom 
fully realized. Cleariy the simplest and mv st busi- 
ness-like w.v, ist» purcha-e for cas»—a fixed raie 
of premium fora fixed +m untof Insura ce. Any 
man can understand such @ bargain as that 


THE BEST COMPANY 


In which to obtain the best Life I .surance upon 
the Hest Plan, is ‘he TRAVELE :S' INSURANCE 
(OMPANY of Hartford, Conu = Its rates sre iow, 
its security is unqurstioned, ite management is pru 
de t aud conserv tive, 1ts reputati: on i firt cass, 
it grants Life Insurance of the very best quality 
up -n rates and cundition: highl, favorable to the 
insur. nt . The contract is piain and definite, withe 
Out complication, my-tery, or uncertainty Tse 
policy 18 always wor:h iis face, the ;remium never 
increases. 








Cash Assets, - $3,925,000 
Cash Surplus, -_ $1,890,000 
JAS. G@. BATTERSON. President. 

RODSEY DENNIS, Secretary. 


Wm, W. Allen, Gen’) Agent and Attorney, 
112 South Fourth St., Philadelphia. 
s. &. W int, Special Agent. 
wit noe Cor. Third and Chestnut Sts, 
Agents Everywhere. 


——————————== = 





1 samples | fort trial: 


FREER {232 


AGENTS 
EASILY AVERAGE 
Kes F7 0 PER WEFK. 


Address W. P. Ray & Co., Chicago. 


J.KILE & CO., 
450 NORTH 1WELFTH ST., 


Chorch aud Landay §ckool 
Furniture Factory. 


Boss Printing Press. 


The neatest press made: adjustable gauge w’th 
ink table and Moller. Warran ed to sive perfect 
satisf, ction ;sent to any addres 0. receipto $ 40. 
Send 10 cents for our hand-ome ilustrated cata- 
jog e of Revolvers. Boxing G.oves, Skates, aud 
Sporting a Addres 

WALLIAMS & CROCKETTY, 
91 Duane Street, N.Y. 


REMOVAL—150 PIANOS & ORGANS 


at haif price. The *ubscribers will sell 
their bh utire Stock of Pianos and ‘'rgans, 
new aud second band, of six first-ciass 
makers; sheet music and Sunday-school 
music books, af 50 Pde CENT. OFF, 
for cash, previous to removal fo their 
new store, 40 EAS! t4:h street, t NION 
SQU.Rrer, uctoberi2. llustrated cat- 
alogues Mailed. Monthly .nsitallments 
received. Agents Wanted. — pecial in- 
ducements (0 the trade. HYUKACE 
WAtEus & Sc NS, Manufacturers and 
Dealers, 48i Broadway, New York. 

















SECOND HAND CHURCH ORGANS. 


Two Manuel 2 st e 500 
One Meas i: eons, ah $ 
ane pt og stop, 





No. . Maps stops, 

No. ae Sn AS § stops, 

Ne, One anueic, 4 stops, 
Vor particulars apply to 


B, 28,0. HOOK & HASTINGS, Boston, 








' 
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PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


(PAYABLE IN ADVANCE ) 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 
From I to 14 Cepies, - - - $2.15 each, 
“ 15t029 ** ecoce 106 @ 
80 Copies and upwards, - 1.65 
To Pastors and Superintendents, who at the time’ 


of making their subscription, state that they are 
such, @1.65 each. 


(Which includes 15 cents for postage.) 





Subscriptions will be received for any portion of 
& year at yearly rates. 

Additions may be made at any time to a club, at 
the same rate at which the club, as frat formed, 
would be authorized to subscribe anew. Such ad- 
ditional subscriptions to expire at the same time 
with the club as originally ordered. The new sub- 
acribers to pay pro rata for the time of their sub- 
scriptions, 

Subscribers asking to have the direction of a 
paper changed, should be careful to name not only 
the post office to which they wish it sent, but also 
the one to which it has been sent. All addresses 
should include both county and state. 


Any person writing to renew either a single or 
club subscription, in connection with which his 
name has not before been known to the publishers, 
will please give the name of the person to whom 
the paper or papers have heretoi..e been sent, 

Subscribers wishing to introduce THz Tixxs to 
their friends can have specimen copies sent free 
from this office to any address. 


Now that the date of expiration is plainly printed 
on the yellow address label of each paper or pack- 
age of papers, it will be necessary for all subscri- 
bers to renew promptly by the time thus designated 
or their paper will be discontinued. 





THE SUPERINTENDENTS PAPER, $ .50. 


This paper is designed te supply superintendents 
with helps, in the line of their special work, to 
which teachers and scholars have not access. It is 
published monthly, and will be sent, on receipt of 
its price only to subscribers of THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Times who are past rs or superintendents, and who, 
when ordering it, slate that they are such, 


If a superintendent, who isa subscriber of THs 
Times, desires the help of THE SUPERINTENDENT'S 
Parex forany member of his school—for example, 
an assistant superintendent or infant-class teacher 
—he can multiply copies of the Pargr accordingly 
to his own address. on payment of the subscription 
price; provided that such extra papers go only to 
subscribers of THz TImEs, 


Orders for this Parger can be filled only when 
coming direct from superintendents or pastors who 
are subscribers of Tox Tims, 





THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF. 


100 Copies, one month, ~ . $ .60 
100 bed one year, . * 7.20 
Less than 100 copies at same rate, 


THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. 
100 Copies, three months, «- + § 6.25 
100 * ome year,- - * 25.00 

Less than 100 copies at same rates. 





GREAT BRITAIN. 


Subscribers in Great Britain who wish to receive 
any of these publications, can make payment for 
the same by a money order payable at Philadel- 
phia, to John Wanamaker, as fullows: 

The Sunday School Times, one year, . 9 shillings. 
The Superintendent's Paper, one year, 8 shillings. 
The Scholar's Quarterly, one year, . 1s. 6d. 

These rates include postage, which is prepaid at 

this office. ’ 





Letters concerning Subscriptions or Advertise- 
ments should be addressed to 


JOHN D. WATTLES, 
Business Manager, 
610 CHESTNUT ST, 
PHILADELPHIA. 





The New YorxK Orrice is at the Sunday School 
Teachers’ Reading Room, 304 Fourth Avenue, Y, 


M. O, A. Building. BP.W 


AGENTS WANTED. 


Tete Immense D'scoveries by STAN- 
BEY and otners arc just added to the un y complete 


LIVINGSTON 


One o1 the most attractive, fascinating, rich y Uilna- 
trated, and instructive Vo umes ever i-sued. De 
mand wonderful age ts wen<¢d on eatra krms. 
Sen to HUBBARD BROS, Puvlishes, 723 Sanso.a 
S., Phi adelphia. 


AGENT }] $8 2 day, sure, toall. Write to SIMP- 
), SON & sMITH, New York City. 


ASE CEcARIRS ME 














s w ntec 
to travel and sell our Old and Staple MANUFACTURES. 
To dealers: no peddling. §75 PER MONTH, Hotel and 
Traveling Expenses paid. Apply by letter or in person 
WB. A. GRANT & CO., 2, 4,6. & 5 Home St., Cincinnati, O. 


AGE T | Greatest Uffer of the Sea- 
; 80m. Eight $1u Chromus given 
away with Howr Gugst, including Heever's Peer- 
leas American Fruit, 24 feet long, Lake Lucerne, 
Virgin Vesta, etc. Mounted outfit, eur Chromos, 
$3.00; eight Chremos, $.50 J. LATHAM & CO, 
No, 419 Washington Street Beston. 


Agemtse Wanted for I) 

ee AND ITS PRAYER 
REMAX KABLE ANSWERS! 

“Oue of the most timely and necessary Looks 
given to the world in modern times.” A,ents are 
meeting with GRAND 8UCCE 8. 16,000 ALRE. DY OR- 
DERED. Address J. S. GOODMAN, Publisher, 91 
Washington Street, Chicago, Il. 


AGENTS WANTED FOR HISTORY 


GENTEN’L EXHIBITION 


BOi.e carlos sliell HL) Vu wok Une ageot 
sold 73 copies in two days. Send for our extra 
terms to agents. National Publishing Co., Phila., Pa. 


WE PAY THE BESrF COMMISSIONS. 

Do not engage on other books before 
sending for our circulars and terms. INGRAM & 
SMITH, Publishers, 731 Walnut Street. 


NO MORK HARD TIMES. <As:2;° 


Male or Female, to sei) the Ii 
LUSTRATED LORD S PRAYER. a real 
work of art. No daub, Sells itself, Agents are 
making from $5 00 to $15.00 per day. If you want 
p oof, I can furnish it. Send $1.00 and get the two 
sizes, with circul+rs, terms, etc. Address REV. 8, 
T. BUCK, Williamsport, Pa. Box 2512. 


$50 to $200 A MONTH FOR AGENTS. 
UNI VERSAL HISTORY. 


he great inverest in all nations, and in our own 
thriliing history of 100 makes this book sell 
faster than any other books in one, beautifully 
illustrated. Low price quick s les. extra terms. 
Send for circalar. J.C. MoCURDY & CO., Philada. 


60 A WE K Male orfemale, Nocapital. 
We give Stead- work that 

“ui bring vu $ 40 * month at home day or ev’g. 

Inventors Union, 178 Greenwicn St., New York. 


$55 & $77 bo" ViGKiiy vuguste, uine 


AGENTS WANTED. NEW NOVELTIES- 
just out. Catal 8 free Nepoleon Novelty Com- 
pany. 290 PE. LSTREE?, NY 


AGENTS FIND rHat THE FULL HISTORY OF THE 


Wonderfl MOODY & SANKEY 
in Great Britain gud, Qrnetes 2 5 mean wor. 
ehem. From 5 to 20 boo 
a "s work. It is the y complete work pub- 
l , containing Mr. Moody’s Sermons and 
oner® Ad and ev 


Meeting 
alanine Mee Recobahes 


Barclay Street. New York. 






































$200 amonth Outfit worth $! free to agents. Fx- 
celsior Mf’g Co., 151 Michigan Ave., Chicago. 


a day. Employment for all. Cata- 
(| logues free. Samples, 25 cents. 
& CO., 119 Nassau 8t., New York City. 


BOOK AGENTS! oy's:ttitan.?cis Nervuates 
arner, Mark Twain, Rey Dr. Fish and others. Now 
is the time to secure territory. Catalogues sent free 


Address AM.PUB.CO., Hartford,ct.Oh cago, or Cinn 











AGENTS WANTED for the New Historical Work, OUR 


WESTERN BORDER. 


L100 YHAE AGO. ay 
Ite thrilling conflicts of Red and White foes. Excitin 
Adventures, Captivities, rorays, Scouts, Pioneer women an 
boys Indian war-paths, Camp life, and Sports.—A book for 
Old aud Young. Notadull page. No competition Enormous 
sales. Agents wanted everywhere. Illustrated circulars free. 


J.C, McCURDY & CO., 268. Seventh St., Philadelphia, Pa.; 








INSURANCE, 


BE, SURE 0 SECURE srtcatafecnene 
in the Mu on p’y of Philadelphia. 
ts only col- 


which is y mutual. Assessmen 

lected as occur, This pe en has now 
over 1600 certificates of good standing in 
Send to Home Office for rate cards and applica- 





tions, No. 261 South Fourrs 


W. L. CARTER—625 Walnat Street. 
FIRE AND LIFE INSUBANCH 
IN ANY AMOUNT. 
ALL INQUIRIES BY Marl PROMPTLY ATTENDED TO. 








1835. 1876. 


THE PENNSYLVANIA 


FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, 
OF PHILADELPHIA, 
IHNOOBPORATED 1535. 
Capital, $400,000.00. - +  Asmots, §1,550,858.76. 
JOHN DEVEREUX, President, 





WM. G. OROWELL, Secretary. 








VISITING CARDS. 





95 FANCY VISITING CARDS, white or mixed 
colors, by 1¢.urn mail, only 40 cents, FICK- 
ARD & CO., Bethiehem, Penn, 


40 re Visiting Cards for 10 cts. 
©. H. Huan, Greem brook, NS. Y. 








OO Postatasren, 50 Mattet dot 6." 10, 


’ 20 handsome 
CAN'T BE BEAT. Zaaree cara: 
0 two , your u#me ou them all, for 
no two alike, your u#me ou th all, for 10 
cts and stamp A large Ses paper and list 
of all styles with order, or paper and sampies, for 3 
ct. stamp. G. B. Ullman & Co., 12 Winter St., Boston, 

















FIRE PROOF, 
BURGLAR PROOF, 
DWELLING HOUSE 


SAFES. 


MARVIN’S SAFE CO. 


72x Chestnut St., 
PHILADELPHIA. 

265 Broadway, 

NEW YORK. 














l 7. 

| ROR YO UT | 
A BRYANT S FAT. SLagp 
5 RUBBER, TE | 

ice Exases | 
a AS WITHOUT WET TING | 
© THE SLATE OR i 
i 1 SOILING THe FINGERS || 


| NE pOZEN SENT FREE 





i 
i 





cept 25 CENTS. 


SLO AND AGE NTS 


AFA Dis fV27 f o | 
ADDRESS OU vi. 


BVA yun wort: 





MENEELY & KIMBERLY, 
Bell Founders, Troy, N. Y. 


Manufacture a superior quality of Bells, 
Special attention given to CHURCH BELLS, 
&@ illustrated Catalogues sent free. 


HAYES, COULTER & CO., 


anufacturers of 
Heaters, Ranges, and Grates, 
of the latest improvements, and 
MARBLEIZED SLATE MASTEIS 
of the richest designs. Send for catalogue. 
1305 Chestnut Street, Phila. 


FOR INVENTIONS, 
PATENTS sasezesne 

COPYRIGHTS, é&c. 
procured with promptness and on reasonable terms. 


JOHN A. WIEDERSHEIM & CO., 


PHILADELPHIA, Pa, 
110 Fourts §r., below Chestnut. 
a#@- Call or send for Book of Instruction.-@e 


A. J. WEIDENER, 
DEALER IN 
LAMPS, CHANDELIERS, GLASSWARE, SILVER- 
PLATED WARE AND BRONZES, 
36 $. Second St, and 27 Strawberry St., Philada, 


Location at Centennial Exhibition, N 47, center of 
Main Buiiding. 


THOMAS DEPUY, 


CARPET DEALER, 


37 South Second Street, 
Above Chestnut, East side, PHILADELPHIA, 
LOWEST CASH PRICES. 


N, , Btewart 
wy but és with 




















, 1s not at 258 8, Second, ° 
Depuy. 





WORTH REPEATING. 


TRUST. 
(Mrs, M. F. Butts in The Independent.] 


AKE a little fence of trust 
Around to-day ; 
Fili the space with loving work, 
And therein stay. 





Look not through the sheltering bars 
Upon to-morrow ; 

God will help thee bear what comes 
Of joy or sorrow. 





WHO WAS FIRST? 
(From The Examiner and Chronicle.] 


OLITICIANS are familiar with the 

voice and pretensions of the “ origi- 
nal”—the man who savs he was t 
original Taylor man, cr Lincoln man, or 
Grant man—the first to nominate or to 
propese the nomination of the successful 
candidate. Whenever a movement be- 
comes popular, the question is at once 
raised. Who set it in motion? When, in 
1857-58 union prayer-meetings were so 
largely relied upon as a means of develop- 
ing the religious revival, and the Falton 
S reet Meeting rose to the prominence it 
80 long retained, there arose a discussion 
on the question, Who began it? The 
right of Mr. Lamphier to the honor 
generally conceded to him was called in 
question on behalf of one or two other 
gentlemen. The discussion was as warm, 
for a short time, as if it greatly concerned 
the public to know who happened to move 
first in the matter. Avd now the question 
is up, Who first proposed Uniform San- 
day-school Lessons?—to which a good 
many, we should think, would be moved 
to answer, Who cares? 

For, in all these cases, the thing ques- 
tioned about is not at all the cause ot the 
movement, but only who happened to 
move first, No one man, nor any hun- 
dred men, set all the Sunday-schools to 
studying the same lessons. No one wan 
brought a large meeting together daily for 
social prayer. There was a state of things 
existing which made people ready to 
respond to the suggestion. Somebody 
made the suggestion, and there was a 
general response. Aod the fact that the 
response was so general shows that if the 
one man we hear of had not spoken, some 
other man would undoubtedly have done 
so. It proves no special merit in anybody 
to have been the first in such a case, 





SUNDAY IN ROME. 
[Sophia Bompiani, in the New York Observer.) 


HE decisive action of the Oentennial 

C.mmittee in closing the Philadelphia 
Exposition on Sunday, 1s a source of great 
satisfaction to Protestants in Europe. 
Daring the discussion in the Uaited States 
in regard to it, it was supposed in Rome 
that the Earopean custom would naturally 
triumph, and that such ideas bad mide 
great progress in Protestant America. 
The Opinione contained a telegram an- 
nounciog that a strong party desired the 
Exposition to be kept open on Sanday, 
and that the Commission had yielded to 
it. Great, therefore, was the surprise 


| when it was known that Americans were 


faithfal to the principles they have always 
professed. It is an example which the 
nations of Earope will not soon forget. 
The ¢ffect of this decision was more im- 
portant in R me, as only a short time be- 
iore, the subj°ct had been discussed in 
enme of the daily papers. The Cardinal- 
Vicar of Rome remonstrated with the city 
council because the “ festivals,” including 
all those of the Roman Catholic Caarch, 
were not observed with fidelity. This oc- 
casioned a lively discussion in the news- 
apers. and one of them, edited by a Jew, 
sufficient discrimination to distinguish 
between the observan.e of Sard+y and 
that of the festivals. It quoted the exam- 
ple of Protestant vations, especially that 
of England and America, which observed 
Sanday asa sacred day of repose, and 
justly argaed that from this arises their ac- 
knowledged superiority in wealth, civiliza- 
tion and culture. I have heard a Protest- 
ant mivister of Florence, accustomed all 
his life to the noisy streets and festive air 
which pervades that city on Sanday, say 
that nothing impressed him so much on 
his first visit to London as the quiet of the 
day and the saintly repose which seemed 
to have fallen on the public streets. What 
glory for a city of four million inhabitants, 
with its t public parks and gal- 
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lerier, its buildings ard churches, all cal- 
cula ed to attract the eye and impress the 
imagination, that nothing was so conspicu- 
ous as its faithful observance of the day of 
the Lord. Such will be the effect of the 
closing of cur Exposition on Sunday. 
Representatives frum every nation in the 
worid will go there to see the wonders ac- 
complished by our youthful nation in a 
single century, and nothing will impress 
them so powerfully as the repose of the one 
day in seven when the gates are closed, 
the machinery motionless and silent, the 
statues and pictures and jewels invisible. 
Oom paring the sacredness of the holy day 
with their own observacce of it, and re- 
memberir g that it is apublic recognition 
of the nation’s dependeace upon its Al- 
mighty Founder, they will acknowledge 
that the source of our prosperity is the 
blessing of the Most High. Parisians, 
Florentines, dwellers in Berlin, Brassels, 
Copenhagen and Cunstantinople, will ali 
compare the American Sunday with their 
own ; for every E sropean city has its own 
pecailar aspect on thatday. Paris, which 
is pre-eminently an industrial city, takes 
no notice of the day at all, except, per- 
hapr, by an increase of its feverish activity. 
But the lialian cities, especialiy Rome, ley 
down ail work, as they do every conven- 
ient occasion, and observe what they cail 
the ‘‘ Festa.” I: is not, however, a feast 
unto the Lord, a “ sweet day of rest,”— 
but the cnosen time for ali extraordivary 
amusement, Theatres are open, balls 
given, balloons sent up and races run in 
preference, on Sunday. Persons with 
more Cultivated tas.es attend literary or 
historical lectures, concerts, openings of 
libraries, schoois or colleges. The most 
interesting meetings of the Gec graphical, 
Musical, or other societies in Kome, are 
always heid on Sunday, and for those who 
wish vo preserve uheir respect for the day 
itis a serious objection w becoming a 
member of them. Many of the most 
prominent ladies in Ruman acciety receive 
their friends on Sundays ; and a few well- 
known Americans, furgetuing the principics 
of their native country, and iaylog aside 
all sc.upies, adapt themselves to the cus- 
toms vi R me, and write on their cards: 
“ Dumeuica Sera.” Ic is impossibie wo 
lead a consisvent Christian lite in Rome 
without sacrificing much in jiterary cul- 
ture and in social pusiiion. But to those 
who w.u.d see lialy redeemed, and the 
light of a tue faith spread aproad, such 
litule sacsifices ace a aclight, 





DEBT OF UNBKLIEVERS TO 
THE BIBLE. 


{From The Bible andthe Republic. By Arthur 
Mi.chell, D.D.)} 


HAT book has diffused the vital ele- 

ments of true liberty, and of xesolute 
democracy through the whole national 
atmosphere. 

Frcm the Parliament of 1566, when the 
Paritans starved the idea ut «vil liberty, 
and maintained it, on the basis cf Evuglish 
law, until the adc pion of the Ovusitu- 


tion of the Uaitea S ates, cons:itutional | th 


liberty bas taken not a single step, except 
that step has been lighted by the B.bie, it 
is “no mere stroke cf rhetoric when we say 
that all which is valaable in our instiw- 
tions and glorious in our national history 
has been given us by the Biole. It isa 
fact recog. ized by the most acute and im- 
partial publicists who have made a stucy 
of our political system. ... 1 am not un- 
mindfal nor ignorant of the scorn which, 
by some radical writers, has lately been 
poured upon sentiments like these, I have 
read bold contradictions of them in the 
public pricts, by the free-thintezs of our 
own population, It haseven been attempted 
by them to argue the case, and one of their 
a) guments to disprove the geuerai position 
I nave taken has been, tha: the three men 
to whim we are chiefly indebted for our 
civil liverties and institutions were Toomas 
Paine, Bu: jsmin Franklin, and Thomas 
Jc fferson, and that not oneof these was a 
be:ie ver in the Sacred Scriptures. The 
weakness of this assertion is Irom its sup- 
pression of some facts aad its faisification 
of others. : 

A god witness as to Benjamin Franklin’s 
views, and as to his estimate of the uw fla- 
ence of the Bible upon tre public welfare, 
is probably Ber jamin Franklin himeeit. 
These men have overlooked the letier of 
Frankiin to D+. S.iles, President of Yale 
College, written expressiy upon this point, 
“You desire,” he says, ‘vo know some- 
thir g of my religion. I cannot take your 
curi.sity smiss, and shail endeavor in a 
few words to gratify it, 

* As to Jesus of Nazareth, my opinion of 





whom you particularly desire, I think his 
system of morals and religion, as he left 
them to us, the best the world ever saw or 
is like to see’ Weare not at all surprised, 
therefore, to find that, when Franklin pub- 


lished, in 1779, a plan for schools in 


Pennsylvania, he incorporated in the 
third article, naming the daties of the 
committee in charge, the following words: 
“They shall provide that the pupils may 
receive such = as is neces for 
their fature situation in life, and apeulilly 
a deep impression of the most important 
and generally acknowledged moral and 
religious principles.” 

Taere is another letter of his, to Thomas 
Paine, which is of still greater weight 
Paine had sent him the manuccript of 
one of his infidel publications, Frabk'ia 
returns it with the advice to Paine to: 
burn it. He reminds him bluntly how 
much he owes to Obristianity and to a 
religious education, himself, for whatever 
of virtue he has, and then says: ‘“ Among 
us it is not n , a8 among the Hot- 
tentots, that a youth to be raised into the 
company of men should prove his manhood 
by beating his mother. f advise you, there- 
fore, not to attempt unchaining the tiger, 
but to burn'this piece before it has been 
seen by any other person, whereby you 
will save yourself a great deal of regret 
and repentance. If men are so wicked 
with religion, what would they be if without 
it?” This sufficiently indicates the senti- 
ments of Benjamin Franklin, He speaks 
as we should expect from a man whose 
parents were devout Christians, whose 
principles were imbibed in a Bible home, 
and whose father was a man of such pro- 
f.uad religious convictions as to have not 
only brought up his household in the 
tear of God, but left his native land that 
he might come to a shore where he could 
carry out without molestation his religious 
pri«ciples, 


Of the services of Thomas Paine to the | Tives 


cause of civil liberty, we ae well aware. 
No doubt be decerved the medal awarded 
him by the American Oongress for his 
political writing. But, to what did Tom 
Paine owe that education under which his 
trenchant pen was trained? He owed it, 
with all his early training, to that very 
Caristianity which in his maturitv he 
maligned. The whole atmosphere cf 
Eogiand in which he was born 
schooled, and of the America whee his 
early manhood was paced, was filled with 
the light of the Bible. 

So of Thomas Jefferson. He drew his 
earliest nutriment from the breast of the 
Christian church, and if he served the Ro- 
public well, it should be known and never 
jorgotten, that he received the training 
with which he served her, from the hands of 
Bible men, and in schools which the Bible 
«pened and maintained. His home and 
parental training first of all, he owed to 
the Bible. But this is not all. At the age 
of pine years he was placed under the in- 
struction of an educated Scotch clergyman, 
by the name of Douglas. From him he 
was passed, at the age of twelve, to anoth- 
er clergyman, by the name of Maury, At 
e age of seventeen, he entered the cul- 
lege of Wiliam and Mary, at Williams- 
port, Va.,—a colle ge which was founded in 
1696 by the R v. James Blair. another cier- 
gyman, on the basis of $20 000 ia guild, fur- 
ulshed by Robert B syle, a great philoso- 
pher and eminently Coristian man of Eog- 
iand, who left his whole estate in the care 
of trus for the spread of Christianity. 
To that same institution, and to the Bible 
which was its corner-stone, America is in- 
debted for Presidents Madison and Monroe, 
and for John Marshall, chief ornament of 
the annals cf American jurisprudence, 
Thomas Je ffarscn rhen, drew his first nu- 
triment from the bosom of the Onistian 
church, and owed his very being, intellect- 
ually, to the Caristian Scriptures. I: was 
from the men and the schuols, which the 
Bible had given to his native Virginia 
toat he drew those abilities which after- 
wards enabk d him to render the Republic 
such conspicuous services, in formiog her 
insiitutions and administering her govern- 
ment. It is a mcst uafortuoate argument, 
for the enemies of the Bible to bring for- 
ward these men to invalidate the ciaims 
ot the Bible to the gratitude and the sup- 
port of all. lovers of Republican liberty 
and American law. 





EDUCATIONAE. 


BEW PUBLIOATions. 





ISS ANNA ©. BRACKET and MISS 
IDA &. ELIOT. 
No. 9 West Fay Seg Street, New York City, 
will re-open their Home and Day School for Gir 
on October 3, 1876. 


GROVE HALL, 


Miss Montfort’s School for 


YOUNG LADIES AND CHILDREN, 


NEW HAVEN, ‘ONN. 


OLDEN HILL Seminary for Young Ladies, Bridge- 
G port, Ct. Address Miss EMILY NELSON. 


LASSELL SEMINARY 
FOR YOUNG WOMEN, 


Auburndale, (near Boston,) Mass. Delightful home. 
Special care of health, pov ta and morals. 
Address, CHAS. C. BRAGDON, Principal. 


wn by st INSTITUT 
Ot tw 
This la pos 4 School is delightfully 
js amd combines elves: 
both and country. circulars 
- LA addrem the Principal, Mrs. N BOGARDUS 
CLASSICAL INSTI’ UTE, 
No. 247 South Thirteewth Street. 
Duties resumed Septewber 11. 

The undersigned invites the atten.ion of parents 
to the extensive improvements made d the 
vacation, and a to the change of entrance 
from Dean to Th mth Street. For circulars ad- 
dress the Principal, J W. FAIRS, D.D., 245 South 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 


RS. J. T. BENFDIC#NS BOARDING 
AND DAY SCHOOL, 
for Young Ladies and Children, No. 7 East Forty- 
second Street, New York, will re-open 
SEPIEMB 




















ER 28 
A systematic course ef study is arran; adapted 
to = Primary, Acadamic: and Coll De 
men eu r family pupils are amp.e 
gna = Full particmars, with references, 
c : 





MOUNT VERNON MILITARY ACADEMY, 


Morgan Park, Ceek County, Iil., 


Under new ent, will afford increased 
facilities for thorough education. Fall term 
September 14, 1876. Reference in Philadel 
Rev H. Clay Trumbull, editor SunpDay ScHOOL 
. For circulars ad 
Capt. E. N. KIRK TALCOTT, President, 


Washington Heights, Ill. 


FORT PLAIN SEMINARY 
and COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE 
Fort Plain, Montgomery Goe., N. Y. 

ey a ee oe 





We ex»ect success only ae Seeeeveng it. 

Fall Term pogne oe r 5. 

For particulars for rs ar and address 
REV. A. MATTI A.M., Principal. 





TEACHERS WANTED tor “viata! tnereduce 
tions.” Address the AMER. SCHOOL UNION, 737 
Broadway, N. Y. Es abiished 1857. 








MUSICAL PUBLICATIONS, 


THE 


Teachers Commentary. 
ABBOTT on ACTS. 


NEW. ADMIRABLY ADAPTED. 
BEAUTIFULLY ILLUS: RATED. 


Price, (post-paid) $175. A dix ount on quant ties, 
The Lessoas in Acis continue through 1877. 


Rev. HOWARD OROSBY, D D. writes: 

“I believe Mr. Abbott is destined to be the Com- 
mentat.r for ughtful Bible readers. Ellicott 
and A. vord are costly and too learned ; Barnes, 
Jacobus and Owen too flat and thin; Lange is a 
huge wilderness, but Abbott is simple, attractive, 
correct and judicious in the use of learning.” 


SONGS OF DELIGHT, 


A new Sunday S h.ol Buok. W. rds and Music 
fresh and attractive. 35 cents. $30 per hundred. 


A. 8. BARNES & CO., Publishers, 
11 & 113 WILLIAM ST., New York. 


A YEAR WITH ST. PAUL. 


By REV. CHAS. E. KNOX, 
Author of Davip THE KING, 


From Rev. William M Paxton, D.D., pastor of 
the First P:esbyterian Church of New York: 
“TI take great pleasure in expressing my ve 
h estimate of the work, A Year with St. Paal. 
I have had occasion to exemine it with care as 
compared with other works upon the sam. subject, 
and it has given me pleasure to see the skill w.th 
wh:ch he has condensed, within a short compass, 
ali the important results of recent scholarship —_ 
this interest ng sut'ject. The work is so pe:spicu- 
ously arrapged and so pleasant'y writte:, +s to 





part- | make it interesting to the genera] reader, whilst its 
k is secured 


vaiue as a text-book is . Icaunot imagine 
& pleasanter cccupation than to teach a Bible-class 
upon the plan of this work.” 

The subjects run parallel with the New Testa- 
ment subjcts of the International series for 1576 
and for 1577. 

A. D. F. RANDOLPH « CO., Publishers. 


NEW SABBATH SCHOOL BOOKS 


PUBLISHED BY THE 
Presbyterian Board of Publication. 


GRACE WESTERVELT; Or, the Chil- 


DREN OF THE COVENANT. A sequel to “Theo- 
dore.” a book about Baptism. 
16mo. Price. $1 25. 


LEAVES AND FRUIT. By M. E. Griffith, 
wick.” 


autbor oi * Boys at East 
1lémo. Price, $1 25. 


WAT ADAMS, THE YOUNG MACHIN- 
I D HIS PROVERBS. By Mrs. M D. 
es 7 auth r of “Stepping Stones over the 
Broot,” “The Three Rules,” &.., &., 

16mo. Price $1. 


Address orders to JOHN A. BLACK, 
Business Superiuten“‘ent, 
1334 CHESTNUT STBEET, PHILA, 
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SONGS FOR THE PEOPLE! 


Gospel Hymns & Sacred Songs 


Used exclusively at the religious services held by 
Messrs. MOODY and SANKEY. 
Price, in Board Covers, $30 per 100; 35c. ea. by mail. 
“ Words only, - $5 “ 100;60 “ “ 


“Winnowed Hymns.” 


The most popular collection for devotional exer- 
cises ever issued (exce,t the “Moony 
& SaNKEY Sone Bvoxk”’) 


Price, in Board Covers, $25 per 100; 30c. ea. by mail. 
“Brightest and Best.” 


Entirely new and sterling pe for the Sunday- 
school, 





By LOWRY anv DOANE, 


This work should be used in every Sunday-school in 
the land. Those who have ad pted it are delighted 
with it. 1t is constantly increasing in popularity. 


Price, in Board Covers, $30 per 100; 35¢. ea. by mail. 


The above and all of our other publications are 
sold by Booksellers and Music Dealers everywhere. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, No. 76 E. Ninth Street, N. Y. 


91 Washington Street, <hicago. 


A. 0. VAN-LENNEP, 
ape 2 











-_ Montelair, N. J., 
° LECTURES on OnrentaL 
a MANNERS AND Customs. 
, CONDUCTS 8. 8. Institutes, 
+. 8. 8S. Normal Classes, 


And 8. & Work generally. 





New Turkish Baths, 1013 Chestnut St. 





STERLOPTICON ENTERTAINMENTS 
with the best Dissolving View Appar&ius, Oxy-Hy- 
drogen Light, eve. Suverb views .f noted scenery 
in America, Knpgland France, Germany. the Alps, 
Italy, Egypt, ly sand, etc. Aso, au entire 
evening of Ventennia: Exposition views. Full and 





descri i Highest testimunial-. 
Terma moderate, J.d, WILSON, 163 Breaduae MY, 


BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY. 
Established in 1837. 

Superior Bells of Copper and Jin, mounted 
with the best Rotary Hangings, for Churches, 
Schools, Farms, Factories, C ngneats Fire 
Alarms, Tower Clocks, etc. Fully Varranted, 

LIibustrated Catalogue sent F ree. 
Vanduzen & Tift, 102 & 104 E. Second 





Books by Popular Authors.—Just 
Ready: “ Two Fortune Se kc rs,” and other Stories. 
By Russiter Johnson, and oiher famons writers. 
$150. “Young Rick.” By Jaiia A. Eastm.n Both 
parts complete in oue volume. $1.50. “ The Cook- 
ing. Club of Tu-Wbit Holiow.” $125. “ Four Girls 
at Chautauqua.” 


By P . $150. 
BOSTON: D. LOCRRUP & C0., PUBLISHERS. 








W. G. HOPPER. H. 8. HOPPER, 


WILLIAM @. HOPPER & CO., 


BANKERS AND BROKERS, 
No. 27 South THIRD Street. 
STOCKS, BONDS, AND GOLD 


bought and sold on commission. Interest allowed 
on deposits. 





Great Reduction. 


25 PER CENT. iN PRICES OF 






WILSON & MILLER, 
1210 Ridge Ave.; 1211, 1213 Sp:i. g Garden St., Poila. 


WATERS’ ORCHESTRION chime ORGAL -, 
m9 are the most beautiful i” 
4 A style and perfect in tone 
x ever made. They bave 
the celebrated Concerto 
stop, which i a fine imita- 
a Uw tion of the Human Voice, 
wae and two and a balf Oce- 
taves of bells tuned in 
perfect harmony with 
i} the reeds, and their eflect 
ismagical and electrify- 
ing. WATERS’ CLAR= 
3 10ONA, ORCHESTRAL, 
a CONCERTO, VESPER, 
== CENTENNIAL. Chimes, 
CHAPEL, & COTTAGE 
ORGANS, in Unique French Cases combine 
PURITY of VOICING with great volume & tone; 
suitable for PARLOS or CHURCH. : 
Girand,Square, 
WATERS’ PIANOS, scttvetcny 
ARE THE BEST MADE; ‘the Tone, Teuch, 
Workmanship, ard Durability Unsurpassed. 
Warranted for SIX YEARS. 
PRICES EXTREMELY LOW for cash. Month- 
ly Instaliments received. Instruments to let 
until paid for as pe: contract. A Liberal Dis- 
count t Teachers, Minis ors, Churches, Schools, Lodges etc, 
AGENTS WANTED. Special! inducements 
tothe trade. Ulustrated Catalogue» Mailed. 















reigns ™ Weapeinn, Paper an 


31 Hawley Street, Boston. 





hand Pianos and Organs at GREAT 
BARGAINS. \HORACE WATEN* & SONS, 
Mannfacturers and Dealers, 48! Broadway, 
and 40 EAST 14th ST., UNION ~QUARE, N.Y. 
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Estey Organ Leads the World! | 


Tone full, noble, and exceedingly animating. 
Moscow. Rubinstein. 








Undoubtedly the finest of their class. 
Fr. Kucken. 


Noble tone, surprising power, and fulness with light touch, 
satisfy the greatest pretensions. 





Deserve the highest admiration. I consider them unsur- 
parsed by any I have ever seen. Sophie Menter, 


Vienna. D. Popper. 


Brunswick, Franz Abt. 
Have been a teacher for a lifetime, but never found their 
Exceedingly appropriate for religious services. equal in beauty and sympathy of tone. 


Schwerin. Grand Duke of Mecklenburg. Warsaw. Anton Freyer. 


Like them better the longer I know them. 
Excel in fine powerful t ne. 


Copenhagen. Ole Ball. 


Berlin. Professor Leonhard Emil Bach. 


Excel all in beauty of tone and easy action. 


I can play with exquisite enjoyment for hours on these Schlenits. The Countess Brandis. 
beautiful instruments. 
St. Petersburg. Annette Essipoff. 


Redeem reed instruments from harshness. 
Boston. Professor L. O. Emerson. 


I am eurprised at their full, noble, and organ-like tone. 
Aix-la-Chapelle. Pauline Lucca. 


Certainly the best I ever heard. 
New York. Professor Geo. W. Morgan. 


Surpassingly fine, and rank far above any other manu- 
facture, 


London. Professor Augs Withelmj. 


After trial of twelve years, I cannot find their equal. 
Philadelphia. Park McFarland, Jr., Organist. 


MOST EXTENSIVE REED-ORGAN WORKS ON THE CLOBE. 
Address for beautiful Tllustratea Catalogue, 
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. _.___} ESTEY & 60., Brattleboro, Vt. U. S. A 
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omer FOURTH QUARTER. S TOVE POLISH 


eure PUBLICATIONS. y ! STOVE POLISH. 
REDUCTION IN PRICES! poo peer pobied uh Gm worn.” 

MUSIC BOOKS. THE Ne SUN 
books, vis: FOR THE 





«rgan. By L O Emerson. *2 50 = —— 


Canes Sew Eohet or Pane | Bo sure and make a trial of THE SCHOL-|_ ROOFING. 
cer rartororgan.trmupacene +2%0/ARS’ QUARTERLY before the new year. | ,commpontence swat. 014 rom (ot tnde 
oot's Schoo for (abine rgan. Send %ur estimate. 

moar ka +2|Orders for the fourth quarter (October, No- 

vimgicherdeon,’ tho orst and frem,s'ef tomrve |WeMDer, and December) will be promptly ROOFS . 
tion Bo ks as t>-sale-, attvactive. thorouch, aud ° 


oe a by man t» be the perfeciion of a 
* Metnod” ei] at he new pice (enited to the filled. 














times) dou)tl. ssi crease it larg. circulation 
bein cone? bool s - tiened are wen Eee eS a od > os oS B= * Why not make your roofs last a lifetime, and save 
ing 0 © best end are very extemively u y the «xpense of a new roof e-ery l/orli yews. I 
“ Te a pupils 100 Copies, one year, (four quariers) ~ - $25.00. can be done, if you use Slate Paint; it «ls not unly 
Either b> k maid. postfree for retail price. 100 three months, (one quarter) - 6.25. resist t/.e effects of water and wind, but shield you 
OLIVER DITSON € CO., Boston. . Single Copies, one year, (four quarters) ~ 25. frum fre. 
OLD ROOFS. 
©. H, Disson & Co, | J. E. Ditsoa & Vo., One Copy, three months, (one quarter) « 07. Protect your buildings by using Slate Paint, 
") _— al nea 4 sto Lee & Wuker, Add : which neither cracks in winter nor runs in summer. 
ew Yor Phtiadelphia. ress E Oia shingle roofs can be pai ted, 1008i1 g much 
JOHN D. WATTLES, Business Manager, better, and vaxting . gert an new shingles wi hoat 
A ‘ the paint . one-fourth the cost of re-shing in 
NEW BOOKS FOR SINGING CLASSES! 610 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. On decayed shing'es it His up the holes aud 55 < 
and gives a new s dstantiai roof .hat astsfor ears. 
pay weet wo tog he it pri ae Ee 
N BUSINESS LEGE, Philadelphia, hes them there. ‘this pa.nt requires no a 
” unto cnieeomaies fs Ce STA tne bostitntion during eg tie ah ES “To isa feapp ted with @ brush. and plied. or: ame: tal. fi 


\ NOTES | UNITED STATES CENTENNIAL EXHIBITION  :s::2"-rstteuncoonss 


printed i in our new combined notes, (a figure set in onan secure good board at the present low rates, It will take at least a month to thoroughly examine the numerous 








ich round note—1 for do, 2 for ra, 3 for me, etc.) ac- ‘ dene © interest from all parts of the world, and this can easily be done afternoons and on Saturdays, with- ON TIN OR IRON ROOFS 

nowledged by all to be the best system yet invented, as out interfering with the regular course of stu No such opportunity for obtaining « @ business education ant the red color is the best paint in the world for dura- 

sa have the round motes, and the enable those va/vabdle general information will ever again “4  Brecented, For full particulars, >, bicit it was a heavy body, is earily + ppiied, ex- 

o: skilled in reading them to sing them at sight. J. OULE, President, 108 South Tenth $ Street, Philadelphia, F pan . by heat oan oe cnid, dr.es slow, ald 

“ HOURS Q SONG ——————————— —— - To — —————— mover cracks nor scales. One coat equals 4 of any . 
rc vtner 

siaessr minowresoorm meres. | GOOD. wat REnneer SUS ROS,» 

ee Rs OF SONG and Joyrut Norgs were prepared by 1 and At tractive- published. cialty. Materials cumpiele tor a new stee» or flat 

rof. Jas. H. Fillmore, from long experience and care- ifully Nliustrate« 1 Cheapest of Rubber Roofing: cost but about haf the | 
ful observation as a successful teacher. The rudiments Beaut Best ant mo of reshinglin or Frivate Houses, Barns, 
are the most thorough, the mun. Price 69 cents and buildings o all descriptions, it is fur superior 
$4.80 per dozen by express per dozen by mail. s 











<= Bh eh cost, => ~~ or Gravel Raed. | 
“HA w to save reship .—slop jeaks effectually 

LICATION TO and chraoly in noah ef nl kinds,” a 10» page 

Box 5105, N.Y. bock, free Write to-day. Mention SuNDaY 


SCHOOL TIMES. 


Co., 
Work Publishing 
Christian at CHEAP. NEW YORK SLATE ROOFING 0, LIMITED, 
49 Sonth Front Street, Philadelphia, 





'o any other rvofing in the world for couveuience 
FILLMORE BROS., Publishers, 1 Pp PAP E RS. in laying and pa bien the ornamental appear- } 
coo mon pages frec OUNCINNATI, 0. S 1} N D A ance, cwrantiay, and fre-proof que lit es Of tin, at 
“ be 








SAMPLES SENT FREE ON APE 




















